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They just said no
MHRC declines to support Oregon ENDA because

transsexuals are not included in the measure
▼

by Inga Sorensen

T
he motion had done deal written all 
over it. Or so Nyla McCarthy thought.

“Never in a million years did I 
think it wouldn’t fly,” says McCarthy, 
an openly lesbian member of the Met

ropolitan Human Rights Commission.
MHRC, whose volunteer members are ap

pointed by the Portland mayor and Multnomah 
County chair, works to advance human rights. 
During a Jan. 14 commission meeting, McCarthy 
made a motion calling upon MHRC to become a 
co-requester of Oregon ENDA, a statewide non
discrimination employment bill being pushed by 
Right to Pride, a gay, lesbian and bisexual rights 
organization.

“When I made the motion I figured it would 
easily pass,” says McCarthy. After all, since its 
founding in 1992, MHRC 
has had a track record of 
supporting gay and lesbian 
rights.

“In fact MHRC’s first of
ficial act was to affirm the 
rights and dignity of gay and 
lesbian people,” says Helen 
Cheek, the commission’s di
rector.

Additionally, Cheek says 
two of MHRC’s 15 mem
bers—McCarthy and Greg 
Asher—are openly gay.

“When I made my mo
tion, some members asked 
whether [Oregon ENDA] 
was inclusive of transsexu
als,” says McCarthy. (Or
egon ENDA does not ex
plicitly include transsexuals 
or transgendered people.)

The concern was 
prompted by the fact that the commission has 
spent ample time of late exploring issues specifi
cally relating to the trans community.

In October, MHRC voted unanimously to 
recommend the inclusion of “transsexuals and 
other sexual minorities” in Portland’s human rights 
ordinance.

The recommendation came on the heels of 
fact-finding hearings held last spring which were 
designed to assess the level of discrimination 
against those populations in Portland.

According to McCarthy, several transsexuals 
and their supporters were at the January meeting 
to address other agenda items. A discussion over 
the Oregon ENDA motion ensued.

“I think most members were left with the 
impression that the transsexuals were saying, 
‘Please don’t support a bill that excludes us,’ ” she 
says.

And that’s exactly what happened. By the end 
of the meeting MHRC had overwhelmingly re
jected the motion by a vote of one in favor, eight 
opposed and three abstentions.

“The commission clearly supports gay and

lesbian rights, but I think members wanted to ‘do 
the right thing.’ To them that meant only support
ing a bill that was inclusive [of trans people],” 
says McCarthy, who professes “shock” and dis
appointment in the outcome.

“I told the commission that I thought it would 
be inconsistent for them to endorse [Oregon 
ENDA] while at the same time recommending 
inclusion in the city code,” says transsexual rights 
activist Margaret Deirdre O’Hartigan, who was 
on hand.

O’Hartigan, who maintains she did not ask 
MHRC to reject Oregon ENDA, adds: “I support 
MHRC’s vote, but I will also not get in the way of 
anybody getting civil rights.”

Lori Buckwalter, a preoperative transsexual, 
is the founder and director of It’s Time Oregon!, 

a fledgling transgender- 
rights organization. 
Buckwalter, who was not at 
the meeting, says she too 
would not stand in the way 
of any group gaining civil 
rights protections.

“I’m disappointed the 
bill isn’t inclusive,” she 
says. “However, ITO in no 
way wants to be obstruc
tionist, and we will support 
any nondiscrimination act 
that expands the rights of 
sexual minorities.”

Barry Pack, RTP’s ex
ecutive director, says he be
lieves MHRC would have 
endorsed Oregon ENDA 
had members known that 
state Rep. George Eighmey 
(D-Portland) was crafting an 
employment bill that bars 

discrimination based on one’s gender identifica
tion. Eighmey, who is gay, is also a main force 
behind Oregon ENDA.

“It’s the same bill as Oregon ENDA except in 
the place of ‘sexual orientation’ I put ‘gender 
identification,’ ” says Eighmey. “Instead of one 
all-encompassing bill, we have twodifferent bills.” 

(On a related note, O’Hartigan has expressed 
“outrage” over Eighmey’s gender identification 
bill, saying the lawmaker did not solicit input 
from transsexuals while crafting the bill—a charge 
Eighmey flatly denies. O’Hartigan also says she 
believes such a bill is unnecessary in light of the 
Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries decision 
in October to accept complaints from transsexu
als who claim discrimination because of their 
status as transsexuals. BOLI said that 
transsexualism must be considered a protected 
disability under Oregon law.)

“I believe that [MHRC] members didn’t know 
about plans for this other bill,” Pack says. “Had 
they known, things may have been different. Now 
that they do know, perhaps they will revisit the 
vote.”

Rose Court donations top 
$18,000 last year

The Imperial Sovereign Rose Court, under the 
reign of Rose Emperor XXII Michael and Rose 
Empress XXXVIII Misha, donated nearly $ 18,200 
to several charities during 1996.

The local beneficiaries included Esther’s Pan
try, which received $7,174; Audria Edwards 
Scholarship Fund, $2,694; Pride of the Rose

Scholarship, $2,504; Outside In, $1,504.24; 
Friendsof PWA Foundation, $934.76; Our House 
of Portland, $922.96; HIV Day Center $921; 
Bradley-Angle House, $509.26; Shepherd Legal 
Scholarship, 209.15; and Greenhouse, $156.

For more information about the Imperial Sov
ereign Rose Court of Oregon Inc., write to PO 
Box 4864, Portland, OR 97208-4864.
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The Community’s Home Loan Resource
► New purchase ► Refinance/cash out
► 100% equity loans ► Pre-approved loans
► Pre-qualification by phone or lax
► Residential, commercial & investment property
► Appointments at your convenience

I ’m available when you are!%%
Office Evenings/Weekends

297-9900 780-1561
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Celebrating my 8th year serving our community's real estate needs,
&  my 26th year in the struggle for lesbian/gay rights I
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¡▼Buying or selling real estate? Let you a /i and...
As your community professional realtor I can gently & expertly guide you through every step of the 

buying & selling process... /H ake if out /Hove with /HiUlfnn in 1997!

iTBUYERS, As your experienced Buyer’s Broker I'll help you find & buy your dream home! 
INI demystify the home buying process for you, explain financing options, & advise you on 
I investment potential & the latest market trends. I will represent vour interests from your 
first viewings to the beginning of negotiations & right through to Closing & Moving Day! 
▼ SELLERS, Take advantage of mv 20+ years of top marketing experience! I'll give your 

I property the best exposure in the full marketplace so that you’ll be sure to get ’T o p  Dollar*'. 
|( Even Nationally on my private tollfree response line!) ..Cali to find out about my “ cutting- 
ledge" marketing plans. Yes, I’m "high tech", but I *m also "high touch"...vou'H always get 
|my full personal attention!
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| T  OUT on Broadway!
2100 NE Broadway, Suite 1-B 
Portland, OR 97232 
503-287-8989, x122(Office/24 hr voicemail)

Icellular 318-1455 ▼ fax 503-284-1618
|OUT of the area? Call 1-800-825-9948 

i-mail: Millynnj @aol.com  
I ▼Specializing in classic & restorabie homes in Pdx's established "close-in" neighborhoods! 
j V  ^Thank ifou, my {lesbian A  ¿ r a y  Com m unity, jo* yout fabulous support A  
| welcome tefavtals! You enable my continued support of RTF, Basic Rights Oregon, LCP, HRC, NARAL, 

CAP, PLC, Phoenix Rising, ONRCACLU.NOW, Lesbian & Gay Pride & SO much more!
▼See me in the classifieds for late-breaking info 8> listings ▼
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