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SENSORY
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EDITORIAL by Marty D avis

Specializing in the sexual minorities community
Spirited conversations keep Just Out staff on target

nergetic conversations are never hard to initiate in 
the Just Out office.

This was definitely the case as I was mulling over 
the potential focus of this very editorial. A  casual 
mention of my observation that many lesbians seem 

to have difficulty with the concept of disciplining their chil­
dren led quickly to talk about everything from children’s rights 
to accusations about my rampant decline into middle-aged 
conservatism.

Sensing the potential hazards of that topic, I threw out a 
few more broadly-based items currently in the public eye. It 
was then pointed out that my topics need to be of relevance to 
the gay and lesbian community. We are, after all, a gay and les­
bian newspaper. So, just what is of interest and importance to 
our readers? None of us lives in a vacuum, or little gay and les­
bian bubbles.

Each day we are impacted and touched by aspects of life 
that seemingly have no connection to the sexual minorities 
community. Crime, for example, is not specifically a “gay 
issue,” but it certainly disrupts the lives of those victimized by 
car theft and home break-ins. While the urban growth bound­
ary might appear to be of little relevance, we still must consid-

er the possible loss of inner-city, low-income housing on those 
members of our community who rely on its availability.

I am always amused by the media’s need to find a “connec­
tion” when a major news event occurs. If there is a plane crash 
in Peru, media hounds will sniff out someone who knew some­
one who knew someone who was going to be on the plane. (A 
distant relative of virtually everybody can usually be found 
within the greater-Portland area.) I am not going to work that 
hard to find vague ties to topics of relevance.

We cannot be isolated, but neither will Just Out lose its 
vision of “getting the word out.” We will look at all topics and 
find the appropriate angle from which to view and cover 
them. Subjects such as financial planning can be found regu­
larly in mainstream magazines and newspapers. We will fea­
ture financial planning if, for example, the story focuses on 
same-sex partners’ retirement goals or how sexual minorities 
can achieve responsible investing in companies that share our 
values. This same approach will apply to business, sports, spir­
ituality and a myriad of subjects.

Specialty magazines abound in the bookstores. Just Out is 
the specialty magazine of the sexual minorities community.
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F E A T U R E

CAN WE TALK? Television talk shows: justly- 
maligned tabloid sensationalism or justifiable 
tactic to introduce queer issues into the cultural 
discourse? 
up 1 0 - 2 3

D E P A R T M E N T S

LOCAL NEWS •  Oregon Department of 
Education accused of employment 
discimination; midoperative transsexual gets 
another hearing on OHP coverage; city of 
Portland’s discrimination mediation program 
up and running; meet Equity Foundation’s new 
executive director 
pp 5 - 1 0

NATIONAL NEWS •  FDA approves new anti- 
HIV drug; researchers report more breast 
cancer risk factors among lesbians; A1 Gore 
speaks at HRC dinner; NGLTF presents profile 
o f queer voter 
PP 1 1 - 1 5

WORLD NEWS •  Colombian high court protects 
sexual minority teachers from discrimination; 
Thai activists demonstrate at U.S. Embassy
p 17

C O L U M N S

M Y QUEER LIFE •  It’s more than a vehicle, it’s 
an accessory 
p 3 7

STONEWALL RARY •  Clinton is victim of same 
sex-phobia aimed at queers 
p 38

AMAZON TRAIL •  Parents passing away is 
another lesson for baby boomers 
p 30

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

THEATER •  Sisterly advice about Late Nile 
Catechism 
P 31

BOOKS •  Checking out Chastity Bono’s 
Family Outing 
p 33

S N O R T S . A&E Network examines trans 
struggle; Imperial Sovereign Rose Court 
celebrates coming reign 
p 35
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