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to me (and sometimes even that was shaky), and 
I couldn’t think of anything.

My point? To those who long for an overar­
ching “gay community,” 1 have one observation: 
It ain’t there. It never has been, it never will be. 
Just as it is patently absurd to expect one 
spokesman for all of “Black America,” for 
instance, it is just as ridiculous to expect all of us 
to find common ground on any kind of political 
and/or social agenda. We will continue to dis­
agree—and I, for one, think that’s healthy. The 
day we all roll over and sublimate ourselves to a 
mashed-together “gay community agenda” is the 
day we lose our identities.

Robert Hansen 
Portland

To the Editor:
This letter is in response to Marty Davis’ 

June 4 editorial.
I believe the chill and the rain had more 

influence than your editorial in people deciding 
to don or doff their clothes at pride. Once again, 
as always, nature determines our behavior— 
something we’ve been telling people for a long 
time, and the core reason for pride and Just Out 
to exist.

There are plenty of groups and individuals at 
pride that do not represent me but do represent 
us. Diversity will never represent me, only us. 
Editorials that attempt to shame people into 
changing their nature are usually the works of a 
third group: them.

There are already groups and individuals that 
discourage participation in pride, and they are 
much better organized and funded than Just 
Out. I suggest you leave that job to the profes­
sionals and concentrate on where your strengths 
lie: encouraging participation at the community 
(not corporate) level; fostering dialogue (not 
shame) among diverse groups; and informing 
me, us and them of our options for groups and 
individuals to build a better world with.

T revor B lake
Portland

Posing a challenge
To the Editor:

After searching in vain for a dance club that 
plays something other than what is currently 
dubbed as “dance music,” my boyfriend and I are 
almost ready to give up. We have one bar left to 
try, but we do not carry high hopes.

And let’s talk about the smoke. I realize peo­
ple have every right to smoke, but it gets awful­
ly intense for those of us who don’t. I expect 
many of you are thinking: “If they don’t like it, 
stay away.” Unfortunately, most of the time that 
is exactly what we do, as well as hundreds of oth­

ers who feel the same way. None of my friends 
patronize the bars for these very reasons.

I would like to propose an idea for all the bar 
owners out there. What if they had the courage 
to try one night a month where they played 
something other than the “thump thump 
thump"? How about some good old rock ’n’ roll 
mixed with a little disco? What’s wrong with a 
slow dance occasionally? I’d like to touch my 
boyfriend once in a while on the dance floor. 
And please make it smoke-free.

And don’t give us a Tuesday night or Sunday 
afternoon and say “I told you so” when no one 
shows up. I’m talking about a Friday or Saturday 
night. I realize it would take money and effort to 
promote, but if done correctly, I’m sure it could 
be successful. So what do you say? Are we asking 
too much? Any of you bar owners out there with 
enough creativity and guts to give it a try?

G ary Perry
Portland

It's up to U S

To the Editor:
I’m writing in response to Ed Segel’s letter 

criticizing my attempt to broaden “gay pride” to 
include world peace issues.

Contrary to what Segel writes, making war 
takes neither moral nor intellectual courage. 
What takes courage is to open up our eyes and 
minds to see what’s happening beyond our com­
munity. What takes courage is to connect the 
gay and lesbian struggle to peace and justice 
issues worldwide. Only this will prevent the 
next war from happening.

I do not support any form of ethnic cleans­
ing: The deaths of Kosovars are all our responsi­
bility, as are the deaths of Serbians, such as those 
who are now dying from the toxic aftermath of 
NATO bombings of chemical factories in Pan- 
veco, Yugoslavia. Sadly, people equate Serbia 
with World War II Germany, unaware of the 
tireless work of peace groups and anti-Milosevic 
demonstrations long before the Kosovo war.

And what of other “ethnic cleansing”? 
Thousands of Iraqi children die of malnutrition 
each month thanks to our war against Iraq; hun­
dreds of thousands of refugees still flee the mili­
tary dictatorship in Burma; etc. Then there’s the 
forgotten survivors. I’ve talked to many in Pana­
ma after the U.S. invasion, in Nicaragua, in 
Guatemala, in Cambodia, in Burma—people 
caught in misbegotten wars with pain and mem­
ories that thrive past the headlines.

War can be prevented, but it’s up to us to 
start working to prevent future wars. Becoming 
aware is the first step.

C arole Scholl
Portland

“'Best o f a(C, they treated our wedding with  
a tt the respect a straight wedding gets, 

and you can't get that just anywhere!... 
great invitations, 6eautifuCflowers, even 

a Cast minute tw tfor our Best man!"
— Jean andjeffie Bond Slaughter
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Ancient Egyptian Teachings 
Full Moon

0  Healing Intensive
August 26th-30th at the 

Oregon Coast with 
Jill Schumacher & 
Meredith McCord 

Experience the mystery, 
magic, and myth of the lunar 

teachings and healing 
techniques of the Right Eye 

of Horus. Contact Information: 
503-306-3944, email: 

djedu @egyptianhealing.com 
Web site: egyptianhealing.com

Opive with Pride

Schedule your appointment 
today with:

Christina Sigwart 
503-256-3700
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100 a cre s  of pure bliss.
• Magnificent views from all suites
• Horseback riding, fishing, 

biking and hiking
• 2 ponds stocked with 

Rainbow Trout
• Full country-style breakfast 

each morning
Rooms/suites from 
$95-$175
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Located 5 miles East of Sisters, Oregon
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W hy Wait Another Century 
Before Starting A Solid 

Financial Plan?
You’ve been busy. You’ve put it off. Don’t wait any longer. With 

my help you can have a financial plan in place before the end of the 
century... which will help relieve the uncertainty and stress of the next 
century. Let’s sit down and discuss your goals, objectives and dreams. 
We’ll use that information to design a plan to help you achieve them. 
It’s easier than you think. Don’t wait any longer. Take the first step 
now by calling and making an appointment.
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Financial Services

The people with a plan for you.
For a personal financial plan, call:

FLOREID WALKER
Senior Financial Advisor503 .238.6036

800.487.6626 
Voicemail: 503.291.7713 

500 N.E. Multnomah, Suite 278 
Portland, OR 97232
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