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Pride and prejudice
Coretta Scott King tells the crowd at Atlanta Pride: gay-bashers 

and church burners <(drink from the same poisonous well”
V

by Richard Shumate

Calling Atlanta’s lesbian and gay Pride 
celebration an “impressive demon
stration of solidarity and hope,” 
Coretta Scott King made her first ap
pearance at a major gay rights event

on June 30.
“One of the reasons I am here is to affirm my 

whole-hearted support for freedom from discrimi
nation,” King said. “1 do so because I believe all 
forms of discrimination are wrong.”

A crowd that Atlanta Pride organizers esti
mate at 180,000 waited for several hours in blaz
ing sun and 95-degree temperatures for King’s 
appearance, the emotional highlight of a three- 
day celebration that may have 
drawn as many as 250,000 
people. Those on hand offered 
an extended standing ovation 
when King was introduced.

In her rem arks, King 
stressed the need for the gay 
and lesbian rights and civil 
rights movements to work to
gether because of common in
terests— and common en
emies.

“The church burners and 
the gay-bashers drink from the 
same poisonous well,” she said.
“And very often, they are one 
and the same.”

“The civil rights movement 
I support believes in unity and 
inclusion, not division and ex
clusion.”

King endorsed, by name,
ENDA, the Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act that has been 
introduced into Congress. That 
bill would outlaw employment 
discrimination based on sexual 
identity. She also issued a call 
for universal guaranteed health 
care, more money for job train
ing programs and a commitment 
to environmental protection. She 
urged the audience to be sure to 
register and vote during the 1996 Coretta Scott King 
election cycle.

“Let’s make 1996 the year we put tolerance 
and human rights for all people in the forefront of 
the national agenda,” King said. "Let no candi
date get your vote without expressing support for 
these issues.”

King has long been supportive of gay-rights 
issues, speaking out strongly in favor allowing 
openly gay and lesbian people to serve in the

military. Her longtime press aide, Lynn Cothren, 
is an openly gay man now running for the Atlanta 
City Council. But her appearance at Pride marked 
the first time that King, who lives in Atlanta, had 
ever addressed a large gay gathering.

Linking the gay and lesbian rights struggle 
with the struggle led by her late husband, Martin 
Luther King Jr., was particularly symbolic in 
Atlanta, known as “the cradle of the civil rights 
movement,” the city from which King led his 
struggle and where he is buried. Mrs. King vowed 
that she will continue to speak out on gay and 
lesbian issues.

“I will continue to support elimination in this

nation of all forms of bigotry—of racism, of 
sexism, of homophobia,” she said. “With this 
commitment, together we shall overcome.”

The Atlanta Pride celebration also featured a 
performance by the Indigo Girls, who are Atlanta 
residents. This year’s Pride parade, which pre
ceded King’s speech, had 130 entries and lasted 
longer than two hours.

Ban on vulgar T-shirts fails
Last April the Virginia Beach, Va., City Coun

cil passed a law banning the open display of vulgar 
T-shirts and other sexually explicit souvenirs, ac
cording to the Norfolk newspaper The Virginian- 
Pilot. Among the more popular items on display in 
the Oceanfront shops were two shirts with slogans 
ridiculing lesbians and gay men.

Shopkeepers were given 30 days to comply 
with the new ordinance, however, the newspaper’s 
recent survey of shops showed that merchants 
have generally chosen to ignore the law. More 
than a dozen stores continued to display the offen
sive T-shirts.

Kristine Chatwood

Clinton says, don’t boycott 
Mickey

President Clinton, a lifelong Southern Baptist, 
does not support the recent action by the Southern 
Baptist Convention to boycott the Walt Disney 
Co. due to the company’s actions in the area of 
gay and lesbian rights.

The Southern Baptists voted to boycott Disney 
if the company continues to extend domestic 
partner benefits to the same-sex partners of em
ployees. The Baptists also object to Disney’s 
production and release of R-rated movies.

Kristine Chatwood
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“Luxury Rides for 
the Un-Narrow“

Go in  style with the com fort o f 
knowing your driver is  

Gay too f!

Special Introductory Rates

3  Hrs (Contiguous) $99.00  
3  Mrs (Split) $129.00  

A ll Night $200.00

(som e restrictions may apply) 
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H igh Level Performance
In today's hot market, 
you need a Realtor 
who is experienced, 
efficient and quick. 
Whether buying or 
selling — I promise 
to put on my running 
shoes for you.

Scott

Scott Bottaro
H - 234-1887 
W -  287-9370 Bridgetown Realty

Medical Malpractice
&

Personal Injury 
Attorney
Free Consultation 

No Fee Unless You Recover

295-1940
12th Floor, 621 SW Morrison

Hala Gores

Integrity,
Experience
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Investing 
Is Life gardening. 

Just Plant tieSeed 
andWatchltÇrov).

If you want a gpod harvest in your later years, 
the time to start planning for your financial 
future is now. Floreid Walker, an experienced 
Waddell & Reed account representative, can 
help uncover the true potential of your invest
ments. She'll help analyze your financial 

resources, understand your goals, 
then design and implement a 
personal program specifical
ly for you. Give Floreid 
Walker a call and see why 
her results are just as 
impressive as Ed Hume 's.

FLOREID WALKER
( 503) 238-6036 

487-6626 
email: 

291-7713 
rw.waddell.com

Waddell 
& Reed
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•  Frie n d ly Sales
•  F le e t Prices
•  Huge Inventory
•  Ex c e lle n t Service
•  Good A d vic e
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