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An open letter 
to Derry Jackson
To  the Editor:

hen I first read about your campaign for
5 ¥ the school board, I was impressed with 

your passion to improve our children’s education 
and compassion to the needs of all people. 1 
thought your lack of experience would he more 
than offset by your commitment to a better and 
fairer education for all our children.

1 concluded you would make a fine school 
hoard member. However, if the anti-gay remarks 
attributed to you in the May 2 Willamette Week 
arc correct, then I am extremely concerned that 
I made a huge mistake.

If we lived in a time when people still 
believed in the flat Earth theory, it might be jus­
tifiable to think that we “choose” to he gay or 
that our “behavior” should allow us to he treat­
ed differently from African Americans when it 
comes to providing anti-discriminatory protec­
tions. But fortunately for all of us, we live in the 
21st century, where the Earth has been proven 
to he round and such thoughts about gays are 
not only not justifiable hut offensive.

The credibility and accuracy of observations 
such as those attributed to you are measured 
against todays knowledge, not that of the 12th 
century. Today it is commonly, psychologically 
and close to being scientifically recognized that 
we do not “chixise” to he gay.

If, as a school board member, you are pro­
moting your “gay choice” theory, then we citi­
zens ought to he alarmed about the information 
being taught to our children on all subjects. 1 
urge all those who say we “chcx)se” to be gay first 
take a short course about our “lifestyle” before 
making further uneducated comments about us.

The military ban in our schools should 
remain. Opponents argue that it should be lifted 
because we don’t also ban the Boy Scouts nor 
does it include in the justification for the ban 
that women are discriminated against in the 
military.

If we were to take this reasoning to its logical 
conclusion, no symbolic anti-discriminatory 
action ever should be taken unless it included 
restrictions on every group and protections for 
all classes. The womens and African American 
rights movements never would have succeeded 
to the extent they have if they first had been 
required to include all minority groups before 
moving forward with their individual causes.

In addition, no child in our public schixils is 
being denied the opportunity to join the mili­
tary. The armed forces advertise heavily on 
television, on radio and in other media. 
Recruiting offices are readily available to all 
interested students.

Our children who are or who are perceived 
to be gay and lesbian should not be subjected to 
the anti-gay practices of the military in the very 
buildings where they are being taught our 
national creed is “equality for all.” If you are 
willing to add a fmtnote to that statement, 
“except for gays and lesbians,” then you are 
making a nrux:kery out of our national creed and 
supporting the blatant discriminatory policy of 
the U.S. armed forces.

G eorge E ighmey 
Portland

Losing my religion
To the Editor:

T he Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints is a homophobic “cult” i“Gay Mor­

mons Sponsor Vigil,” April 20J. As a former 
semiresident of Utah (I’m not a Mormon, by the 
way), I have been exposed to this religion.

Joseph Smith was kicked out of Illinois for 
something not desirable in our society—

essentially, polygamy and other unacceptable 
behaviors. On the way to the Salt Lake Basin, 
tablets were discovered...which brings you up 
to date! That’s enough history for now.

In simple terms, this religion is nothing 
more than “population explosion”! Name me 
one member of the Council of Twelve who 
has homosexual leanings or understanding. 
Name me one ward bishop who is under­
standing of homosexuality, particularly in the 
state of Utah.

No way! They have a “police type check up 
on everylxxly” mentality!

Gays and Mormons are going in extremely 
divergent directions. They don’t mix.

Gay Mormons should consider finding 
another church that supports their lifestyle if 
religion is that important to them. “They” 
always believe you will be converted...to 
“straight” life!

The pressure will not cease. But your ass<x:i- 
ation with this religion can!

If you are a tithe-paying member (15 per­
cent to 20 percent of your income or salary), 
your dollars are being used to fund anti-homo­
sexual campaigns nationwide. A million dollars 
comes to mind regarding the crusade (anti, of 
course) toward the state of Minnesota issue of 
gay marriages.

What a waste of money that could have 
funded needy people instead—ftxxl, clothing, 
etc.! This is an example of the extremism of this 
“cult.”

Good luck, all gay Mormons!

C liff S roka  
Portland

Don’t forget to vote
To the Editor:

Just a quick note to let you know about a 
poll of the top officers at the Keeston Lowery 
GLBT Democratic Club: unanimous support 
for Diane Linn as Multnomah County chair 
and for community member Charlotte Comito 
as District 1 commissioner. We are lucky to 
have these great candidates for two tough and 
unglamorous jobs.

We need these friends in high places. Please 
support them in this special mail-in election.

D ick  L evy

Keeston Lowery GLBT Demixratic Club Chair

The truth about 
cats and dogs
To the Editor:

This is probably too late to make any dif­
ference, but I’d like to put in my two 

cents’ worth anyway. Many people don’t have 
any family except for their beloved animals, 
and as they say, love makes a family (“Did You 
Miss Me?” March 16J.

I think it is very appropriate to include an 
obituary for an animal in Just Out; in fact, I 
think it would be cruel not to publish it. Thanks 
for the opportunity to comment.

B a rb  G reene

Portland

Just I
Welcomes letters to the editor

Letters must be accompanied 
by a phone number 

for verification purposes. 
Anonymous letters 
and letters without 

sufficient contact information 
will not be published.

Will You Be Shut Out 
When Your Partner 

NeedsYou?
Richard B. Schneider

A ttorney A t L aw

is well versed in the special estate planning 
needs of the GLBT community and can 
help you with care and professionalism.

FREE REPORT!
“Gay & Lesbian Couples Face Special 

Challenges In Estate Planning

What Every Gay And Lesbian Couple 
Should Know About Estate Planning.

Call today for your free copy.

503.241.1215
www.rbsllc.com

Law Offices of Richard B. Schneider. LLC
2455 NW Marshall St., Suitel 1 • Portland,OR 97210
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In v est  A  L it t l e  T im e  In P lanning  
Y our  F inancial F u tu r e .

With so many options to choose from, you need solid financial advice 
from a professional who understands the unique needs o f  individuals, 
domestic partners and non-traditional couples.

• Mutual Funds
• IRA Rollovers
• Tax-Advantaged Investments
• Income Funds
• International Funds
• Equity Funds
• Municipal Bond Funds
• Money Market Funds

• IRAs, Roth IRAs, SEP Plans
• College Planning
• Life Insurance*
• Annuities*
• Disability Insurance*
• Medical Supplemental and 

Long Term Care Plans*
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• Insurance oliere«! through arrangements with insurance som pomes

In v e s t in g .  W ith  a plan?

For a personal financial plan, call:

FLOREID WALKER
Senior Financial Advisor

503.238.6036 exi 109
500 N.E. Multnomah, Suite 278 

Portland, OR 97232 
www.waddell.com

Member SIPC

Financial Services'

http://www.rbsllc.com
http://www.waddell.com

