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AIDS activist Mark Harrington nabs ‘genius award,’
but it hasn’t turned his head

v

by Bob Roehr

he call came as a complete surprise.

"l gotiton Thursday,” says AIDS

activist Mark Harrington. “Would 1

accept a MacArthur Fellowship?

What was | supposed to say? No, I

won't take your money? Or, I can’t take it for the

next five years even if it is unrestricted, I'm too
busy?”

The fellowship program began in 1981 and
was quickly dubbed the “genius award™ by the
public. It is a “no strings attached” five-year
grant that “means to honor creative people ev-
erywhere,” says MacArthur Foundation presi-
dent Adele Simmons.

Harrington was selected for his work as “a
writer, researcher and activist who has not only
advanced our knowledge of AIDS treatments but
has alsoinspired new

ACT UP zapped the FDA and within a month
the policy was reversed.

“We started getting letters from all over the
country that said, *“Thanks, ACT UP, you saved
my eyesight,” 7 says Harrington. “It felt so tan-
gible—Ilike there could be nothing more reward-
ing than doing things that would help people stay
alive or keep their vision.”

[talso steeled him for the nextcrisis, when his
lover took sick and died of AIDS and Harrington
himself tested positive for HIV. “Those were
dark days,"” he says.

Harrington is a founding member of the Treat-
ment Action Group, which split off from ACT
UP-New York in 1992.

He and Greg Gonsalves wrote a report on
reforming AIDS research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health that

understandingsinthe
roles that ordinary
citizens can play in
facilitating scientific
work...[and] for re-
forms in the method-
ology of drug test-
ing.”

The process of
choosing fellows 1s
guarded and secre-
tive. What we do
know, however, is
that each year 125
people are asked to
serve as ‘“talent
and submit
for the

scouts”
nominees
program.

An anonymous
panel of adozen sifts
though the nomina-
tions and makes its
recommendations to
the foundation’s
board.

This year 23 fel-
lows were tapped—
theirnames unveiled
June 16.

Eachwillreceive
a quarterly stipend
for the next five years. Dollaramounts are geared
to age; Harrington, 37, will receive a total of
$240,000.

Mark Harrington

ark Harrington didn’t set out to be an

AIDS activist. The San Francisco na

tive traveled to Harvard to study hu-
manities, then worked as a waiter.

But later, living in New York City, he was
swept up “in that great first wave in 1988 when
hundreds of people were joining ACT UP.

“A friend of mine developed ARC. Remem-
ber ARC? He was 28 and didn’thave a job, didn’t
have insurance, didn’thave an apartment. I could
soeasily imagine myself in his shoes,” Harrington
recalls.

In a matter of months Harrington was work-

ing on a planned action at the federal Food and |

Drug Administration.

“It just dragged me in. | found out this is what
| was going to be doing with my life,” says
Harrington,
writing to pay the bills.

A major turning point came in 1989, “when
they cut off access to ganciclovir and they made

he says.

who squeezed in some freelance

I\\'nl'l[t‘ g0 on this [“LiL’L‘hH trial,”

led tocreation of the
Office of AIDS Re-
search.
Harrington be-
came a consultant
and sat on the advi-
sory body that cre-
ated the soon-to-be-
released federal
guidelines for stan-
dards of care for
HIV.
In July, he will
serve as a public
member on the
FDA panel that will
rewrite drug clini-
cal trial and ap-
proval guidelines
based on RNA viral
load standards.
“We justkepton
trucking, and 1t
2 turns out that all of
@ thatstuff really paid
< off last year,” he
2 sighs with content-
ment. “My support
5 group has been

meeting for seven

years,

the six are undetect-
able and the sixth hasn’t started yet [on protease
inhibitors]. We all have a new lease on life, and
we have to figure out what we are going to do
with it.”

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National
Institute of Allergies and Infectious Diseases,
calls Harrington "a classic example of someone
able to make the transition from the provocative
activism that gains attention to becoming enough
of an expert in the field [to get] a justified seat at
the table, as opposed to a token seat at the table.”

Harrington maintains the award won’t affect
his life much, and vows to “keep on doing my
AIDS work.”

That includes “keeping the pipeline full so
that when people wear out drugs, there will be
new ones.”

He also hopes to try “to get a global solution
and not just an expensive high-tech combination-
therapy solution which is only going to be acces-
sible in the developed world.”

Harrington also admits he may take some
time off to finish his book on the first 10 years of
AIDS activism “and buy bookshelves,
practical things
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4314 N. :11:'_«5:}'.\':';?;?1' at Skidmore
Natiwonal Register of Historic Places
Victorian Bed ¢ Breakfast Mansion
Victorian Cottage with 4 BD/3 BTH

with 1 BD Apartment
Adjoining 50 x 100 Foot lot

Residential and Co-Commercial

Zoned

* Exquisitely restored interiors

* Many bedrooms

* Many Baths
 Parlour * Library * Commercial Kitchen

* & off-street parKing spaces

e Total of nearly 1/2

Acre

s * Gazebo with Hot tub * Manicured Grounds

* Full basement with office and storage

$625,000
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222-9701

VM 497.5211
636 NW 21st Ave.
Portland, OR 97209

OWN YOUR OWN HOME

s500 DOWN 0.AC.

ightly higher]

J-BDRM, 2 BATH

Approx. 1200 sq. f
500 pown

S435 8at
Clackamas B-6 & 12

3-BDRM, 2 BATH
Approx. 1296 sq. i

3500 pown

S420 &3¢
Clockamas Area P-8

2-BDRM, 2 BATH
Kiichen, Moming Room

51146 vown
568 Month

O.AC

Sp #1 SE Porland

3-BDRM, 2 BATH
f
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3-BDRM, 2 BATH

3-BDRM, 2 BATH

Aached garage, 1400 sq. b

1100 bown
565 Month

Q.AC

Canby #509

3-BDRM, 2 BATH

Atioched gorage, 1400 sq.

51098 pown
%652 it
Canby #511

Interested in
Hood River?
We have land and
Models on land
Call Central Homes
(503) 659-7241

4-BDRM, 2 BATH
Approx. 2000 sq. f

1 Only Special

65,900
Cal Todoy

. hame, no spoce
rent for 6 mos. Troukdole Sp. 87

Payments based on 30 years, 11% APR O.A.C.

13233 S.E. McLoughlin,
Milwaukie, OR ¢ 659-7241




