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Long overdue

After a nine-month respite, the Lambda Book Report and
the Lammy Awards are back, now as a nonprofit venture

v

by Bob Roehr

any faithful readers held their
breath when word came last fall
that the Lambda Book Report was
suspending publication to reor-
ganize. They feared it was the last
they would see of the influential niche publica-
tion (circulation: 8,000) and its sister, the Lambda

Literary Awards, or Lammys. Butthey canbreathe |

easier now: Both are back and better than ever.

Lambda Book Report was the glue that held |

together the small world of gay and lesbian books
and publishing. Deacon Maccubbin, the owner of
Lambda Rising Bookstore in Washington, D.C.,
started it in 1987 as a vehicle to promote a more
professional view of gay and lesbian books. Two
years later he added the Lammys, torecognize the

best in gay and lesbian literature. The awards are
given at a banquet during the annual American
Booksellers Association convention.

“Gay books are not reviewed thoroughly in
the straight press,” laments David Bergman, pro-
fessor of English, writer, and editor of books such
as The Violet Quill Reader. *"Here was a journal,
a place of record for all of the gay and lesbian
books being published. Also a place to advertise
and a place where publishers could be sure their
books would be noticed.”

LBR became must reading for book buyers
and readers inundated with the growing number
of gay and lesbian titles.

The nine-month hiatus reinforced the impor-
tance of LBR to that community.

“I'm hearing that publishers are telling [gay
authors] their books have not done as well be-
cause the Book Report is not there to review
them,” says LBR senior editor Jim Marks.

“You really do need to think about it as part of
an integrated industry,” he says. “We are the trade
report and there are gay bookstores and publish-
ers. Removing that one piece has meant that
reviews are hit and miss. It affects sales.”

Maccubbin admits that finances played a part
in the decision to restructure an operation he has
subsidized from the start. But more importantly,
he felt the journal wasn’t fulfilling its mission to
“in a very timely fashion, review every new gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender book that is
published.”

The revised LBR is a monthly publication of

40 to 48 pages, says Marks. Loyal readers will
find a handful of extended articles at the front of
the magazine and an expanded number of me-
dium-length reviews. Capsule reviews are gone,
and the graphic design is simplified.

Marks is excited by the increased frequency of
publication, which “will allow us more flexibility
to focus the theme.”

“Healthy, happy homos,” is the shorthand that
assistant editor Kanani Kauka uses to describe a
lead review in the July issue. It focuses on books
delving into the “brain-mind” matrix of homo-
sexuality.

August brings mysteries and erotica. “I'm
sure the authors won’t like us saying this, but
beach reading,” says Marks. “We are going to do

all fun stuff.”

The new LBR was incorporated as a nonprofit.
“We have always functioned as a nonprofit; we
were constantly broke; we had just never gotten it
officially sanctioned,” says Kauka. ““This gives us
a lot more flexibility.”

The Lammys remain part of the Lambda Book
Report.

Bergman sees the awards as important be-
cause they indicate that “what we are doing is
meritorious, and the best of what we are doing is
really significant. That helped change the way
gay and lesbian writers regarded themselves.”

He believes the Lammys opened the door for
explicitly gay material to be considered in such
prestigious venues as the National Book Award
and the Book Critics Circle Award.

“I think it is at least in part because of the
Lammys beginning to distinguish the best of what
was being produced, at a time when people were
willing to think of all of it as negligible,” Bergman
says.

The Lammy awards dinner has become a
fund-raiser to help cover the gap between income
and operating costs for the two projects. Marks is
optimistic that ticket sales and corporate under-
writing of this year’s event, held June 14 in
Chicago, “will come pretty close to erasing the
deficit” for the next year of operations.

His two-year plan calls for a modest increase
in circulation and advertising. Staff will grow to
three on the editonial and two on the business side
of operations.
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Grand Prize
©1996 Ford Mustang Convertible

Great Portland Rose Festival Duck Race

De Paul Ducky Derby

A Benefit for the De Paul Drug and Alcohol Treatment Centers

® First Prize: Round Trip Airfare for Two

*To any Horizon destination

100 Act lIl Movie Passes

& Dining With The Finest
*Cassidy's, McCormick & Schmicks,
Zefiro, Ringside

Ducane Gas Grill Model 1504
& 52 Blockbuster Video
Movie Rentals

Emporium $500 cif Certificate
Import Plaza $500 cint Cortificate

Official Rules and Regulations for the 1996 Ducky Derby

1) The De Paul Ducky Derby s a benefit for De Paul Treatment Centers, Inc., a 501(c)(3) tax exempt chanty

1) A maximum of 50,000 ducks will be entered in the race. The actual number of ducks entered will depend
nnU&I'Iﬂlhﬂm purchased Chances of winning depend on the total number of entries. Each purchased
entry 1s 85 per duck

3) Ducks will be launched into the Willamette River near the Hawthorne Bridge at approximately | lam
Saturday, June 15th, 1996 or an alternate day as circumstances warrant

4) Winners will be announced on site at the Derby Winners will be notified by mail or telephone
&S NeCPSSATY

§) A number will be attached to each duck relating to the number on the entry tcket. Multiple duck entnes
from one ticket will be assigned additional duck numbers for identification. The person’s name that

appears on the
be awarded prizes

1o the first ducks to finssh and be gathered in the duck trap will
of finesh will be as gathered in the duck trap

ticket o
official

§) The combined retail value of all prises is at least §26 544 1996 Ford Mustang convertible, §23 |20

airfare for two from Hortzon Air | 8800+ (actual value destination ), Act Three

Roundtrip dependent
Theatres |00 movies passes and “Dining with the Finest * $825 I!rwﬁu?n?wﬂl 1504 and 52
Blockbuster Movie Rentals. $79¢ Emporium Gift Certificate, $500; Import Plaza Gift Certificate, $500

7) A complete list of rules may be obtained at 1306 SW Washington, Portland OR 97206

Saturday, June 15th ® 9am

Tom McCall Waterfront Park » Call 222-DUCK

-

CLIP ‘N’ MAIL YOUR ENTRY
Entries must be received by midnight, June 14 to be eligible.
r———------—1

l == PLEASE PRINT ==
Name e —

IAddms_ S —— o
City_______ = e ————

I State_ Zip

' Phone

I I wish t.o ﬁbo;Isor b D;l_(‘k(s)

l at $5 per duck for a total of § _
For every 5 Ducks you sponsor on this ticket,
I De Paul will antomatically enter a 6th Racing Duck
under your Lucky Duck Number at no charge-you get
6 Ducks for the price of sponsoriag 5!
Enclose check or money order made out to
De Paul Ducky Derby. You may charge to your Visa,
Mastercard or Discover Card.
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Portland, OR 97208-3007
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