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Striving for Success
Portland business owners want to share ideas with others
by Tom  Stevenson

eborah Stopper 
has learned a great 
deal in her 20 
years of sales. Yet 
she is one of those 

people who realizes she still has 
a great deal of new and exciting 
things to learn from others in 
the business world.

She thinks most people in 
business, at one time or another, 
face many of the same issues.
She also is a strong believer that 
when people share their goals 
with one another, it is easier to 
stay focused.

That is one of the reasons 
she and her friend Janet 
Borisch-Smith are in the process 
of organizing a new. yet 
unnamed, networking and sup­
port group for gay and lesbian 
business owners in the Portland 
area. The meetings will offer a 
safe spot for people to share 
ideas, concerns, experiences, 
needs, goals and just about any­
thing else related to business.

Stopper says the group s main 
focus will be “having shoulders 
to lean on, to keep each other 
focused and on track, to meet 
the goals we want to achieve, to 
learn from one another...an 
exchange of knowledge.”

Stopper is no stranger to 
Portland. She was bom in the 
community and has spent her Deborah Stopper (left) and Katherine Corder 
entire life here.

In fact, she says her great-grandfather built 
the first car in Portland. “My family has been 
here a long time."

Stopper brings a wide variety of career expe­
rience to the table.

“I started in door-to-door sales and worked 
my way through inside sales, retail sales, whole­
sale sales and service sales,” she says. “I owned 
my own house/office cleaning company for 
about five years. I also spent five years working 
in a factory and was the chief shop steward for 
the union. I have had a very diverse back­
ground that has given me a lot of knowledge in 
the area of life.”

Today, Stopper and her partner, Katherine 
Corder, own and operate an independent insur­
ance agency, Options Northwest. Stopper is 
responsible for the sales end of the business, 
while Corder handles all of the paperwork and 
high-tech computer work.

“We are an independent agency and sell 
mostly group and individual health insurance,” 
Stopper says. “We also have dental, life, disabil­
ity, long-term care and critical care insurance.” 
The two have been involved in the insurance 
business for the past three years.

The Portland Area Business Association 
already focuses on the gay and lesbian business 
community. Although Stopper says PABA and 
groups like it are “great for meeting a large num­
ber of people and serve as a good place to get 
current events," she has different goals in mind.

“It has been my experience that as a small- 
business owner, I need something a little more 
personal,” Stopper says. “Janet and I have been 
supporting each other in our business needs for 
a while now, and it works to say our goals out

loud to someone and be held accountable.” 
Stopper says she and Borisch-Smith help 

each other with specific business items, like 
advertising, but are also there with strong per­
sonal support. Borisch-Smith does personal 
coaching and teaches workshops in relation­
ships, parenting and death.

“We support one another at staying motivat­
ed and on track,” Stopper says. “We thought it 
would be great to expand and extend this kind 
of support to others and at the same time get 
ffesh ideas and input from them.”

The organizers of the new group welcome 
anyone in business. The world of business con­
stantly is changing, and the exchange of ideas is 
often key to the success or failure of any enter­
prise. Ultimately, Stopper and Borisch-Smith 
hope to develop a strong core group of people 
who will gather on a regular basis to support one 
another in not only achieving their goals but 
finding all types of success along the way.

Stopper notes that although she and 
Borisch-Smith would like to meet twice a 
month, they are more than willing to listen to 
suggestions from people who join the group. “Its 
something we can decide together,” she says.

Anyone who is interested in participating 
is encouraged to attend the next meeting 
7:30 a.m. Jan. 8 at a location to be 
announced. Call 503-492-4148 or send 
e-mail to stopper@prodigy.net for more 
information. j n

T o m  S T E V E N S O N  is a Portland-based free­
lance writer and a full-time Portland State 
University student who can be reached at 
ruraltom@yahoo. com .
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IT’S A HAPPENIN’ THING!
COOL GARDEN ♦ ART * GIFTS 

FOR THE FAMILY
OPEN MON - SAT 10 'TIL 7 SUN 10 'TIL S

1305 NE FREMONT
(JUST DOWN FROM NATURE'S)

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT PURCHASE

M ust P resen t Coupon
N ot ra lid  on  p b o n e  

o r  o u t o f  tow n  o rd ers  
E x p ire s  U  S I  (JO

ombaid
f T o w F r s
Located in Historic St. Johns

P ro u d ly  Serving The G rea te r  
P o rtla n d  M etro  A rea

503/286-1330 
8302 N. LOMBARD 

PORTLAND. OREGON 97203

o

Auto, Home, Life & Business
“Your Independent Insurance Agency”

Elliott, Powell, Baden & Baker, Inc.

Marc Baker • Mary Miller 
Downtown Portland

C  A C e s>* (503) 227-1771 
0  A  r  fc C  O  www.epbb.com

Vernate
ANTIQUES • ESTATES

fu r n itu r e  ♦ £ l lo e t  
China ♦ lighting 

Quality Consignments 
¿sta te £ a U s

in trCTTHdale
255 E. H istoric Columbia River Hwy 

Downtown Trouto ale , DR 97060 

503*61 B •024B  

or toll  free 1 *B66*VÉNU5TE

Here’s The Most Valuable Financial 
Advice I Can Offer: Get Some!

T h e r e ’s  n o  sh o r ta g e  o f  f in a n c ia l  a d v ic e  th e s e  d a y s . Y o u r  c o - w o r k e r s  are  

h o t o n  s to c k s .  Y o u r  fr ie n d s  ta lk  u p  I R A s . Y o u r  p a r e n ts  l ik e  in su r a n c e .  

B u t w h e n  y o u  s it  d o w n  w ith  F lo r e id  W a lk er , y o u  g e t  a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  

f in a n c ia l p la n  th a t ’s  ta ilo r e d  s p e c i f i c a l ly  to  y o u r  n e e d s .  I ’ ll e x p la in  a ll 

th e  o p t io n s ,  a n s w e r  a ll y o u r  q u e s t io n s ,  a n d  h e lp  y o u  a c h ie v e  a ll y o u r  

d r e a m s .. .ju s t  l ik e  I h a v e  fo r  h u n d r e d s  o f  in d iv id u a ls ,  d o m e s t ic  p a rtn ers  

a n d  n o n -tr a d it io n a l c o u p le s .  I f  y o u  w a n t  s o l id  f in a n c ia l  a d v ic e  y o u  

c a n  tru st, h e r e ’s  w h e r e  y o u  s h o u ld  g e t  it.
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* Financial Services*

Investing. With a plan?

For a personal financia l p lan, call:

FLOREID WALKER
Senior Financial Advisor

503.238.6036 eu 109
500 N.E. Multnomah, Suite 278 

Portland, OR 97232 

www.waddell.com 

Member SIPC
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http://www.waddell.com

