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Wowed by the crowd: Four thousand picnickers made this year’s Peacock in the Park the biggest ever. Ray Southwick, one
of the event organizers, says that 35,000 was donated by individuals and organizations for the Audria M. Edwards Youth

Scholarship Fund.

An uncomfortable
silence

The accusations against Cmdr. Mike Garvey and the lack of public support from
the gay community point up our own confusion about sex

v

by the Rev. Roy A. Cole

he silence is deafening. In the midst of the accusa-
tions and the assumed guilt, the silence convicts us
of our ambivalence.
Mike Garvey, an openly gay man who, until
recently, was commander of the Portland Police
Bureau’s Central Precinct, has been accused of paying for sex
with a male prostitute. As his career falls to shreds, what does
Mike hear from the gay male community? Nothing! Who of our
leaders are making public statements to support this man in
what must be the most wrenching experience of his life? The
silence is deafening. The ambivalence is uncomfortably real.
The accusations made against Mike and the lack of public
support and encouragement point up to us our own confusion
about sex. Oh, we know how to have sex—safe sex, risky sex,
unprotected sex, lethal sex. We have lived through more than a
decade of having the mechanics of gay male genital sex ex-
plained to us ad nauseam. Yet we don’t quite have the “who”
and the “when” of sex figured out as a community of men.
Most of us grew up equating sex with sin. Many of us grew
into adulthood hiding our sexual activity from parents, family
and friends. We became adept at clandestine sex. Sex in the
dark. Sex without names, without strings, without accountabil-
ity. The images we continually see as gay men reinforce sex as
a casual recreational activity—just look at the latest mailing
from Atlantis, or a Damron guide, or even the back pages of Just
Out. Sex is for sale; sex is for fun; sex is for emotionally healthy,
out, gay men. Monogamy and long-term committed relation-
ships are great, but until they come along, we are free to
celebrate sexuality without the constraints of celibacy.
Yet here is Mike Garvey, accused of paying for sex. If he did
what he is accused of, then his error is that he didn’t pay for it
the old fashioned way with two or three drinks at the bar, with

|

| admission to Club Continental or, for the more genteel, with

dinner and a movie. Mike may have bought sex through an

| escort service—something that any number of gay men have

done or may yet do—yet our public silence about it points out
how uncomfortable we are in openly and honestly discussing
sexual ethics for gay men.

If itis OK to play on Sauvie Island or at Rooster Rock, if it’s
OK to run up our phone bills with 900 numbers, if it’'s OK to
trick when the mood and opportunity present themselves, then
what makes it not OK to buy sex? We need to answer these
questions for ourselves and as a community.

Eric Rofes, in his new book Reviving the Tribe, states that
“Often anxiety and confusion about our individual sex lives go
unstated.... [Slignificant numbers of gay men in America
appear to be experiencing confusion, dysfunction, impotency,
and deep ambivalence about sexuality and intimacy between
men. Those who are single increasingly become frustrated with
the limited options for meeting appropriate men.”

In our anxiety about appropriate sexual activity, we must
not allow Mike to bear the weight of this cultural confusion
alone. The questions raised by these accusations are valid
questions for us to address in the full light of day. To fail to do
so continues to reinforce the perception that sex is dirty and
must be hidden away.

[f Mike paid for sex with a male prostitute, then he will have
to face the consequences of that action with his employer. But
he does not deserve to be treated as an outcast from the gay
community. We, you and I, have no basis on which to judge or
condemn him. He is a member of the gay men's community.
Let us not do as so often is done: Let us not shoot our wounded.

| Rather let us draw near and extend a hand and a heart that offers
' compassion and comfort to one who is hurting.
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