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Gerard Lillie • 5934 N.E. Halsey
282-3315

WITH
A CONSCIENCE

Certified Mechanics
Complete automotive service 
of Japanese and American 
cars and light trucks.
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Todd Connelly • 6006 E. Burnside

231-8486

When an ordinary Realtor sim ply won't do...

933 SE 31st Ave.
Portland, OR 97214  
OFC: 5 0 3 -2 3 8 -7 6 1 7  
FAX: 503-234-9511  

http://www.climbatree.com  
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Alternative: Straying from what is considered normal: different; the choice between two 
mutually exclusive possibilities. To say, "I am alternative," is to say, "I am leading a different 
lifestyle from mainstream society: honoring diversity, building community and creating a 
lifestyle that promotes the health and well-being of our planet."

REALTORS*

Portland's Alternative Realtors represent an appealing alternative for those individuals who 
prefer not to work with a conventional salesperson. We support our local community, 
organic agriculture, all recycling efforts, and networking to create a healthier environment.

It is our mission to bring integrity and trust into the real estate profession while creating 
tremendously satisfying and fulfilling lifelong relationships with the people in our 
community.
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Talk A bout Junk Mail
Transsexual activist Ashley Sindaire claims
the Corvallis Mail Center violated her civil rights by Inga Sorensen

S
tate investigators are looking into 
whether transsexual activist Ashley 
Sinclaire’s civil rights were violated 
by an employee at the Corvallis Mail 
Center.

The Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries 
probe is in response to a complaint filed by 
Sinclaire in which she alleges that the Corvallis 
Mail Center violated her civil rights and a local 
ordinance prohibiting discrimination in public 
accommodations based on sexual orientation or 
perceived sexual orientation.

Sinclaire, 28, says she intermittently rented 
private mailboxes from the center during a five- 
year period.

Last spring, Sinclaire legally changed her 
name (from Benjamin John Campbell) and 
started hormone therapy as part of her gender 
reassignment process.

At that time she was collaborating with 
Washington prisoner Donald Snook on projects 
related to prison activism.

She says they had a “romantic relationship,” 
and that Snook knew of her 
transsexual status and was sup­
portive.

According to Sinclaire, 
that summer Snook received a 
handwritten letter that read:
“Don—Ashley let me read 
your letter. I hope you know 
she is a he. His real name is 
Ben Campbell. He is a fag. You 
are getting love letters from a 
man who wants to be a 
woman. Think about it. He 
wants to move to San 
Francisco. This place is known 
as gay bay. I lived two hours 
south of this hell hole. Ha, ha, 
ha, ha. You stupid ass. You 
want pussy so bad you will let a 
fag turn you on.”

Snook forwarded the letter 
to Sinclaire, who was stunned.
Equally disturbing to her, how­
ever, was the fear that someone 
was stealing and reading her 
mail. Sinclaire says she never 
let anyone read her correspon­
dence with Snook.

“It felt like a total inva­
sion,” she says. “It’s still hard 
for me to tell this story because 
it’s embarrassing and traumat­
ic.”

Sinclaire says she reported 
the matter to Corvallis police, Ashley Sinclaire 
who initially “neglected to take 
a written report” because, they said, no crime 
had been committed.

Sinclaire surmised that Jennifer Kroesing, an 
employee of the Corvallis Mail Center—and 
daughter of the facility’s owner, Kelly Brown— 
had written the letter to Snook. Samples she 
obtained of Kroesing’s handwriting “exactly 
matched the handwriting in the homophobic 
letter,” Sinclaire says.

She went back to the Corvallis police with 
the information, and they eventually questioned 
Kroesing and Brown.

According to the police report, Kroesing ini­
tially “denied any knowledge of the letter writ­
ten to Snook.” She later admitted to authoring 
the letter but denied stealing or opening mail.

Sinclaire says Kroesing claimed that “she’d 
somehow figured out that I was ‘pretending’ to

be a woman, even though she did not know me 
at all. She said she just wanted to warn [Snook] 
out of the goodness of her heart about how I was 
supposedly ‘pretending.’ “

Kroesing, who is still employed by the 
Corvallis Mail Center, would not comment for 
this story.

Brown, however, tells Just Out that her 
daughter did write the letter but did not tamper 
with anyone’s mail.

“[Kroesing] swears she did not open a letter,” 
says Brown.

As for Kroesing’s missive to Snook, Brown 
says, “This is an isolated incident. It happened 
only once. One time. One letter.”

Brown adds that Kroesing can sometimes be 
“a little misguided” but promises a similar situa­
tion will not arise in the future.

“We don’t discriminate against anyone 
here,” she says, “I mean, I’d say half our clients 
are gay.”

No criminal charges have been brought due 
to “insufficient evidence to show a crime had
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been committed,” concludes the police report.
Sinclaire, meanwhile, talked with Corvallis 

ombudsperson Prudence Miles, who advised her 
that even with no proof of mail theft, Kroesing 
and the Corvallis Mail Center may have violat­
ed the city’s anti-discrimination law, enabling 
her to file a discrimination claim with BOLL

Miles tells Just Out that Sinclaire appears to 
have received “differential treatment” due to 
her perceived sexual orientation.

The BOLI investigation is expected to last 
several weeks.

Reflecting upon the scenario, Sinclaire, who 
has since moved to Portland, says, ‘Tve had so 
many emotions around this. It was really hard at 
first, but 1 feel more empowered now because 
I’m trying to do something about it.”
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