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Salvation Army faces 
discrimination suit

An openly gay Portland man has filed a $2 
million lawsuit against the Salvation Army and 
one of its employees claiming they violated the 
Portland city ordinance prohibiting discrimina
tion in public accommodations based on sexual 
orientation.

The suit, filed Jan. 17 in Multnomah County 
Circuit Court on behalf of plaintiff Johnathan 
Boettcher, charges the Salvation Army and em
ployee James Bradley with violating the city 
human rights code and the intentional infliction of 
emotional distress.

“I believe we have a strong case,” says 
Boettcher’s attorney, Christopher Wright. “My 
client was enrolled in [the Salvation Army’s]

drug rehabilita
tion program, 
and when they 
found out he was 
gay they made 
his life hell.”

In our Sept. 
20, 1996, issue, 
Boettcher and 
another gay man, 
Charles Moore, 
told Just Out the 
Salvation Army 

discriminated against them due to their sexual 
orientation.

In late June, Moore said, he and Boettcher 
attended Portland’s annual Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Parade with some men, gay and straight, who 
were enrolled as residents at the Salvation Army ’ s 
Adult Rehabilitation Center, which runs an inten
sive, in-patient substance abuse recovery pro
gram that can last from six months to a year.

“The Monday after the parade, we learned that 
a Salvation Army employee had been dispatched 
to collect names of residents he saw participating 
in Gay Pride,” Moore told us. "The names were 
turned over to [ARC men’s program director] Jim 
Bradley. He confronted three of the men.”

According to Moore, the gay men, including 
Boettcher, were told by Salvation Army officials 
that attending the parade was a form of “acting 
out,” and therefore a violation of recovery pro
gram rules. They were allegedly instructed not to 
attend any substance abuse recovery groups for 
gay people “because gays go there only to find 
sex, where straights go to their meetings for 
recovery.”

Boettcher said Bradley later denied making 
such statements.

Citing stress prompted by the situation, 
Boettcher dropped out of the program on July 24.

“My client was having migraines every day 
when this was going on. It was a terrible and 
painful experience for him,” says Wright.

When we contacted the Salvation Army in 
September, Bradley refused comment. He did not 
respond to our inquiry for this story.

However, the Salvation Army did issue a 
media statement denying that it discriminates “in 
the provision of social services based upon an 
individual’s lifestyle preferences.”

The Salvation Army’s Statement on Homo
sexuality, meanwhile, states in part: “Scripture 
condemns homosexual practices by direct 
comment...and also by clearly implied disap
proval. The bible teaches such practices as self- 
evidently abnormal.”

Portland HEAL forms
A chapter of HEAL (Health Education AIDS 

Liaison) has formed in the Portland metropolitan
area.

HEAL is a national grass-roots coalition founded 
in 1982 which in part “welcomes dialogue and 
debate on the unsubstantiated ‘HIV equals AIDS’ 
hypothesis and ineffective drug protocols.”

The local chapter holds informal Sunday dis
cussion groups where participants “share [their] 
natural health successes, factual analyses and 
juicy conspiracy theories.”

Topics include “Is the ‘AIDS test’ accurate or 
even meaningful?” “Why are environmental tox
ins being ignored?” and “What’s wrong with the 
viral load and protease inhibitor theories?” 

HEAL will host a public discussion Feb. 8 
featuring Ron Piazza, founder of Seattle’s HEAL 
chapter. It will be held at Theater Theatre/My- 
Don, 3430 SE Belmont St., in Portland. A show
ing of a video documentary entitled HIV=AIDS: 
Fact or Fraud? will also be held in early Febru
ary.

For more information, call 227-2889, 
282-3438, or 233-9444.

Joycelyn Elders to speak 
at menopause conference

Dr. Joycelyn Elders, former U.S. Surgeon 
General, is the scheduled keynote speaker for an 
upcoming gathering entitled “Embracing Midlife, 
a Menopause Conference.”

The conference, whose cosponsors include 
the Oregon Health Division, Multnomah County 
Health Department and Oregon Health Sciences 
University, will be held March 7-8 at Portland 
State University.

For more information, call 203-9710.

Cable TV show focuses

LOVE MAKES
A FAMILY

n r . w w c i n

on same-sex marriage
Arts & Entertainment Cable Television Net

work will air a one-hour Investigative Reports 
focusing on same-sex marriage. Voices from 
throughout the Pacific Northwest will be featured 
during the program, which will be broadcast 
locally via Paragon Cable Channel 40 on Feb. 15 
at 6 and 10 pm.

Last fall a program producer was in Portland 
to film members of Love Makes a Family Inc., a 
local organization that promotes visibility of les

bian and gay fami
lies.

“I think they’re 
doing it because 
there was so much 
emphasis on chil
dren in the Hawaii 
tria l,” Bonnie 
Tinker, the group’s 
executive director, 
told Just Out in Oc
tober.

“Glen Dacy, the 
producer who came 

here, wanted to interview older children of gay 
and lesbian parents. I think that was because he 
wanted to explore what that experience was like 
for them and how the kids were affected,” said 
Tinker, who along with her partner of 19 years, 
Sara Graham, and their three children, allowed 
the film crew into their home “for pizza and 
homemade lentil soup.”

In addition to filming at Tinker’s home and the 
Portland office of Love Makes a Family, Dacy 
and company caught Tinker on camera as she 
hosted her weekly AM talk show on KKEY 
Radio.

The program, also called Love Makes a Fam
ily, airs Wednesdays during the morning drive 
time between 7 and 9 am. The show includes 
listener call-ins and focuses specifically on les
bian and gay family issues. The topic that week 
was, aptly, same-sex marriage.

A&E also spent ample time in Seattle filming 
gay and lesbian couples and interviewing repre
sentatives from groups such as the Legal Mar
riage Alliance of Washington.
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D on’t Say You Can’t Get A  H ome Loan 
U ntil You’ve Phoned H ome

y jh  handle a ll conventional and nonconventional loans.

♦ First Time Buyers ♦ FHA/VA Loans ♦ Self-Employed

♦ Bankruptcies & Foreclosures ♦ Complicated Borrowers

♦ Investment Properties *  Manufactured Housing/Land

♦ Credit Problems ♦ 3%  Down Programs 

♦ Pre-approvals for Purchase

yJ/e ’re your fuä service 
mortgage company.

Coti today for a 
free qualification 

over the phone.

Christine C. Hall
Mortgage ‘Broker

503 / 870-1666
H O M E

MORTGAGE CORP.

Ñor-a isacson 
Portland$ AdCê natiiFe Peadtor

I have chosen to take a more human approach as a Realtor. 
I build my business on a referral basis and firmly believe 
that the satisfaction of my client is far more important than 
my financial gain. I communicate clearly and openly, and 
I’m always honest with my clients. I’ll gladly climb a nearby 
tree to check on a roof or get a bit dirty investigating a crawl 
space or an attic. I work mainly in Portland’s close-in 
Southeast and Northeast neighborhoods and specialize in 
older homes with character. Whether you’re thinking of 
buying or selling, please do give me a call

Nora Isacson

ThePrudential
Performance Group 

One, Inc. REALTORS*

215 SE 102nd, Suite 300 
Portland, OR 97216 
(503) 256-1234 
VM/pgr 9503) 948-5610
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“S e r v in g  O u r  C om m uni ty  by  Meet ing  Y our N eeds” 
Designated Agency for Team Oregon Gay Games IV & V 

HIV Com m unity Support Program through donated Bonus Dollars

GAY GAMES V
Amsterdam!

A u g u s t 1-8 , 1998

Accommodations are at a Premium! 
Guarantee Yours with an Advance Deposit.

Bookings-to-Date 
Scorecard: 13

Need to book a last m inute ticket?
You can reach us 24 Hours a day, 7 days a week!
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