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lill last Tuesday
After nearly 11 years, the First Tuesday Coffeehouse

gets ready to dim the lights
by Will O’Bryan

M
arch 1988 saw the birth of a Portland 
institution, the First Tuesday Coffee­
house. December 1998 will see its end. 

The First Tuesday gatherings have 
run almost continuously on the first Tuesday of 
every month for nearly 11 years, offering 
women musicians— professional and other­
wise— a supportive venue to develop their 
stage legs, try out new material and develop 
community.

But times change, says Donna Luckett, one 
of the First Tuesday founders and half of the 
hand Galloway and Luckett.

“There was a group that went to LCP’s [Les­
bian Community Project] talent show about 11 
years ago,” Luckett remembers. “We thought it 
would be neat to make it ongoing.”

That was the spark that led Luckett, along 
with Cindy Zrinyi and Sheryl Sackman, to 
start the First Tuesday Coffeehouse.

From there, it set up shop in the Bijou Cafe 
downtown, where it stayed about five years, 
Luckett estimates, before finally settling down 
at the Cup &. Saucer Cafe in Southeast Port­
land. It’s there that audiences will say good-bye 
to the First Tuesday Coffeehouse on Tuesday, 
Dec. 1.

Artists scheduled to perform at this final 
concert are Galloway and Luckett, B.J. Castle- 
man, Carol Steinel, Pam and Maggie, and 
Connie Cohen.

While saying goodbye isn’t always easy, 
Zrinyi says she doesn’t anticipate a melancholy 
mood at the farewell coffeehouse. “I think it’ll 
be a celebration,” she guesses optimistically. 
“W e’ll be sad to see it go, but at the same time 
it’s a good time. I think it’ll be a celebration of 
the past with a ‘letting-go’ kind of feeling.”

Zrinyi adds that women musicians in the 
Portland area now have much more access to

First Tuesday doyenne Donna Luckett

“At the time, women were having a hard 
time finding places to perform,” says Luckett, 
explaining the niche First Tuesday filled, as 
well as the venue’s only restriction: perfor­
mances by women only. “Many women in this 
community started performing at the coffee­
house,” she recalls.

The coffeehouse first found a home at Pri­
mary Domain, where it remained till the 
Northwest Portland club went out of business 
about six months later. “They had a little cafe 
there called Ruby Shoes,” says Luckett, joking 
that the turn of events came as a shock. “We 
showed up for a coffeehouse and they were 
closed.” For good, it would turn out.

From there, First Tuesday moved around the 
comer into another establishment that no 
longer exists, a gay men’s leather bar called 
Silent Partners. The coffeehouse crowd main­
tained their presence in Silent Partners’ adjoin­
ing restaurant, though urban cowboys and 
leather daddies sometimes moseyed in from 
the bar.

“We always tried to have the coffeehouse be 
very receptive,” Luckett diplomatically offers, 
saying that while the audiences have been 
primarily women, everyone has always been 
welcome.

Like the Primary Domain, Silent Partners 
also closed up shop, as did the event’s next 
venue, Cafe Mocha in Northeast Portland.
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the city’s stages than they did when the coffee­
house began. “There are so many opportunities 
for women to get their music out there now,” 
she observes.

Luckett, meanwhile, isn’t sure what sort of 
void First Tuesday Coffeehouse will leave; 
while she still finds that audiences and musi­
cians like the performances, she’s no longer 
sure they need them. And, while Luckett 
seems confident that the pros will continue to 
find venues, she does worry a bit about the 
amateur performers and audiences members.

“I think there will be a void on some level, 
and for that I’m sorry,” Luckett confesses. “In 
years past, the coffeehouse has always had 30 or 
more people at each performance, sometimes 
100.... There would sometimes be people that 
none of us [regulars] knew. It reminded me of 
the fact that there are a lot of people in our 
community that we don’t see regularly. It’s 
been a place for women to connect and I’m 
probably going to miss that— being a kind of 
community resource.”

■  The last F irst T uesday C offeehouse begins 
at 7 :30  p.m . on Tuesday, Dec. I , at the Cup &  
Saucer C afe, 3566 S.E. Hawthorne Blvd. 
Admission is free, but donations are accepted.
C all the Galloway and Luckett information line, 
283-7651, to learn more.
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Giprs pox Solsrice!
Mystic Moon

3 1 2*5 E B
(adjacenr to and in pamneitsbip wirb The Full Ciitcle Teaple) 

Open Tuesday - Sunday 10 aco -7pm (503) 235-0996 
Roudtyfcitfuring lesbian m ade: soaps, bath salts* massage oik* 

pottery, dresses* pussy power undies and tanks* t^hiils* nines* reusable 

menstrual pads* photography, paintings and gpddess images. + hundreds of 

other unique gift item s for every G oddess on your list!

American Mortgage Connection, Inc. • 503-537-5196

503-235-0000 • Fax 503-236-7404 • KLRMortgage@mindspring.com

Rates as o f 1 1 /2 /9 8  only!! Rates change daily—call fo r quote!!
30 Year Conforming 15 Year Conforming 3/1 Conforming ARM
RATE/APR* COST RATE/APR* COST RATE/APR* COST * APR is based on 

a $100.000 loan 
amount.
“ APR is based on 
$25,000 loan 
amount

6.500%/6.677% 1.750% 6.250%/6.419% 1.000% 6.000%/7.729% 1.375%
6.625%/6.754% 1.250% 6.500%/6.551% 0.250% 6.250%/7.703% 0.875%
6.750%/6.757% 0.000% 6.625%/6.636% 0.000% 6.500%/7.664% 0.250%

Weekly Special: 
Free credit reports.

• Free Credit Approval • Foreclosure/Bankruptcy
• VA Financing Available • Debt Consolidation

103% PURCHASE CLOSING COSTS 

100% 1ST LEIN 9.99% 30 YEAR FIXED
APR* 10 249%

3% NON RECURRING CALL FOR DETAILS

NO CREDIT SCORE REQUIREMENTS 
100% PURCHASE 0 X .V) Mortgage (las 12 months) 
1ST 2 \EAR FIXED 1 X 30 Mortgage (las 24 months) 
8.75 TO 300K/APR’ 8.982% 5 X 30 Revolving (las 11 months) 
2ND 20% LEIN # 12.5% TO 60K/APR" 12.940% 5 Year out of bankruptcy

Ken L. R am berg
NEGOTIATED PRICIN G ! CALL NOW  FO R DETAILS!!

Tliink about recycling 
fo r the Holidays:

j u s t r m i  readers 
support our advertisers

To subscribo: 238-1252 To oilvortlso: 238-1253

mailto:KLRMortgage@mindspring.com

