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letters
Taking a bite
out of a national “ hero”
To the Editor:

I would like to point out, regarding Patricia 
Nell Warren’s [op-ed piece] [“Student teachers,” 
Just Out, March 21,1997], that Thomas Jefferson 
held slaves throughout his life (who were not 
freed upon his death), and thus is not a person to 
honor and hold as an icon.

As I’m sure most of your readers are unaware, 
I’d also like to point out that the U.S. Constitution is 
based on the philosophy of the Iroquois Confed­
eracy and uses some of that language in translation.

It is deeply frustrating to me as a First Peoples 
Two Spirit Woman (translation: Indian lesbian) 
that Euro-immigrant queers often embrace colo­
nizer ideology, as though all the anti-racist work 
we’ve been doing for 25 years within queerdom 
hasn’t happened. So get it already: Jefferson is not 
a hero, the West was not “won,” and Columbus 
did not discover “America.” Otherwise, the fight 
for queer rights is just another round of more 
white supremacy. I am very weary o f struggling 
to be in solidarity with people who continue to 
oppress me with their ignorance.

As regards the JoAnn Loulan scandal, I have 
a simple solution— she donates back into the 
lesbian community all the money she made off us.

Chrystos
Bainbridge Island, Wash.

Don’t let disappointment 
create divisions
To the Editor:

I take issue with Patty Lee [Letters, Just Out, 
April 4, 1997] o f Portland who felt “the right to 
feel a sense of betrayal” [regarding JoAnn Loulan’s 
announcement that she’s dating a man]. Yes, we 
have a right to have feelings. What we don’t have 
as human beings is a proprietary control over 
another person’s object o f attraction.

It does no one in the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community any good to ask bisexu­
als to go somewhere else and start their own 
publications. I know it is difficult to accept the 
fact that relationships are subject to imperma­
nence, whether gay, lesbian or bisexual. It is 
deeply painful to lose an attachment to someone, 
whatever their orientation.

I think the myth o f bisexual relationships 
being immune to any integrity or fidelity is the 
same misunderstanding, spread by right-wing 
homophobes, that has delayed the gay and lesbian 
acceptance into the mainstream of society. The 
community cannot afford to allow such segrega­
tion and prejudice to destroy the unity we have 
created.

Bruce Martin 
Vancouver

HCV disease merits 
more coverage
To the Editor:

I’m very glad to see your report on hepatitis C 
virus [“Hepatitis C and HIV,” Just Out, April 4, 
1997]. I’ve been suffering from HCV infection 
(HIV negative) for at least 10 years, though I was

diagnosed only 4 years ago. One of the hardest 
things about having the disease is having to ex­
plain all the time why I’m tired, why I’m reluctant 
to plan an evening out a week ahead, etc.

It bears repeating that with 8,000 people per 
year dying and 4 million people in the United 
States infected, it’s way past time that this disease 
came out of the closet. Hard facts are difficult to 
come by, though, when it comes to HCV. My 
doctor (a nationally prominent specialist) once 
told me, for example, that there is no linear 
relationship between or among the variables that 
can be observed with HCV infection. A patient 
may have a very high viral load and not have very 
severe liver inflammation. On the other hand, 
another patient might feel very ill (chronically 
tired), have a low viral load and little liver tissue 
inflammation.

The virus, as you point out, was only isolated 
and identified in 1989, but several subtypes have 
also been identified, and in reference to the success 
rate (20 percent) of interferon alpha therapy, the 
viral subtypes vary greatly in their response to the 
drug. By the way, for anyone who hasn’t already 
heard, one year on interferon is not going to be a 
very good or productive year: The three-times- 
weekly dose makes you feel pretty awful for about 
24 hours. Since this “cure” is often thought to be 
worse than the disease, you should ask your spe­
cialist to determine your virus subtype before 
choosing to submit yourself to the one-year course.

I try to stay well informed on the subject of 
HCV. In your article, however, I read for the first 
time information pertaining to alcohol consump­
tion and HCV. Interesting. Of course it is the liver 
that must metabolize alcohol, but many people 
who are perhaps unknowingly infected with HCV, 
and/or who are at an early stage of the infection, 
have livers that still function very well. As for me, 
a doctor cautioned me three years ago that alco­
hol suppresses the immune system, so to drink 
when one is trying to overcome a chronic viral 
infection seems just plain dumb.

The other thing worth noting is the sexual 
transmission rate. In your article you state that 
“HCV is not as efficiently transmitted through 
sex as is HIV.” True. The HCV transmission rate 
among married couples having unprotected sex 
was between 3 percent and 10 percent, depending 
on the study. Though as you point out, there is no 
reason to be complacent. I always inform my 
sexual partners i f an exchange ofanykindof body 
fluid seems imminent, and unfortunately this in­
volves lengthy talk about what this disease is. 
Imagine! So few people know much o f anything 
about it. That’s why I’m writing to thank you, and 
to request that you inform the gay community 
much more thoroughly and frequently on HCV. 
Spread of HCV is not common outside o f blood 
transfusion or IV drug use, and even more so than 
with HIV, there is little danger o f sexual transmis­
sion if safer sex is practiced.

We need to have everyone, and maybe espe­
cially gay people, better informed about HCV.

John Walsh 
Portland

CORRECTION
In the April 18 editorial we incorrectly stated 

that Kate Bomstein was the author of Gender Jail. 
The title of her book is Gender Outlaw. Just Out 
regrets the error.
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For most people, the hardest part of financial 
planning is making the phone call But once 
you do, you'll be very surprised to realize how 
easy it all can be As an experienced account 
representative, Floreid is committed to helping 
individuals, domestic partners, couples and

families understand their financial 
options. VOiether the goal is bud­
geting. retirement planning, life 
insurance or saving for college, 

Floreid’s expertise will help you to 
make the right choices. Why put it 
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REID WALKER 
r(503) 238-6036 
1-800-48^-6626 

icemail (503) 291-7713 
up: /www.waddell.com

Celebrating my 8th year serving our community's real estate needs,
Sr my 26th year in the struggle for lesbian/gay rights!

▼ Millynn  V  House "Sold" Word
▼Buying or selling real estate? Let me give you a hand...

As your community professional realtor I can gently & expertly guide you through every step of the 

buying & selling process... /!\o.ke \fOUt / 1\ove h)itk / 1\iU\fnn in 1997!

▼ BUYERS, As your experienced Buyer’s Broker I'll help you find & buy your dream home! 
I'll demystify the home buying process for you, explain financing options, & advise you on 
investment potential & the latest market trends. I will represent vour interests from your 
first viewings to the beginning of negotiations & right through to Closing & Moving Day!
▼ SELLERS, Take advantage of my 20+ years of top marketing experience! I’ll give your 
property the best exposure in the full marketplace so that you’ll be sure to get 'T o p  Dollar". 
( Even Nationally on my private tollfree response line!) ..Call to find out about my ” cutting- 
edge” marketing plans. Yes, I'm "high tech", but I'm  also "high touch"...vou'H always get 
my full personal attention!
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▼ CALL N O W  to schedule vour 
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▼ OUT on Broadway!
2 1 0 0  NE Broadway, Suite 1-B 
Portland, OR 9 7 2 3 2  
5 0 3 -2 8 7 -8 9 8 9 , x122(Office/24 hr voicemail)
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▼  / te to c la U  S to k e t,  / H u tt im lU lo n  t  ^b*toducet

... is our real estate professional

cellular 318-1455 wfax 503-284-1618
OUT of the area? Call 1-800-825-9948 
▼E-mail: Millynnj @aol.com
▼  Specializing in classic & restorable homes in Pdx's established "close-in" neighborhoods
▼  *Thank you, ttji( /lesbian A  (C om m unity. $0* tfout fabulous support A  
nyelcovne u fa lla ls !  You enable my continued support of RTP, Basic Rights Oregon, LCP, HRC, NARAL,

CAP, PLC, Phoenix Rising, ONRCACLU.NOW, Lesbian & Gay Pride & SO much more!
▼See me in the classifieds for late-breaking info & listings ▼
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