
\ f

32 ▼ octob«r 3, 1907 ▼ ju st out

SMUT! COMIX! W E I R D ® !
That’s right, kids, you won't find any books filled with big 
words here at CounterMedia. Too hard on the brain! 
What you will find is Portland's best assortment of: 

o Old gay physique mags and nudie mags 
o Gay photo and art erotica 
o Hard-to-find gay mags (T*R*A*S*H, STH) 
o Erotic gay fiction and non-fiction 

Plus, of course, the usual stuff on (yawn) body piercing, 
serial killers, drugs and freaks. CounterMedia: One-stop 
shopping for Portland's depraved! 927 SW Oak (half a block 
from Powell’s). 11-7 M-Sat, 12-6 Sun.
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$9.95 Sale  Videos
Visit Our Website at: www.fantasyforadultsonly.com

Downtown
1512 W  Burnside 

Portland
295-6969

Northeast
3137 NE Sandy Blvd. 

Portland
239-6969

Southeast
8445 SE McLoughlin Blvd. 

just south of Tacoma St. 
238-6969

Southwest
6440 SW Coronado Dr.

Tigard 1-5 at 99W
244-6969

S U R G E O N  G E N E R A L 'S  W A R N IN G : SHOPPING AT FANTASY FOR 
ADULTS ONLY MAY BE GOOD FOR YOUR SEX LIFE

All A bout Out
Plan your next family vacation to include a tour of queer historic 

sites, or sink into an armchair voyage on a rainy afternoon

by Beren d e M o tie r

ooks
something to torment the adults 
with for the remainder o f the 
journey. I thought to myself, now 
here’s a new twist on an old theme 
for lesbian parents like the wife 
and I, or any mighty enlightened 
family unit. O f course, you might 
need brother and sister to be a little 
older to take this trip, or better yet, 
leave them at Grandm a’s and take 
some queer teenagers who could use 
a slice of history to nourish them 
through life instead.

O f course, to be more accurate, The 
Queerest Places is many slices o f dif­
ferent lives. Martinac takes on the coun­
try state by state and breaks down loca­
tions of queer interest— bars, businesses, 
homes of gay men, lesbians and trans- 
gendered people past and present— plus 
historic moments, cultural events and com­
munity resources. Her pleasing and infor­
mative narration gives us facts about fa­
mous individuals, and individuals not fa­
mous at all but who made a difference, such 
as Joe Cino, who ran Caffe Cino in New 
York (1958-67) and who is credited with 
providing the place where both gay theater 
and off-off-Broadway was bom.

If you are a student of gay and lesbian 
history, and have read some o f the excellent 
material out there, much of what is included in 
The Queerest Places will be familiar. One strik­
ing thing about the format is the way Martinac 
includes quotations from literature, or from indi- 
viduals’ letters or diaries, as ways to bring the y & k ' 
history alive, such as in the excerpt from a letter
fA P m 1 1 \/ D ip L in e A n ’c c ic to r  in  loti/ k i;  r\or\r\

aspect of gay
to Emily Dickinson’s sister-in-law by Dickinson 
which refutes her biographers’ claim to hetero-
cpyhq | p x r l i m v i f v

Susie, will you indeed The Queerest Places many
come home next Saturday,
and be my own again, and 
kiss me as you used to?

S
imilar in content, but 
totally different in ap­
proach, is Out in All 

Directions: A Treasury of 
Gay and Lesbian America, 
e d ite d  by L ynn  W itt, 
Sherry Thomas and Eric 
M arcus. W hereas  The 
Queerest Places calls you 
to an overstuffed couch 
with a bowl of grapes and 
a fine bottle o f water, Out 
in All Directions is a Diet
Coke on the front porch 
while you watch the girls (or boys) go by. Not that 
Out in All Directions isn’t good, in fact it’s 
fascinating reading and it’s about how we live. 
Though there are chapter headings from "W e Are 
Everywhere" to “The Material W orld,” I found 
the groupings illogical and random. However, 
this is just a matter o f style and taste, the content 
is a treasure trove o f history, culture and the

slices o f different lives. 
Martinac takes on the coun­
try state by state and breaks 

down locations of queer 
interest—bars, businesses, 
homes o f gay men, lesbians 
and transgendered people 

past and present—plus 
historic moments, cultural 

events and community 
resources.

good job of 
covering just about every 
or lesbian experience for 
people living in the United 
States. The section on cre­
a tin g  fam ily  seem ed 
grossly inadequate consid­
ering the baby boom going 
on around us, not just by 
lesbians through insemi­
nation or adoption, but by 
gay men claiming their 
right to fatherhood through 
prior marriages, as adop- 
ti ve parents and as step par­
ents. But that’s just me and 
my station wagon talking.

Out in all Directions is 
chock-full of good stuff, 
as is The Queerest Places. 
If you’re looking for your 
queer history, look no fur­
ther than these two books.

The Queerest Places: A Guide to Gay and 
Lesbian Historic Sites by Paula Martinac. Owl 

Books, 1997; $14.95 paper. 
Out in All Directions: A Treasury of Gay and 
Lesbian America edited by Lynn Witt, Sherry 

Thomas and Eric Marcus. Warner Books, 
1995; $16.99paper.

W
hen I heard of Paula M artinac’s 
book The Queerest Places: A 
Guide to Gay and Lesbian His­
toric Sites, I im m ed ia te ly  
thought o f those mythic sum­

mer voyages in station wagons that earnest Ameri­
can families are supposed to take. The ones where 
brother and sister kick each other in the back seat 
the entire way, and when the family finally reaches 
the Grand Canyon the kids rush to the gift shop for

modem world as it relates to being gay, lesbian or 
bisexual. Especially good were the longer ar­
ticles included on various subjects, including 
Arwyn M oore’s piece on the Harlem Renais­
sance, “Forming a Queer Consciousness Through 
the Blues.”

Humor is also used to good effect, by cartoons 
and by humorous articles lampooning attitudes 
toward gay men and lesbians, such as Daniel 
Mendelsohn’s “Born Republican” article in the 
“Are You Bom That Way?” section.

Out in All Directions is strong on 
people of color, and does a
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