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tional briefs
BRAZIL

The legislator who authored Brazil’ s gay- 
partnership bill says Congress will vote on the 
measure in April and she is urgently requesting 
lobbying from abroad.

“The bill assures rights to inheritance, succes
sion, welfare benefits, joint-income declaration, 
right to nationality in case of a foreign partner and 
joint income in order to buy a house,” said Work
ers Party Deputy Marta Suplicy.

The measure passed a Senate committee in 
December by a vote of 11-5.

For a long list of legislators to lobby, e-mail 
Suplicy at msuplicy@solar.com.br. To join a 
sim ple and free group response, e -m ail 
skolander@bahnhof.se.

BRITAIN
Homosexuals can now be Boy Scouts and 

Scout leaders in Brit
ain.

The organization 
said in March it will 
not discriminate based 
on sexuality, gender, 
m arital status or 
ethnicity.

Atheists will still 
be barred, however.

Betty Clay, 79, daughter of Scouts founder 
Lord Robert Baden-Powell, was aghast at the 
news. “He was against any exceptionally unnatu
ral ways of living,” she told United Press Interna
tional.

However, according to Patrick Higgins’ 1993 
book A Queer Reader. “In recent years two au
thors have suggested that Baden-Powell may have 
been homosexual. Neither offered any evidence, 
and both based their supposition entirely upon a 
shared suspicion that his relationship with [his 
longtime friend] Kenneth McLaren might have 
been a physical one.”

T  ▼ ▼
HIV treatment services in Bristol, England, 

are in crisis as more than 80 people wait for the 
new combination therapies and others are having 
their treatment halted against their will, reported 
the British magazine Positive Nation.

One woman has been taken off protease in
hibitors and two other people were told there will 
be no more drugs when their supply runs out.

AIDS agencies expressed shock at the news, 
since missing even a day’s dose of a protease 
inhibitor can let the virus mutate in a given pa
tient, rendering inhibitors useless in the future.

Officials blame the disaster on a lack of fund
ing.

CANADA
An Alberta lesbian who has foster-parented 

over 70 children has received a letter from the 
provincial Social Services Department informing 
her that no more children will be placed with 
“non-traditional families.”

The woman, who does not want to be named 
for fear her children will suffer discrimination, 
plans to file a lawsuit over the matter.

CHINA
Police raided the only gay club in Guangzhou 

on March 22, accord
ing to firsthand reports 
posted on line.

At least 10 local 
cops stormed into 
Nanfangzhiye (South
ern Nights) and or
dered the patrons who 
were dancing to squat 
on the dance floor, the 
reports said. The officers then interrogated sev
eral of the customers on videotape.

“After a long show of force with police strut
ting around the crowds, a few obviously foreign- 
looking patrons in the disco were singled out and

told to leave,” one report said. "When they in
sisted on staying with their Chinese friends the 
police relented. Immediately thereafter the raid
ing party left as suddenly as they had come.”

The police took about 20 customers with 
them—“those who had been dancing, or who 
were wearing colorful clothes,” one patron said.

“Unconfirmed reports indicate these people 
will be detained for 15 days on charges of hooli
ganism,” one of the cyberposts said. “For a gay 
community which had grown comfortable with a 
harassment-free police policy in the past few 
years, so long as you were not overtly ‘out,’ the 
Saturday-night incident came as a shocking re
minder that life in China is still very repressive 
and quixotic.

▼ ▼ ▼
Beijing has a new gay hot line offering infor

mation on the scene as well as counseling.
Initially it will be staffed Tuesday and Thurs

day evenings from 7 pm to 10 pm and Saturdays 
from noon to 6 pm Beijing time. The direct-dial 
number is 011-86-10-6833-8800.

MEXICO
Mexico has a history of activist superheros, 

and the newest one, SuperGay, is making quite a 
splash in Mexico City.

Sporting a black suit with pink trim and a pink- 
triangle shield on his chest, he promises to lead 
marches, enliven meetings and negotiate with 
authorities.

“I will try to unite the gay community,” he told 
the IPS news agency. “We must keep together in 
order to end homophobia. I will not rest in the 
fight to defend our community and the cause of 
justice.”

In real life, he says, SuperGay is a 27-year-old 
office worker.

POLAND
Poland’s new constitution, which passed Par

liament 461-31 on March 22, bans same-gender 
marriage, reports The Associated Press.

As recently as last September, a draft of the 
constitution also banned discrimination based on 
sexual orientation—something only South Africa 
has done constitutionally.

The AP did not say what became of the anti- 
discrimination clause.

The constitution must be reviewed by Presi
dent Aleksander Kwasneiwski and then faces a 
public vote May 25.

SPAIN
Spain’s Congress of Deputies voted 163-161 

against two same-gender partnership bills on 
March 18, but only after two 161-161 tie votes.

The “no” votes were cast by MPs from the 
ruling Partido Popular, the Catalan Party and, in 
the final vote, by the two MPs from the Canary 
Islands’ Canarian Party, who missed the earlier 
votes.

The measures were supported by the Social
ists and the United Left—a coalition of commu
nists and other leftists.

Following the measures’ defeat, the Partido 
Popular introduced a bill, which passed, creating 
a commission to study the issue of same-gender 
partnerships. The commission will report back on 
June 30, the day parliament closes for the summer.

The day after the votes, the Socialists and 
United Left re-introduced their partnership bills. 
A new vote is expected in a few months.

SWAZILAND
Prime Minister Sibusiso Dlamini said on March 

13 that the newly formed Gay and Lesbian Asso
ciation of Swaziland will not receive government 
recognition.

Dlamini said the government will not condone 
homosexuality until a majority of citizens believe 
it is normal and acceptable.
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Garage $ale 
Extravaganza!
There will be a garage sale to raise 

the BIG BUCKS for Phoenix Rising.
Saturday, May 3rd  

9-4 at 2311  E Burnside
Donations & Volunteers 

Needed
All proceeds will benefit

Phoenix Rising
223-8299

The Community’s Home Loan Resource
► New purchase ► Refinance/cash out
► 100%  equity loans ► Pre-approved loans
► Pre-qualification by phone or fax
► Residential, commercial &C investment property
► Appointments at y o u r  convenience

I ’m available when you are/ ”
Office Evenings/Weekends

297-9900 780-1561
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M o time clocks. No traffic 

reports. No children. No plans. 

Just you and a relaxing evening 

in your HotSpring portable spa. 

Life couldn't be better.

If you're ready to experience 

relaxation like never before, visit 

Oregon HotSpring Spas. You'll 

find 14 different models of 

HotSpring and Tiger River spas 

and more options, accessories 

and ideas than anywhere else.

You won't, however, have a 

choice when it comes to quality. 

HotSpring spas are the best you 

can buy. Our service records 

prove it. Research and testing 

by leading consumer maga

zines prove it. And our cus

tomers prove it. In fact, quality 

is one of the reasons HotSpring 

spas are America's best selling 

spa.

Come in and see how easy it 

is to escape from reality in the 

privacy of your own backyard.

Quality Is Mot 
Optional.

Things Are.

PORTLAND: (503) 253 3551 

BEAVERTON: (503) 643 5002  

SALEM: (503) 363 4000  

BEND: (541) 388 0905

Oregon

HotSpring Spas
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