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Gai-Pied

For the Gay Man in Your Life

» Gay books & cards

XClusive selection of speciaity

m

magazines
* New Web Page! www.gaipied.com
2544 NE Broadway

1128 Portland, OR 97232

North
Portland

Veterinary
Hospital

Like any family member
our pets need good healthcare.
At North Portland Veterinary
Hospital, we provide the very
best medical care along with
big doses of tenderness
and compassion.

285-0462

2009 N.Killingsworth

A Portland high school student. A gay teacher. A course.
- There’'s a lesson to be learned in here somewhere.
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To order Completing The Course at S13 each, send check or money order to:

On Course Books  P.0. Box 20687 * Seattle WA 98102

Visa/MasterCard accepted by phone

206-720-7145

Political scientists report on the changing attitudes
of gay voters—and of straight voters on gay issues—
at an annual meeting

by Bob Roehr

olitical scientists poking and prodding
the U.S. electorate have good and bad
news for gay and lesbian community

The bad news is that support for the
rights of gay men and lesbians is “a
mile wide and aninch deep,” says Steven Haeberle,
a professor at the University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham

He says concerns about gay and lesbian rights
are “conspicuously absent” from the list of priori
ties of traditional liberals.

The good news is that the same pattern is
reflected among many conservatives

I'hese were among the conclusions presented
in papers and discussions at the annual meeting of
the American Political Science Association in
Washington, D.C., at the end of August

Haeberle probed data to see how attitudes
toward gay men and lesbians have changed within
vanious subgroups of the population

He theorized that heightened visibility and
discussion of gay and lesbian issues in the media
would shift attitudes between the 1992 and 1996
elections
I'he question of allowing openly gay peopleto
serve in the military drew the most public atten-
tion and resulted in the greatest shift in attitude
Support jumped 10.2 percent, from 58.5 percent
to 68.7 percent

By contrast, support for federal employment
nondiscrimination legislation grew only slightly
to 63.8 percent .

Haeberle says the disparity may have to do
with the heightened visibility over the military
1ssue. Employment nondiscrimination legislation,
meanwhile, has not garnered as much attention

Haeberle says one of the most surprising find
ings 1s that the apparent shift toward a more
tolerant attitude on the military question was
‘greatest among those who were the staunchest
opponents in 1992,

Conservatives, males and born-again Chris-

tians moved more than the average. Evangelical
Christians shifted 20.3 percentage points

This flies in the face of traditional political
wisdom, which contends that it is the political
center which shifts on issues, not the extremes
Haeberle offered no advice on what this means for
[WT'.I.L'[.IL'L:! ["']111\'\

Rutgers University professor Robert Bailey
took a first look at self-identified gay and lesbian
voters in congressional races in the 1990s

He found that in urban areas gay people voted
Democratic just as often as their straight neigh-
bors in 1990,

But Bill Clinton’s 1992 campaign and the
homophobic overtones at the Republican Na-
tional Convention had a polarizing effect that
significantly boosted the allegiance of gay men
and lesbians to the Democratic Party

While the 1994 election—which brought GOP
control of both houses of Congress—was viewed
as a "repudiation of Clinton,” Bailey says lesbian

and gay voters maintained their percentage of

allegiance to Democratic candid

ites that year and
in 1996

However, he noted a dramatic drop in both the
numbers and percentages of self-identified gay
and lesbian voters during nonpresidential elec
lions :

He attributes some of that drop to technical
problems with polling techniques. Gay-identified
voters also tend to be younger than average, and
younger people tend to vote at lower rates than
their elders, particularly in off-year elections

Bailey also believes that Republican-identi
fied and older lesbians and gay men “stayed
home™ in disproportionate numbers during the
1994 election. He attributes this to an intense
“conflict between voting on economic grounds or
on identity grounds.”
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