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EYE HARD RIGHT

POLITICAL SAMARITANS

In the last Congress, the religious right, led by
the Christian Coalition, pushed something called
the Contract with the American Family. Un-
daunted by the fact that much of that contract

never actually got through the legislative process, |

the coalition is back this year, with a new agenda
called The Samaritan Project.

Ostensibly geared to helping low-income |

people, the project calls for scholarships for poor
kids, giving more money to states that fight juve-
nile crime, convening a “Congress on Racial Jus-
tice,” and creating “enterprise zones” to encour-
age economic development in low-income areas.
But hung onto this framework of social justice are
any number of decorations more consistent with
the Christian Coalition’s usual moralizing tone
and campaign to entangle religion with politics.
For instance, states would be allowed to give
tax dollars to religious-based drug treatment pro-
grams, and “discrimination” against such “faith-

based” programs would be prohibited. Additional |

monies would be available to states that make it
harder for couples with young children to get a
divorce. Late-term abortions would be outlawed,
and the National Endowment for the Arts
privatized. Also privatized would be the Legal

Services Corporation, which provides legal assis- |

tance to the poor.

The Christian Coalition, which has been try-
ing to broaden its base in recent years (with,
among other things, outreaches to African Ameri-

cans and conservative Catholics), is apparently |

now targeting the poor. The Samaritan Project
calls for the coalition’s network of 125,000
churches to adopt and support “inner-city”
churches as they combat social problems.

THE PHONE COMPANY
Has No CLOTHES

In February, U.S. News and World Report
published a cover story entitled *“The Business of
Porn.” The ink was hardly dry before conserva-
tive crusaders began using its findings and con-
clusions for their own purposes. Chief among
them was LifeLine, an affinity telephone com-
pany based in Oklahoma City that markets its
services to fundamentalist Christians and donates
a portion of its proceeds to far right organizations.
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LifeLine’s sales pitches usually attack AT&T,
MCI and Sprint for their support of Planned
Parenthood and the “gay agenda.” But after U.S.
News concluded that major telephone carriers are
profiting from phone sex calls, LifeLine began
trumpeting that news as yet another reason to

subscribers, and company officials say they hope

to be pumping $84 million a year into far-right
organizations by 1998.

PREACHER IN THE
CourTHOUSE DOOR

Here’s the scene: an Alabama governor vigor-
ously vows to use force of arms to defy a contro-
versial court order that conflicts with his rigid
ideology. George Wallace fighting integration in
19637 No. Try the current governor, Fob James,
fighting to dismantle the separation of church and
state in 1997,

Gadsden Circuit Court Judge Roy Moore has
been in the habit of displaying the Ten Command-
ments on his courtroom wall and opening court
sessions with a prayer. The ACLU sued him to
stop these practices, and, after much legal wran-
gling, another judge, Charles Price, ordered Moore
to cease and desist

Enter Gov. James, who has vowed to call out
the National Guard and state troopers (o prevent
anyone from forcing Moore to remove the Com-
mandments or stop the prayers. The only way that
will happen is “with the force of arms,” says
James, whose actions have made him something
of a hero in far-right circles.

THEIR GUNS AIN’T THE ONLY
THINGS SMOKIN’

“Marijuana is, of course, very safe for all but
a select few—such as cardiac arrhythmia pa-
tients. And, it is certainly safer than many pre-
scription drugs used legally. That some in gov-
ernment do not want it used is, well, immaterial.
Unless the bureaucracy can learn to do the neces-
sary research to invent a better replacement, they
should butt out.”

| That’s not a quote from some hippie home
page. Rather, it comes from the Web site of the
Central Michigan Regional Militia, defending
medicinal use of marijuana.

Lorp, GRANT Us GUNS

“Strengthen and increase our admiration
for honest dealing and clean thinking, and
suffer not our hatred of hypocrisy and pretense
ever to diminish. Encourage us in our endeavor
to live above the common level of life. Make us
choose the harder right instead of the easier
wrong...” —from a “Militia Prayer,” on the
home page of the South Carolina Civilian Mi-
litia.

ZEus, WE REBUKE THEE

A Baptist preacher who sits on a school

! _ IEWS . | board in Pickens, S.C., wants a course on
switch carriers. LifeLine claims to have 900,000

Greek mythology taken out of the curriculum
of a local high school. Fair is fair, says Rev.

| George Case, who opines that if Christianity
| can’t be taught in the public schools, than a

“pagan” religion ought not to be taught, either.
Another board member pointed out, however,
that mythology was purely an academic matter,

because precious few people in South Carolina

(or even in Greece, for that matter) still wor-
ship Zeus and his divine cohorts today. The
board was set to take up Case’s request in late
February.

Reported by Richard Shumate. Comments and
news tips for Eye Hard Right can be sent to
eyehardrt@aol.com

Do you live or work
in Washington
County?

We’re here for you!!

The Washington County Health
Department offers daily
HIV testing and counseling,
by appointment and walk-in,
in two convenient locations:

155 North 1st 12550 SW 2nd
Hillsboro Beaverton

Other services include
STD exams and treatment
and a Wellness Program

for individuals who are

HIV positive.
Call 648-8851
for an appointment
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For Multnomah County gay, lesbian,
bisexual, trans or questioning youth

For more information contact:
Phoenix Rising Foundation
Vanessa A. Usui at (503) 244-2292,
or (503) 223-8299, pager 527-7665
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Arrangements tailored to your needs

121 SW Morrison, Suite 270
Portland, OR 97204

Clint Schrader Wade Moore
Members of PABA and IGTA
(503) 223-1062 » (800) 568-3246

Fax: (503) 224-4920
Home: (503) 452-8924
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