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PORTLAND’S

SULLIVANY

G ULCXEI
BED AND BREAKFAST

WESTERN
HOSPITALITY
CELEBRATING

DIVERSITY

ULTIMATE
TRAVELS

INVITES YOU

1744 NE CLACRAMAS STEEET, PORTLAND OR

(503) 331-1104

TO ITS RSVP
VACATION PARTY

SPECIAL GUEST:

ai-Pied

(GAY PEE-A)

Unique selection of gay books, magazines, calendars & cards
Prints from the SOHO Gallery of S.F.

Popular Gay Movie Titles (rental only) * Novelty Items
331-1125 » 2544 NE Broadway
Portland, OR 97232
A percentage of proceeds domated to local AIDS organizations

COMEDIAN
DANNY WILLIAMS

7 p.m., April 10

Call to reserve

your place at this
not-to-be-missed event
503/220-8866
or 800/446-4117 Fax: 220-0744

621 SW Morrison, Suite 435

Portland, Oregon 97205

m‘“ '"“‘a =RSVP

1996/1997

THURSDAY

APRIL 11, 8 PM.
MARYLHURST

COLLEGE
ST. ANNE'S CHAPEL

SATURDAY

APRIL 13, 8 PM.
TRINITY CATHEDRAL
NW 19TH & EVERETT

SUNDAY

APRIL 14, 3 PM.
TRINITY CATHEDRAL
NW 19TH & EVERETT

AA

Araric s Ak rs’

Season Sponsor

TICKETS
$17-$27
CALL 222-6000

“(Soprano Julianne Baird)
has one of the most
extraordinary voices in the
service of early music that

— Washington Star

............................

Cantata No. 82 (Ich habe genug)
Nathaniel Watson, bass

Violin Concerto in a minor
Monica Huggett, violin

Cantata No. 202 (Wedding Cantata)
Julianne Baird, soprano

Oboe Concerto in d minor
Gonzalo Ruiz, oboe

Cantata No. 211 (Coffee Cantata)
Julianne Baird and Nathaniel Watson

A free lecture by Owen Daly, early instrument key-
board builder, begins one hour before each concert.

.................................................

PORTLAND
BAROQUE ORCHESTRA

MONICA HUGGETT, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

this generation has produced.”

PEACH BUZZ

Oh, Savannah

The sleepy Southern town’s allure is spiced up by
an account of murder and intrigue

v

by Kevin Isom

Author John Berendt

ohn Berendt’'s book Midnight in the
Garden of Good and Evil put Savannah,
Ga., back on the tourist map. The sleepy
Southern seaside town boasted orderly
squares, charming fountains and his-
toric homes before the publication of Berendt’s
book. But Midnight's tale of intrigue and murder
in the varied strata of Savannah society added
spice to the town’s quiet beauty.

Midnight recounts the stormy relationship of
Jim Williams, a prominent gay antique dealer and
member of old Savannah society, and his live-in
“employee,” Danny Hansford, a lower-class hus-
tler with a violent temper.

The story is replete with vignettes of the Lady
Chablis, a drag performer at the Savannah gay
club, and of Jim Williams’ annual society par-
ties—one to die for if you
thought you were anyone in
Savannah society, the other
to forget about unless you
were gay or beautiful or

both.
The book chronicles
Williams® killing of

Hansford at the height of
their tempestuous affair, the
police charge of cold-
blooded murder, and Will-
iams’ claim of self-defense. After three trials,
Williams was freed on a mistrial and died shortly
thereafter.

You can visit the Bonaventure Cemetery, the
so-called garden of good and evil, where the
voodoo priestess Williams hired would go to
beseech Hansford’s and other good and evil spir-
its to leave Williams in peace.

If you’re gay orlesbian and visiting Savannah,
and you don’t have access to the hidden layers of
Savannah society, you can drop your things at a
bed and breakfast or any of the chain hotels down
by River Street, and wander through the tree-
covered streets, beneath dangling tendrils of Span-
ish moss. Strolling through the grid-patterned
historic section, you wind your way slowly to-
ward the river, to River Street with its shops and
riverside walk.

For dinner, try 606 East Café, at 319 W Con-

The book chronicles
Williams’ killing of
Hansford at the height of
their tempestuous affair,
the police charge of cold-
blooded murder, and
Williams’ claim of
self-defense.
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gress St. Enjoy its hip, gay-straight crowd, mod-
erately priced menu and psychedelic decor. Or if
you want a more traditional chic environment,
saunter over to John and Linda’s at 313 W St.
Julian’s St. The food is a little pricier, but the
service is pleasant, and you’ll see most of the
waiters out later in the evening.

The nightclub in Savannah, for both lesbians
and gay men, is Club One, at 1 Jefferson St. The
club has three levels, including a lower bar with a
small dance floor and pool tables surrounded by
butch lesbians who know how to hold a cue. The
second level offers a large dance floor, and the
third floor houses the drag cabaret where you can
watch the Lady Chablis lip-sync and straight
tourists gawk.

The popularity of Berendt's book has made
Club One a straight destina-
tion, and on any given night
you can rub elbows with a
bus load of silver-haired
straight tourists watching the
show. If you can, put your
arms around your partner,
or anyone else convenient,
to give the straight tourists
an authentic gay club expe-
rience.

After a night of club-
bing, hit the Paper Moon Café, at 152 Whitaker
St.,open until 5 am on weekends and very popular
with Savannah College of Arts and Design stu-
dents and the pierced and tattooed set. When you
wake up around noon, head over to Clary’s at 402
Abercorn St., an inexpensive place for breakfast
where everyone goes to see and be seen.

Savannah won’t be a frenetic, mile-a-minute
getaway, but it will give you a taste of Southern
history, along with just a hint of gay gothic
intrigue.

Kevin Isom is a writer and attorney in Atlanta,
Ga. His work includes commentaries in gay
and lesbian newspapers and magazines
throughout the United States and Canada, as
well as short stories in magazines and
anthologies in the United States, Canada and
France.




