AUSTRALIA
a““ gay venues in Melbourne have been
% granted exemptions to the state Equal
Opportunity Act, allowing them to ban women.

Anti-Discrimination  Tribunal  Deputy
President John Wolters agreed with petitioners
that letting women into the Club 80 sex club
and the Laird Hotel bar would oppress gay male
patrons who, he said, need spaces of their own.

The decision was denounced by the Women's
Action Alliance.

-
i; "‘3 ne-third of Australian HIV-positive gay
..~ men and 17 percent of HIV-negative gay
men have unprotected anal sex with casual part-
ners, according to a recent study published in the
journal AIDS Care.

The rate climbs higher among men who use
recreational drugs or employ hustlers. Among
both HIV-positive and HIV-negative men, those
who engage in condomless sex have intercourse
more often than the average gay man, the study
found.

The research was conducted by the National
Centre in HIV Social Research, the National
Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical
Research, and the AIDS Council of New South
Wales.
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“3;& man who failed to tell his sex partners he
£ % had HIV was sentenced to eight years in
prison March 6.

The 52-year-old
Victoria  business-
man, whose identity
was not made public, :
allegedly  infected
two men. He claims
he always used a con-
dom but prosecutors
argued otherwise. DNA testing found
strain of HIV in all three men.

the same

Meanwhile, on March 4, an HIV-positive |

Victoria doctor, Christopher Denis Dirckze, 41,
was forced to surrender his passport after relatives
told authorities he may have been planning to
flee the country. Dirckze was deregistered by the
medical board last year for allegedly having
unsafe sex with patients.

BAHAMAS
f_Yundreds marched through downtown
% & Nassau March 8 following false reports that
a visiting cruise ship, Holland America’s
Veendam, was carrying gay people. The protest-
ers demanded new laws banning homosexual sex
and gay and lesbian venues.

In January, Cayman Islands officials denied
docking privileges to a cruise ship carrying 900
gay men. The same cruise was due to stop in the
Bahamas later in its voyage, and protesters took
to the streets of Nassau even as the ship turned
away due to stormy weather.

BRITAIN

A new survey of teachers in England and
/7% Wales finds verbal homophobic bullying
takes place at 80 percent of schools. Twenty-six
percent of schools also reported anti-gay assaults.
A report on the research, entitled Playing It
Safe, was released March 12 by the gay group
Stonewall and the AIDS organization Terrence

Higgins Trust.

BULGARIA
]) arliament passed a measure March 9 requir-
ing foreigners who visit for more than one
month to take an HIV test.
Bulgaria has recorded 219 cases of HIV infec-
tion.

| Minorities Group, which became the Scottish |

CANADA !
¢ hrysler Canada was ordered by an arbitrator |
% March 11 to provide benefits to employees’ |
~ same-sex partners. All
benefits were included in
the mandate except pen- |
sions.

During 1996 bar- |
gaining, General Motors |
agreed to a Canadian
1Y Auto Workers demand
for same-sex spousal benefits, but Chrysler and
Ford refused to extend their policies.

- |
"¥ " he Canadian Supreme Court heard a same-
L. sex alimony case March 18.

The lesbian couple that launched the case
settled out of court, but the Ontario government '
still wants the Supreme Court to rule on a lower
court decision that invalidated the provincial
Family Law Act’s heterosexist definition of
“common-law couple.”

If the earlier ruling is upheld, around 90 other
provincial laws that define “spouse” heterosexu-
ally also may need to be rewritten.

MALAYSIA
§ n mid-March, Health Minister Chua Jui Ment
L told the Immigration Department to send |
home 1,030 legal foreign workers because they |
tested positive for HIV, hepatitis, tuberculosis or
venereal disease.

The workers came from Pakistan, Thailand, |
the Philippines, India and Myanmar (formerly |
Burma). They were identified via mandatory
health exams.

SCOTLAND

¥ jioneering gay activist lan Dunn, 54, died

H unexpectedly March 10.
In the 1960’s Dunn cofounded the Scottish !

Homosexual Rights Group and is now OUT-

RIGHT Scotland. He was serving as OUT-

RIGHT’s convener at the time of his death.
Dunn is survived by his partner, Ross Watt.

_ttarting in April, Umea University on the
\.” north coast will offer the nation’s first gay
studies course. The history class will track homo-
sexuality in Sweden from the 18th century to the
present.

“Gay and lesbian studies are quite an impor-
tant subject in the Netherlands and some U.S.
universities, but no such course exists in
Sweden,” lecturer Svante Norrhem told
reporters. “We thought we would make the first
move.”

THAILAND
/ IDS activists are denouncing a govern-
L% ment-backed plan to set up a 10,000-bed
AIDS colony at a Buddhist monastery in Lop
Buri.

The “community rehabilitation center,”
which already operates privately on a much
smaller scale, would needlessly separate people
with AIDS from the rest of society, critics say.

“Instead of being able to create a better
understanding in society that AIDS victims can
lead a normal life without spreading the virus to
others. ..a separate colony would make it all the
more difficult for society to understand them,”
says Jon Ungphakorn of the AIDS organization
Access.

The present facility houses about 500 people
with AIDS and has turned away thousands who
want to live there, reports the Bangkok Post.
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“APRIL SHOWERS...

BRING SALE FLOWERS!"|

PRESENTING
A SPRING SEMINAR WITH
MATT WOOD, AIFD
TUESDAY,APRIL 21, 7-9 PM
$15 PER PERSON
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Internationally
known floral
designer, consul-
tant and educator,
| Matt shares bis
expertise for
vibrant florai
designs and

“bow to” ideas

% using clear resins
and stunning

silk florals.

40% OFF |
all silk flowers April 1-30 |
684-2790 |

Park 217 Business Center |
Tigard

INTERIOR
MOITIVES

A Gallery of Gifts
for Your Home

Emily Simon and
Tracey Cordes,
proud members of
our community
specializing in

eriminal defense.

Misdemeanor
felony, traffic,
& DUII actions

in state, federal,

& juvenile courts

civil forfeitures,
& administrative

actions

never on the fence when it comes to criminal defense

When an ordinary Realfor sz;npb/ Won t do...

933 SE 31st Ave.
Portland, OR 97214
OFC: 503-238-7617
FAX: 503-234-9511

http://www .climbatree.com
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Portlasd’s Allersative Realions

* PRpERiTEL

Alternative: Straying from what is considered normal: different; the choice between two
mutually exclusive possibilitics. To say, "I am alternative,” is to say, "l am leading a different
lifestyle from mainstream society: honoring diversity, building community and creating a
lifestyle that promotes the health and well-being of our planet.”

Portland's Alternative Realtors represent an appealing alternative for those individuals who
prefer not to work with a conventional salesperson. We support our local community,
organic agriculture, all recycling efforts, and networking to create a healthier environment.

It is our mission to bring integrity and trust into the real estate profession while creating
tremendously satisfying and fulfilling lifelong relationships with the people in our

community.
We sre Portlasd’s Allersative Reaslions.
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