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If you think that Cotton Cloud is just another 
one of those iuton stores - it’s time you stopped 

by and see what we’re really about. Some of 
the most beautiful, classic and contemporary 
home furnishings in the Northwest at prices 

that still allow room for living. And yes, we do 
make &  sell great futons too.

Furniture
Portland 3 35-0758  

1916 NE Broadway 
10-7:30 Mon-Sat &  12-5 Sun.

Beaverton 626 -0 4 0 0  
12300 SW Broadway 

10-7 Mon-Sat &  12-5 Sun.

Delivery available *  90 days same as cash
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G iving with A bandon
For tw o  Portland restaurateurs,
charitable contributions are business as usual by Patrick Collins

F
red Cash views it in terms of reciproc
ity. Michael Cox sees it as a natural 
part of running a successful business, as 
well as an extension of his values. 
Together, the two owners of Wild 

Abandon, a bistro located at 2411 SE Belmont 
St., are bolstering some of queer Portlands 
favorite causes.

“This is our neighborhood,” says Cash. 
“People come in and we provide nourishment in 
a very immediate way. Our customers support us

He got his first taste of the restaurant indus
try at the age of 13 in his hometown of Fruita, 
Colo., where he worked as a dishwasher. At 
Wild Abandon he bakes desserts, waits tables, 
and writes menus.

“1 live and breathe this thing,” he says, 
adding, “As someone who has worked in restau
rants for so long, it was important to me to cre
ate a place where the customers and the employ
ees are happy, where we’re part of the commu
nity instead of just a business.”

Investing takes more than money... 
it takes vision, service, performance.

Fred Elledge, Financial Consultant

121 SW Morrison Street, Suite 1600 
Portland, OR 97204
(503) 248-2279 or (800) 452-0966
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From left: Wild Abandon co-owner Michael Cox with employees Frank, Kouri, Joshua, Eden, 
Barbra and Lance

financially, and we support the community by 
supporting issues and charities that are impor
tant to them, and to us as well.”

Cox views the business’ support of groups 
such as Cascade AIDS Project and Our House 
of Portland, a residential facility for those living 
with AIDS, in a more personal vein.

“We’ve all lost too many people to AIDS,”

Cash, who bought into Wild Abandon last 
year, is the more political of the pair.

As Cox tended to tables and checked on the 
kitchen, Cash shared with Just Out his experi
ences and vision. Every answer he gave begged 
no fewer than 10 more questions.

"I was bom while my parents were on vaca
tion, and I’ve been traveling ever since,” he says,

"This is our neighborhood. People come in and we provide nourishment 
in a very immediate way. O ur customers support us financially, 

and we support the community b y supporting issues and charities 
that are im portant to them, and to us as w ell."

— Fred Cash

he says. “The whole epidemic has taken a toll on 
me emotionally, and owning a business provides 
me with a vehicle to contribute. There’s really 
no reason not to.”

The duo estimates Wild Abandon donated a 
total of $5,500 in 1997 to organizations such as 
Bradley-Angle House, Outside In, Lesbian 
Community Project, Basic Rights Oregon and 
Phoenix Rising Foundation.

It has also provided program support to 
events such as LCP’s softball tournament and 
the annual Right to Pride dinner, and served up 
fcxxl donations to Our House and others.

Cox, 38, has logged 25 years in the eatery biz, 
working at several Portland establishments, as 
well as in Las Vegas and Los Angeles, where he 
waited on Bette Davis six months before her 
death.

“She was demanding,” he recounts, “but not 
a bitch. Definitely not a bitch.”

then sips his coffee. It’s not clear where he’s 
from, or even where, exactly, he might be going.

What is clear is his passion for politics.
“ I worked in the fcxxl service business at 

night, which allowed me to agitate during the 
day,” says Cash, 43, who has dabbled in commu
nity radio and the anti-nuclear movement. In 
addition, he helped craft a 1996 ballot measure 
which raised Oregon’s minimum wage, and in 
1986 helped charter the Oregon coast’s first 
chapter of the National Organization for 
Women, in which he was the first male member.

He also chaired the Multnomah County 
Democratic Central Committee from 1992 to 
1995.

“That’s been my driving force, I think. The 
belief that people accomplish things via build
ing blocks, by bringing groups together and 
working through the mainstream," he says.
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