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L e f t : Ch u c k  Ca r p e n t e r  m a kes  h is  fin a l  b id  fo r  HB3719 o n  th e  H o u s e  flo o r . L e f t , in s e t : Ge o r g e  E ig h m e y  s p e a k s  in  s u p p o r t , Po r tl a n d  
D e m o c r a t  F r a n k  Sh ie l d s  (in  s tr ip e d  s h ir t ) a l s o  spo k e  in  s u p p o r t ; Ab o v e  l e f t : bill  s u p p o r te r s  w ait in  th e  g a l l e r y  a s  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e
MADE, FOR AND AGAINST; ABOVE RIGHT: CARPENTER LISTENS AS A FELLOW LEGISLATOR GIVES TESTIMONY; BELOW: SUPPORTERS CONGRATULATE ONE 
ANOTHER AS THE VOTE IS CALLED—(FROM LEFT) RIGHT TO PRIDE BOARD MEMBER KAREN KEENEY, RTP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BARRY PACK, RTP BOARD 
c o -c h a ir  L isa Ma x f ie l d  a n d  H u m a n  R ig h t s  Ca m p a ig n  b o a r d  m em b er  Kr is t e n  Win e m u lle r
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Rest “easy” with our very visible 
means of support.
Even if you're still in the planning stage, our realtors and certified tax 
consultant will provide the facts and the support that you need to get 
you through home selection, loan applications, inspections and 
appraisals, to closing on the home of your dreams. And w e’ll be there 
in person, every step of the way. W e offer free, in-depth customer 
education along with complete professional services, including:

HOME & INVESTMENT PROPERTY PURCHASE & SALES 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

LICENSED TAX CONSULTATION & PREPARATION 
Call now to take advantage of our encyclopedic knowledge...

(503 ) 653-8378  
fax (503 ) 786-1227

bender..properties
9981 SE 32nd Avenue Milwaukie, Oregon 97222

Serving the entire Portland metro area since 1979.

Hence the creation of HB3719. A week later 
that bill sailed through Commerce by an 8-1 vote 
following a two-hour hearing in which parents, 
business leaders and legislators testified for the 
bill.

(During the hearing. Right to Pride unveiled 
the results o f a recent survey which found that 77 
percent of Oregonians polled were opposed to 
employment discrimination based on sexual ori
entation, and of those, 65 percent said they sup
ported legislation prohibiting such discrimina
tion.)

“Obviously I’m very happy with the Com
merce Committee’s vote,” says Carpenter, “but I 
can’t say I’m surprised by it.”

Carpenter has said all along he was willing to 
play tough on this issue.

From the opening of the 1997 session in Janu
ary, he vowed to side with Democrats on key 
Republican legislation if push came to shove. The 
GOP controls the House by the narrowest of 
margins— 31 to 29 Dems— thus such a move 
could have a notable impact.

“It’s unfortunate it came to that, but I was 
serious when I said I would do what it takes to 
move this bill,” says Carpenter.

HB3719 now moves to the Republican-con- 
trolled Senate, where Pack hopes it will be as
signed to the Business, Law and Government Com
mittee. The GOP controls that chamber 20-10.

“ I think we would at least get a fair hearing in 
that committee,” he says.

As for whether there is enough support for the 
measure in the full Senate, Pack says: “We have 
the votes. I am absolutely sure we have the votes 
in the Senate.”


