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Progress report

Oregon'’s junior senator,
Gordon Smith, shows
signs of improvement

BY JiIM RADOSTA

3 s he enters the fifth year of his
88 US. Senate term, Gordon
5| Smith is receiving credit from
¥ Wlpolitical pundits for evolving
into an ally to the gay community.

The Oregon Republican served on
the host committee for a pro-gay GOP
coalition during the recent inaugura-
tion festivities and is expected to
attend a hate crimes conference later
this month in Eugene. Smith co-spon-
sored a bill last spring to reauthorize
the Ryan White Comprehensive
AIDS Resource Emergency Act and
received praise for his support of James
Hormel, President Clinton’s openly
gay nominee as ambassador to
Luxembourg. He also considers

Portland businessman Terry Bean “a
highly valued adviser on issues affect-
ing the gay and les-
bian community in
Oregon.”

Not bad for a
politician who, just
last fall, flunked
the Human Rights
Campaign’s Voter
Scorecard for the
106th  Congress.
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