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steppin’ out

A reason to give
Local queer service organizations, struggling under the burdens of increased

need and decreased funding, need our help
▼

by Renée LaChance

Last July, when it was determined that Oregon would 
not have to Fight a third discriminatory ballot mea
sure sponsored by the Oregon Citizens Alliance, a 
tight place in my chest let go. Having long worried 
about the financial health of our local service orga
nizations and the effect on them of massive community funds 

being siphoned off to fight ballot measures 9 and 13,1 naively 
thought my worries were over upon hearing this announcement.

Since 1992, local service organizations for sexual minority 
communities have experienced annual financial shortfalls. 
Actually, such is the nature of nonprofit organizations, which 
continually have to search for creative funding solutions through 
government and foundation grants, membership fees and fees 
for client services rather than rely on the community for 
support.

It was my idealistic vision that now that lesbians and gay 
men had become accustomed to allocating dollars to their 
community they would continue to do so by sending those same 
dollars to our local service organizations, enabling groups to 
get on a stable financial track and, eventually, thrive. Unfortu
nately this does not seem to be the case.

Government funding is continually shrinking. Money is 
being denied to organizations in the wake of Measure 47, which 
voters passed in November. National and regional foundation 
grants are being prioritized elsewhere, since our organizations 
are no longer dealing with a community in turmoil over attacks

through the legislative process.
One of our oldest lesbian and gay service organizations, 

Phoenix Rising, announced this month that it will be facing a 
significant budgetary shortfall next year that may force it to 
limit the resources it provides. One of the many services 
Phoenix Rising provides is counseling on a sliding-fee scale to 
individuals who would otherwise not be able to afford these 
services. Many of the clients Phoenix Rising serves pay at the 
low end of the scale while the cost of such services are higher. 
In addition, Phoenix Rising facilitates groups for children and 
adults on topics representing a multitude of social and mental 
health issues. Phoenix Rising depends on client fees, grants and 
donations from the community for its support.

There are many other organizations that serve our commu
nity which continually must be pulled up by the financial 
bootstraps to continue their important work. It is appalling that 
hundreds of thousands of dollars had to come from our commu
nity to fight measures 9 and 13 while our service organizations 
drowned in red ink.

This is the season of giving. Why not make a deposit into 
your cosmic karma bank and secure another 1996 tax write-off 
by sending a check to your favorite lesbian and gay service 
organization. Just think about how much money ballot mea
sures 9 and 13 cost you, and send that amount or a portion of it.

And please, make a point of donating yearly. The health of 
our community is at stake.
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