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S ign ifican t
in fluences

From Boy George to that special volleyball coach—a few 
Just O ut readers reflect on the people who influenced their lives

by Teri Ventura

A t a recent Just Out staff meeting 
there were two things we were 
trying to make a decision about 
regarding this issue: how to cel
ebrate our 12th anniversary, and 
what importance to give C. Jay Wilson Jr.’s 

interview with Boy George. We dealt with Boy 
George first. We decided that we would deter
mine the importance of the Boy George interview 
based partly on the significance of his contribu
tion to the sexual minority community.

We talked about our influences and role mod
els. Langston Hughes, Adrienne Rich, Audre 
Lorde and Marlon Riggs were some of the names 
that came up for us. It seemed that Boy George 
didn’t measure up. But was it fair to compare him 
to them? As the discussion unfolded, we realized 
that although we each held Boy George at differ
ent levels of esteem, this pop singer had influ
enced most of us in some way. We also noticed 
that having the discussion about our personal 
influences and heroes was a positive experience 
for us. It was heartwarming to think of and share 
our thoughts about the events and the people who 
inspired us.

We still had the question of the 12th anniver
sary celebration on the table. We knew that we 
wanted whatever we did to be interactive with our

readers. That’s when it came to us to celebrate our 
12th anniversary by interweaving the threads of 
the Boy George interview, the evocative staff 
meeting discussion about it, and our desire to 
interact and share something positive with our 
readers.

We asked a sampling of Just Out readers to 
reflect on the people who influenced their lives. 
We told them of our di scussion and asked them to 
tell us about the people who influenced them 
during their initial and ongoing coming out pro
cess.

S usan  L eo
ACLU office manager, softball player 

*

I came out in 1973. It was like coming out in a 
vacuum, back then. There weren’t many highly 
visible influences. I remember reading Les

bian Woman by Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin 
shortly after I came out. It was the only lesbian 
book on the market, as far as I knew. It was very 
influential forme. Sometime later I found Ruhyfruil 
Jungle by Rita Mae Brown. That book made me

feel less alone.
“I came to Oregon 

here for about a year 
before I met another 
dyke. Her name was 
Joy, and she played 
softball for the Laven
der Menace. I would 
say that Joy was a per
sonal coming out in
fluence. Well, I’m not 
sure it was exactly 
coming out by the 
strictest definition— 
more like a lot of impassioned groping in the back 
seat of my ’50 Buick.”

M ichelle T rahan
Avon Cosmetics, self-employed salesperson 

*

A s a transsexual there have not been many 
positive influences for me. I did get some 
great makeup tips from watching Boy 

George. Also, he was the first celebrity I saw who 
modeled, by his appearance and demeanor, that
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college, and I lived
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