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Nader is no friend
To the Editor:

In his letter to the editor [Just Out, Sept. 20, 
1996], John Baiker attacked most Oregon Demo
cratic members o f Congress and President Clinton 
for their pro-DOM A positions, and he advised 
gay/lesbian/bisexual voters to support Ralph 
Nader.

I hope your readers will also see the article “It 
isn’t easy being Green” in the Oct. I issue of The 
Advocate. It seems that Ralph Nader is not sup
portive o f homosexual rights. He refuses to ac
cept and to endorse the strong pro-gay plank in his 
own party’s platform, and he refuses to answer 
questions about gay marriage. This is our “friend”?

A “protest” vote for Nader (or other minor 
party candidates) could have the same result in the 
national elections that it had in the 1994 Califor
nia race for secretary o f state, in which Green 
Party votes prevented the election o f an openly 
gay Democratic candidate.

Clinton is certainly preferable to Dole! L et’s 
not help elect conservative Republicans in some 
kind o f protest against Clinton’s or any Democrat ’ s 
DOMA action or any other position regarding the 
so-called “gay agenda.” W e are much better o ff 
with office holders who have actively supported 
us— even if not all o f the time.

Lyle M. Tucker 
Lake Oswego

There are no coincidences
To the Editor:

In her criticism  of O regon’s recent state-sanc
tioned m urder o f Douglas Franklin W right, Deni 
Starr asked: “Is it a coincidence that a man thought 
to be a homosexual was the first to die?”

The answer is, no.
On Jan. 4, 1994, W ashington State’s first 

execution in nearly three decades was that o f 
W estley Allan Dodd. Dodd, Just Out readers may 
recall, was the Vancouver man convicted o f the 
1989 rape and murder o f 4-year-old Lee Iseli.

Margaret Deirdre O ’Hartigan 
Portland

There’s Quakers, and then 
there’s Quakers
To the Editor:

Recent issues o f Just Out contained articles 
giving positive press to the open-mindedness and 
acceptance o f the queer community by the Quaker 
church. Before your readers rush out and join the 
nearest Quaker church, this lesbian bom  unto a 
fourth-generation Quaker family from Newberg 
feels compelled to clarify a couple o f items.

First, there are two very different versions o f 
Quaker. One is the more open and accepting 
(what was called the “East Coast,” or Friends 
Service Committee, faction). The only Meeting 
in Oregon that I ’m aware o f as representing this

“earlier” form o f the church is located on South
east Stark Street in Portland.

The other form of Quaker is composed of the 
Friends churches in the Northwest Yearly M eet
ing. These include entities such as George Fox 
College, Reedwood Friends Church, W est Hills 
F riends, T igard  Friends, N ew berg Friends, 
Sherwood Friends, etc. In the m id-’70s, the North
west Yearly M eeting declared homosexuality to 
be against the teachings o f the church. The Yearly 
M eeting has not changed its stance. This is a very 
conservative group ideologically similar to the 
Foursquare Church or the most conservative Bap
tist church. Growing up queer in this church and 
community, I observed not only disdain for ho
mosexuals, but also incredible sexism and all the 
usual forms of fear and intolerance.

Surely there are individuals within the Friends 
church who are truly open and accepting. How I 
wish I had met one in the 20 years I lived within 
the confines o f that church. Quaker teachings 
may offer some important messages, but the 
Friends church fails to impart them. And it fails to 
support its queer children.

Joyce Mills 
Portland

Thanks for the memories
To the Editor:

I want to take this opportunity as I finish the 
last few weeks o f my reign to thank the gay 
community for the best year o f my life.

A lot o f you have asked me if I would do it all 
over, or if  it was worth it. Yes, but I find myself 
feeling a little melancholy. This year has gone by 
too fast, and I have so many things I want to do. 
But it has been worth the time, tears and money. 
W e’ve done a lot this year to bring the Rose Court 
back into all o f our gay bars and organizations. 
My hope is that this is a new beginning. We have 
raised more money for charity than ever before. 
We have tried a lot o f  new things; some worked, 
some did not, but we made the effort. It is nice to 
see all o f us working together again as a commu
nity. Some said I ventured where angels feared to 
go. What can I say? I love a challenge.

After this year I am convinced that Portland’s 
gay, lesbian, bi and transgendered community is 
more than alive and well; they also care. Thank 
you to all the bars for your hard work and support.
I have heard through the grapevine that you would 
like me to stay on another term. That is very 
sweet, and believe me, I would if I could! I still 
believe that anyone could buy a crown or medal
lion, but it takes work to represent a city. When 
one person struggles to dig out o f gay oppression, 
separatism and apathy, they lift the whole com
munity with them.

Thank you, Portland, for kind words, gifts, 
laughs and hugs. I am proud to have served as 
your 38th empress. The colors may fade, but the 
memories never will.

Misha Rockefeller
Legacy Rose Empress XXXVIII Misha
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To Plan Your 
Financial Future 

Just Crunch 
T hese Numbers:

( 503) 238-6036
For most people, the hardest part of financial 
planning is making the phone call. But once 
you do, you'll be very surprised to realize how 
easy it all can be As an experienced account 
representative, Floreid is committed to helping 
individuals, domestic partners, couples and

families understand their financial 
options. Whether the goal is bud
geting, retirement planning, life 
insurance or saving for college, 

Floreid's expertise will help you to 
make the right choices. Why put it 

off? Dial vour future in today

ID WALKER
503) 238-6036 

1-800-487-6626 
(503) 291-7713 
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T h e  b e s t  p a r ty  in  to w n ....
the G.A.L.A. series*

Experience the Drama in Someone 
Else’s Life...

\

a t P o r tla n d ’s  p re m ie r  th ea tre_____

T he 1 9 9 6 -9 7  sea so n
Mrs. Warren’s Profession by George Bernard Shaw/
A Tuna Christmas by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears & Ed 
Howard/Miss %Julie adapted by Elizabeth Huddle from 
the play by August Strindberg/ The Search for Signs of 
Intelligent Life in the Universe by Jane Wagner/ The 
Rivals by Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
October 1996-April 1997 * Box office (503) 274-6588

*Gay and Lesbian Audiences; performance and post-show  parties at local restaurants, 
season ticket to all five plays begins at Just $49.50...

sponsored by just out


