Jean Harris

The survey also indicated many lesbians are not
getting the gynecological care they need. Almost
18 percent of women surveyed said they never
have visited a gynecologist, and 23 percent said
they haven't visited one in more than two years.

“Regular gynecological exams—including
pap, pelvic and breast exams—are extremely
important for lesbians because they can detect
abnormalities,” warns Kathleen DeBold, Maut-
ner Project for Lesbians with Cancer executive
director. “Yearly pap smears are our best defense
against cervical cancer.”
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¢ “atholic University of America canceled a
..~ major “ex-gay” conference after accusing
Parents and Friends Ministries director Antho-
ny Falzarano of applying for use of school facili-
ties under “false pretenses.” The three-day
“Healing for the Homosexual” event was sched-
uled to kick off June 8.

According to the Washington Times, Falzara-
no misrepresented the intent of the conference
in newspaper advertisements—giving the
impression it would deal with ministering to vic-
tims of child abuse—when he signed the con-
tract April 3. Campus officials contacted him
May 17 after the deception came to light.

“We do not rent space to people who mis-
represent themselves,” university spokesman
Victor Nakas said. “If the conference had been
described to us as it was in the ad, it'd be a com-
pletely different story.”

Falzarano now is demanding the university
give back his group'’s $3,200 deposit, but Nakas
said officials are waiting for assurances that the
“ex-gay” leader won't sue. “We are willing to
return the money if he were to drop the threat
of any lawsuit, because we have counterclaims of
misrepresentation.”

Trinity College, a Catholic institution across
the street from the university, has agreed to play
host to the conference. Speakers include the
Rev. Paul Scalia, pastor of St. Patrick's Catholic
Church in Spotsylvania, Va., and son of
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia.

CALIFORNIA
ssemblymember Carole Migden's domestic
partnership bill was approved June 6. The

bill now goes to the Senate for consideration.

The measure would extend to registered
domestic partners basic legal protections that only
married different-sex couples have under Califor-
nia law. Under AB 25, they would be able to:

¢ Relocate with a domestic partner without
losing unemployment benefits.

e Use sick leave to care for a family member.

¢ File disability benefits on behalf of
an incapacitated partner.

® Provide partners with employer-
based health coverage without addi-
tional taxation.

® Make medical decisions in the
hospital or act as a conservator.

® Inherit property without a will or
administer an estate.

® Seek damages for the loss of eco-
nomic or social support due to wrong-
ful death.

® Adopt a partner’s child using the
stepparent adoption process.

¢ Continue health coverage for sur-
viving domestic partners of retired
government workers.

The floor debate went on for a cou-
ple of hours. A number of supportive
members spoke about the basic faimess
of AB 25, rejecting the argument that
the bill undermines marriage or Propo-
sition 22, the initiative approved in
March 2000.

Several lawmakers criticized the
scare tactics—including newspapers
ads, multicolored brochures and radio
announcements—that one anti-gay group had
used to target some of the legislators, zeroing in
on the members of color. After an emotional
debate, the 80-member Assembly voted 43-29,
approving the measure.

“Today, the California Assembly pushed back
the forces of hate that continue to attack us,” said
Jean Harris, California Alliance for Pride and
Equality executive director. “Not only do they want
to prevent lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
people from being treated equally, they relentlessly
and ruthlessly targeted lawmakers who support this
bill. Bravo to those who withstood these attacks in
order to promote a vision of fairness.”

TEXAS
“#"* he Human Rights Campaign called June 13
. for a nationwide boycott of ExxonMobil
because it has refused to reinstate a nondiscrim-
ination policy covering sexual orientation and

| open its domestic partner benefits program to all

gay and lesbian employees.

Protesters demand equality at ExxonMobil

In December 1999, when Exxon merged
with Mobil, it became the first U.S. employer
ever to rescind a nondiscrimination policy cov-
ering sexual orientation. At the same time,
executives closed Mobil’s domestic partner ben-
efits program to any additional employees.

The nationwide boycott comes after HRC co-
filed a shareholder resolution asking the company,
for the third year in a row, to add the words “sex-
ual orientation” to its equal employment opportu-
nity statement. During a news conference after
the annual shareholder meeting May 30 in Dallas,
a reporter asked CEO Lee R. Raymond why the
company doesn't actively reach out to gay men
and lesbians, as it does to other minorities.

“We don't want to know [who they are),”
he replied. “That's the whole point of the

policy.” J™

Compiled by Copy Editor JiM RADOSTA, who can

be reached at jim@justout.com

@ (Zen Center @
2539 SE Madison Portland, Oregon 97214

503-239-4846 Fax: 503-239-5217
E-mail: Staff@Dharma-Rain.Org

www.Dharma-Rain.Org

Dharma Rain Zen Center is a Soto Zen
Temple for Lay practice, bringing people
together to build community and wisdom through
practice. DRZC offers refreats, classes, intro-
ductory workshops, and sesshins. The Zendo
space is shared with groups in the Vipassana,
Tibetan, & Zen traditions, creating
a unique atmosphere and oppor-
tunities for learning about Budd-
hism and its daily application

Kyogen and Gyokuko Carlson,
resident teachers

Ee

weddddddaddddddddddddddddd
L J
. an YFuancidco
L ]

Style in Portlad

S
GOLD DOOR

Ethnographic and Contemporary Jewelry and Art
1434 SE 37th Avenue | Portland, OR 97214
503.232.6069 ' jerry@thegolddoor.com

= T R I TR I I S JC I I J T 0 T S -
E O S S S S S S S S S SIS S S A S S S S S S

5599599959999 99993959333593S5SS

PALM
SPRINGS

Serving your real estate
needs for...
CONDOS
VAcATION HOMES
HoTeL PROPERTIES
APARTMENT BLDGS.

CREG
CRAY

(760) 833-5434 o

/R

Tarbell

june 15, 2001 ~ st ‘123

EREALTORS 3
211 E. Paim Canyon
Palm Springs, CA 92264

o
z
&

FEED s°

* Hardware

Pet Food & Supplies
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