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Former governor addresses Parents, Families
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays by Jonathan Kipp

may 18, 2001 + just out|;s

“4 ormer Oregon Gov. Barbara

Roberts says every human
“¢ rights movement has
heroes. She has
_ come to admire the
parents in the gay rights

Alliance helped Oregon get a
jump-start in forming a
statewide organization. “It |
is really exciting to see
that energy here,” he |
says.

movement, some who But fighting
even have become OCA-sponsored |
household names across ballot measures |

the country. She refers
to Dennis and Judy
Shepard and Betty De-
Generes as heroes.

But no matter how
many “celebrity” par-

ents are out fighting important  but |
for the rights of their has kept other |
kids and the gay com- important  proj- I
munity, Roberts says ects from moving |
the quiet, day-to-day forward.

heroes are what the Roberts says |
movement needs to be suc- PFLAG  members |

cessful. “PFLAG is that,”
she says.

Roberts addressed the Par-
ents, Families and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays statewide confer-
ence May 5 in Eugene. The almost
100 people who attended were
moved by her remarks, organizers say.

PFLAG/Oregon president Donna Zenobia-
Saffir says Roberts was inspirational and
helped reinforce the work all chapters do.
“She’s so down to earth and believes so fer-
vently in this work.”

Oregon is one of only a handful of states that

Barbara

have a formal PFLAG state council, according |
to Ron Schlittler, West Coast field manager. |

Some think Oregon was the first to organize
statewide.

Oregon has a strong grassroots organiza-
tion, with PFLAG chapters throughout the
state. That strength led to the formation of a
statewide organization in 1996 to help chap-
ters network with each other and build coali-
tions with other civil rights groups such as
Basic Rights Oregon and the Rural Organiz-
ing Project. PFLAG/Oregon also aids
local chapters in tackling bigger
issues such as the Safe Schools
Bill, which is awaiting a for-
mal hearing in Salem.

But perhaps most im-
portantly, the state organi-
zation helps recruit new
members and provides cru-
cial assistance in getting
chapters started. Parents of
gays and lesbians in small towns
especially are lacking support, Zeno-
bia-Saffir says.

Oregon has nine PFLAG chapters and seven

also has been a |
factor in PFLAG
chapters losing
momentum.
Zenobia-Saffir |
says that work is

and all Oregonians, al-
though frustrated and

OCA for 12 years, are doing
work every day that is helping
the state move toward a day
when the fight will be over. The |
more people who see the gay and lesbian com-
munity on a regular basis, she believes, the
harder it becomes for the OCA to have any
validity.

“This is a movement they cannot stop,”
Roberts says. “You can't put the genie back in
the bottle.”

The almost perennial struggle at the ballot
box over basic rights is demeaning for the gay
and lesbian community, Roberts told Just Out.
Not only that, it’s disruptive to the state, expen-
sive and time-consui 1ing.

But Roberts remains optimistic. Almost 80 |
percent of U.S. citizens believe in the fair |
treatment of sexual minorities under the law,
she says. She thinks the government should
take a lead in making certain that fairness is

oberts

' delivered, whether it be through safe schools

“We can do more
than just bake cookies
and give hugs.
We're powerful.”

—Donna
Zenobia-Soffir

| NESS.

towns with at least one contact person who |

fields calls. A new chapter is forming in Grants
Pass, and “baby steps” are being taken in
McMinnville toward a new group. Organizers
estimate the state has between 250 and 300
members.

“We can do more than just bake cookies
and give hugs,” Zenobia-Saffir says. “We're
powerful.”

It was obvious that PFLAG needed to net-
work more efficiently and not just be driven
by Portland’s chapter, the largest in the state
with 120 members, Zenobia-Saffir says.

Schlittler thinks the Oregon Citizens

or hate crimes legislation or other
protection.
Some Oregonians think |
you can't legislate morali-
ty, nonviolence and |
peace, Roberts explains.
But she says govern-
ment has done just that
for centuries.
“A culture does begin
to change by impact of its
laws,” says Roberts, adding
that laws are a society’s conscious- |
“As soon as you put a law on the books |
you say...we're reinforcing you.”

And to those who disagree, like the OCA?
Roberts says the message is different: “You're out
of step with this country.”

[t is a struggle she thinks the gay community
is winning with the help of PFLAG members.
When parents and friends of the gay communi-
ty step forward and clearly say that they support
their gay children and friends, she says it makes
a difference. In a social battlefield, “every inch
you gain matters.” J7)

For more information about PARENTS, FAMILIES
AND FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND GAYS wisit the
Intemnet site www.pflag.org/chapters/oregon heml
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“Spring Specials”

[ New Price |
Investors: ArTeEnTiON — Sweer DeaL!
Duplex, old PDX, excellent condition. Brings top rents

Charming! Woodstock area. 5629 SE 41st @ $279,000.

Awesome Tri-LeviL
3 bdrms, 2 baths, hardwds, huge deck, fantastic

yrd — fenced! Family rmw/ gas frplc. It's @ “10”
. Patio & shed.

— move-in ready.

2705 NE 132rd Ave and Knott @ $165,000.

Whiere Have You Been?

This is it ... 920 . Has it all! Big rms, master ste.
Apt. . 1/2 acre, remodeled tostefully.
Come & see! @ $324,900.

Fit for a queen! 2 bdrms, 2 baths, Ig. bonus rm, Ranc Romance

double ga wmmmwm Perfect find! 3 bdrms, 2 baths, frpk, great yord, RV parking,
fencedllmswswﬂmﬂnﬂm Dbl garage. NEW paint. Family rm, patio! Such a deal
@ $159,000. 5685 SE Garnet Way, Milwaukee.

Cu!_l your Power Team

GranDMmA’s BuncaLow
Clawft tub!! Cute, cute, cute — garden is amazing.
Walkin paniry. Basement, 2 bdrms, 1 bath, garage. NEW

porch & floors in Kit. & bath. 4612 SE 70th @ $119,000.

Ranch oN 1/2 Acre
rden, arbors, grass, RV parking, rambling
bﬁn 3 baths, dining rm, family rm
garage. Prime area! Master suife! Tree house, rope
swing, near river. 2017 SE Mossy Broe, West Linn, off
Stafford Rd. @$249,000.

—CELIA LYON— —TERRI POPEJOY—
(503) 260-6231 (503) 330-0400
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