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S tic k s  a n d  T o n e s
At its first full-length concert, Portland Taiko will bang

the drum slowly and quickly, all with breathtaking energy
▼

by Will O’Bryan

Portland Taiko members Howard Nakanishi and Ann Ishimaru
reotypes. Granted, Taiko was founded in Japan, 
and it’s there that it enjoys its greatest popularity. 
Nevertheless, only two of Portland Taiko’s mem­
bers identify as Japanese American. The group’s 
members represent a broad spectrum of cultural 
diversity, most of it Asian.

Thus, while the group considers itself Asian 
American, that means a great many things. It 
means a member’s heritage may be Filipino, 
Chinese, Korean, European or a number of other 
lineages. And while some members are new to the

30 years of violin study between 
them.

Another piece, "Lima,” was 
written by Rachel Ebora, a Filipina 
who also identifies as a bi-dyke. 
“Lima” is the Tagalog word for 
“five.” Choy, a Chinese and Ko­
rean American, and Ebora co­
authored “Arashi.”

More traditional favorites to be 
presented Oct. 10 are “Shake No 
Keari” (“Return of the Salmon”) 
and “Amaterasu” (“Japanese Sun 
Goddess”). Dancers, led by special 
guest Chisao Hata, will help to tell 
the story of the Sun Goddess 

through a choreographed piece entitled “Uzume.”

Portland Taiko will be "Making Waves ” 
Friday, Oct. 10, at 7:30 pm at the Scottish Rite 

Center, 709 SW 15th Ave. The venue is 
wheelchair accessible. Tickets, which cost 
$10.50 and $12.50, are available through 

Anzen Importers (no service charge) and Fred 
Meyer Fastixx outlets (charge by phone at 

224-8499). For more information, call 
Portland Taiko at 295-9709.

United States, others in the group have roots here 
that run generations deep.

Ishimaru says that despite the group’s cultural 
richness, it’s not uncommon for Portland Taiko to 
be greeted with, “Here come the Japanese drum­
mers.” Part of a Portland Taiko performance is 
usually dedicated to audience outreach and trying 
to dismantle stereotypes that shadow Asian Ameri­
cans.

Such a performance is scheduled for Friday, 
Oct. 10, at the Scottish Rite Center. The perfor­
mance, presented by PortlandTaiko’s five-mem­
ber ensemble, is titled "Making Waves.” For the 
group, which was founded in 1994, “Making 
Waves” will be its first full-length concert.

Ishimaru shares ensemble membership with 
Janice Choy, Rachel Ebora, Howard Nakanishi 
and Zack Semke.

In further contrast from traditional Taiko 
groups, “Making Waves” will present some origi­
nal compositions by group members. Choy, who 
also has classical piano training, wrote “Spring 
Mourning,” which incorporates classical violin. 
Conveniently, Ishimaru and Semke have a total of

A
s Jackie Chan dazzles American au­
diences, Japanese baseball players run 
the bases while thousands cheer. The 
cultural links between Asia and the 
United States are both subtle and glar­
ing. Portland Taiko makes them loud.

Taiko is a booming Japanese drum, and Port­
land Taiko is the Asian American group that plays 
it, and other drums, locally. As with most cultural 
exchanges, the original form has taken on a local 
flavor.

“A lot of our members are activist,” explains 
Ann Ishimaru, one of the group’s 17 members and 
its co-director. “That’s something we’ve tried to 
hold on to.”

Traditionally, a Taiko group in Japan would 
fall into set roles and disciplines and a “sensei,” or 
teacher, would have final decision-making power. 
That’s not the case in Portland. Portland Taiko 
members don’t check their activist 
personalities at the door. They in­
corporate them into the drumming.

Beating the drums creates an 
energy that members use to em­
power themselves and give to au­
diences. "It’s hard to explain to 
people who haven’t seen it be­
fore,” says Ishimaru, pointing to 
Taiko’s use of movement, culture, 
sound and energy. "It’s all these 
things at once.... That’s what 
makes it so powerful.”

Aside from creating energy,
Portland Taiko acts to destroy ste-
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T rinity  E piscopal Cathedral Presents

A ID S  A W A R E N E S S  W E E K  
Lamentation/Œ  L E BRATION  

OCTOBER 11-19, 1997
Saturday • Oc tober 11 

10am -2pm Labyrinth: Special iMbyrinlh 
Healing W orkshop 

Sunday - October 12
Sam Lay Sermon: Rill Countryman - Theologian 

& Recognized Authority on AIDS/HD 
9am Forum: Rill Country man 
10am Lay Sermon: Hill Countryman 
11:30am Program: Medical l pdate - Status o f  

Research & Range o f  Options 
Monday - October 13

7:30pm Arts Commission Evening: Presentation 
by Trinity Arts Commission 

Tuesday-October 14
7:30pm Youth and AIDS ‘.Joint Performance by 

Trinity l pper School/OTS l pper School Arts Dept.
CORNER OF NW I9TH AVENUE & EVERETT -

Wednesday - October IS 
7:30pm Choral Vespers: Joint Trinity/Portland 

Metro Diocesan Performance. Bishop LadehofT 
to speak

Thursday - October 16 
9am - 3pm Clergy & Pastoral Care Workshop:

AIDS W orkshop fo r Christian Clergy/Pastoral 
Care Workers

7:30 pm Interfaith Panel Discussion o f  Attitudes 
Tou ards AIDS

Saturday thru Sunday -October 18/19 
7:30pm - 7:30am Vigil: Diocesan - Wide Vigil 

at Trinity
Sunday-October 19

9am Forum: The Faces o f  HIV. Panel o f  People 
W ho Are Living W ith HIV/AIDS

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 222-9811

• A musical theatre tour de force... Knockout 
entertainment you'll be seeing a world class 
performance up close and personal *

Drama-Logue, New York

*...she entertains, banters, teases, and most 
of all sings It's a terrific evening, and 
McNight is radiant, funny, and heartbreaking 
as this fabulous show business personality...* 
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