or decades upon decades, the YWCA has

been in the business of working against dis-

crimination of all kinds. In fact, the organi-

zation’s desire to make sure people are free
to be who they are has been a centerpiece of its
work since its inception. i

So it’s not surprising that the YWCA is
sponsoring a special summer camp for gay
men and lesbians and their children. Family
CampOUT will be held Aug. 10 to 13 at
Camp Westwind on the Oregon coast.

Jean DeMaster, Greater Portland YWCA
executive director, says the organization recog-
nized the need for gay and lesbian parents and
their children to have a safe place to camp and
designed something to meet that need.

“It is a totally safe camp,” she assures. “It
offers gay and lesbian parents and their chil-
dren an opportunity to get away from the city
and pay attention to each other. They do not
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provide them with not only an oppertunity to
talk about it but also to spend quality time
with other kids in the same situation. are
in a situation where they can see the positive
aspects of their families. And for a little bit of
time they won't have to deal with jokes about
gays.”

As DeMaster notes, the middle school years
are sometimes a difficult time for children to
deal with their parents, and what the camp ,
reinforces is that all families are treasures.

The YWCA operates camps for children .
and families at Westwind on almost a year- !
round basis. The organization offers specialty
events such as science camp for girls and lead-
ership training for teens, as well as the tradi- |
tional summer camp experience.

DeMaster adds that most of the camps fill |
up each year, but the organization has found it
difficult to get a large attendance at Family

always have a chance to do that. And we make
sure they have nothing to worry about, like
they might at other public camping spaces.”

The camp is run just like the YWCA’s other
family camps. Folks can “leave the dishes and
laundry at home,” go to the beach and enjoy
each other’s company.

According to information provided by the
organization, “a caring staff of volunteers will
provide a program of family, adult and child
activities.” The camp will offer “opportunities
to hike, sing by a campfire, create treasures at
the craft house, wade in the ocean and enjoy
the beauty of Westwind.”

And Westwind is certainly beautiful. It is
undergoing a $4 million renovation; already, a
new shower/bathhouse has been constructed,
and the main building has been partially
remodeled.

The camp is located south of Tillamook and
north of Lincoln City. It encompasses a 500-
acre site on the pristine and scenic Salmon
River Estuary.

Although the beauty of Westwind is ong of
the strongest attractions, those interested in
Family CampOUT cite another special facet.
As DeMaster notes, children of gay and lesbian
parents, especially teen-agers, have some
unique fears and concerns. The camp works.to
overcome those.’ :

“Those can be really hard times for the chil-
dren of gay parents,” DeMaster explains. “We

What's not to like? The perfect beach at Camp Westwind

. TOM STEVENSON is a Portland-based writer. He
can be reached at ruraltom@yahoo.com.

CampOUT. Part of the problem, she says, is
that a lot of gay and lesbian parents don't real-
ize it exists. She said the organization definitely
hopes to change that, and she wants families to
know they will find a welcoming and safe envi-
ronment.

The fee for the four-day camp, which
includes meals and activities, is $195 for adults,
$130 for youth between 7 and 12 and $90 for
children between 3 and 6. However, DeMaster |
is quick to point out that money should not be
the determining factor in whether a family
attends. Scholarships always are available for
those who cannot afford the camp.

DeMaster also mentions that the YWCA
has had a “strong commitment to overcoming
discrimination for all people.” That means all
of its services are open to all people, including |,
those who are gay.

The YWCA offers a number of services
ranging from housing to domestic violence
shelters. The organization offers health and
fitness activities and services for the elderly.
The list is endless. And, as DeMaster empha-
sizes, all‘are open to gay and lesbian residents
and their families. ™
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The Friends of Music at Trinity
present the

Rogue Valley
Gay Men’s Chorus

Dr, Charles Fricsen, music director

In Concert?

Songs in Praise of Music — Sea Chanteys
Songs about Love — Songs of America
Songs in Memory of AIDS Victims
and RVGMC favorites
Sunday, May 20 ¢ 4:00pm

“Affirming diversity and promoting community
through music and song, service and outreach.”

Trinity Episcopal Church * 44 N. 2und St. * Ashland, OR

Requested donation $5 * Reserve tickets at (541) 482-2656

saturda , June " 2001
dpm + Hollywood Theater
4036 NE Sandy * Portland

COME CELEBRATE
SUMMER

with Good Friends and Good Music!

Tickets available now at all Fastixx
locations and It’s My Pleasure.
Available two weeks prior to the
show at the Hollywood Box Office.
$15 advance, $18 at the door.

Visit us on the web:
http://motherlodemusic.com

Portland Opera Presents FredMeyer Best of Broadway
' Marshalls pesens
RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN'S

LLA

EARTHA KITI

as the Fairy Godmother

Also Staring
JAMIE-LYNN SIGLER

as Cinderella

and
PAOLO MONTALBAN
as the Prince

DERE

1.
i

KELLER AUDITORIUM

i (o] JUNE 19-2‘ SW 3rd & CLAY
(503)241-18023%:" or (503)790-ARTS

A Delta

9a-5p
Tickets available al all sicks#mas®er oullels and Portland Opera

www.porilandopera.org ® www. broadwayseries.com ® www.lickelmasier.com/oregon
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