move and Sadie’s uncertain future. “I think the
next stop would've been the Humane Society,”
Strauss reckons.

“I really wanted to rescue a dog,” Strauss
insists. “I didn’t want a dog from a breeder or a
pet store. | wanted a dog that needed a home.”

Luckily for Sadie—and Robinson and
Strauss—it was love at first sight. “We took her

on the spot,” says

“« : Strauss.
Sadie gets us It has proved to be
out more. a good decision. “Oh,

God, she’s a riot!”
exclaims Robinson,
recalling some of
Sadie’s exploits. “We
had a box of choco-
lates.... Sadie smelled
through all the wrap-
ping and ate through
everything. She was
sick as a dog,” chuck-
les Robinson, who
can laugh about it in
retrospect. She's quick
to point out, though,
that Sadie’s usual
treats are blueberries and carrots.

Strauss is just as fond of Sadie and is grate-
ful that she kept Robinson company following
her surgery. “Sadie would hang out with her.
Jewel had to walk Sadie, so that motivated her
to get up,” says Strauss, theorizing that Robin-
son’s recuperation might have taken longer
without Sadie in the picture.

Strauss remembers, however, that Robinson
was a little hesitant about recuperating with a

Sometimes we’ll

take her out on
walks together.
We've definitely
been able to meet
more people in
the neighborhood.

—Erica Strauss

Continued from Page 27

dog in the house. “She was worried a dog
would be a burden,” says Strauss.

Adopting an older dog worked to their
advantage. “She’s so easy,” Strauss insists. “She
came to us trained. She has very good man-
ners. We didn’t have to train her or leash train
her. I think she worked out well with what we
needed.”

These days, roughly a year and a half later,
Sadie is beginning to slow down. Robinson
observes: “She’s getting older and wants to
spend more and more time alone, and we want
more and more of her time.”

The couple thinks a new dog might help
motivate Sadie, as well as relieve some of the
pressure for her to be a companion when what
she really needs is solitude. In the meantime,
Sadie will still be called upon, for her contribu-
tions didn’t end once Robinson recovered.

“Sadie gets us out more,” says Strauss.
“Sometimes we'll take her out on walks togeth-
er. We've definitely been able to meet more
people in the neighborhood. There are a lot of
really nice dog people.”

And a lot of really nice dogs also in need of
homes. (See sidebar on Page 27.)

—Will O’Bryan

SERPENT AND
THE RAINBOW

One queer Portland man
finds true love has a
forked tongue
-

" Y ith her mocha tints and black spots,
/' Shiva Isabella is long on looks—
¥ ¥ about 2 feet long. And her queer
companion, Chad Carver of Northeast Port-
land, couldn’t be happier.

PHOTO BY DOUG HOPPER

Chad Carver communes with Shiva Isabella

“I feel I'm most connected with snakes, in
being able to identify with an animal,” says
Carver, to whom pagan spirituality is an impor-
tant part of life. “I admire them greatly. They're
very free spirited. They're very independent,
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Though a snake
might not be
everyone's idea of
warm and cuddly,
Chad Carver

is delighted and
insists he and
Shiva Isabella
share a special
bond.

very sensual creatures.”

Carver got his
snake when the origi-
nal owner, a friend of
his, needed to get rid of
her. “I adopted her,”
Carver says proudly. “I
always wanted a
snake.” He notes that
while his snake came
to him with the Isabel-
la moniker, he added
the Shiva.

Though a snake
might not be every-

one’s idea of warm and cuddly, Carver is
delighted and insists he and Shiva Isabella
share a special bond. “I'm in love with my

Continued on Page 31
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visit our website at www.subaru.com.

SUBARU

The Beauty of AllWheel Drive.

Subaru cars and sport utility vehicles come in all
shapes and sizes. But one thing doesn’t change. Each
one features our popular full-time All-Wheel Driving
System for maximum traction and performance. From
the comfort and versatility of the unique Forester, to
the ruggedness of the Outback, to the get-up-and-go of
the 2.5 GT, we think you’ll find the right match for your
lifestyle. To test drive one of our family of cars, stop by

your nearest Subaru dealer, call 1-800-WANT-AWD or

Subaru supports the community as a national sponsor of the Human Rights
Campaign (HRC) and the proud founding sponsor of the Rainbow
Endowment. The Rﬂnhﬂﬂ, benefits community health, civil rights and

cultural interests. For more information or to apply, call 1-800-99-RAINBOW.
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