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© Id 1iowN  $ 4 * 7 7  ^AcliAqe
J OM U S  FOR AN EVBMNG Y O U U  

A lways R emember

C R E M A T I O N
1st Our limo will pick you up & it’s DINNER at The 
Fox & Hounds (Includes beverage of your choice)

Next SHOW TIM E at D a r c e lle ’s  XV 
(beverage not Included)mwm Enjoy Live jazz at Hobo’s 

(includes BEVERAGE of your choice)

When your evening is over our 
limo will take you home 

(one location only)

T ran sporta tion  p r o v id e d
TWO PEOPLE....$90.00 • FOUR PEOPIE....$140.00 

SIX PE0PLE....S190.00
Packages not Including limo available for $25 per

5 0 3 . 2 3 6 . 7 5 2 1
person, (available at all three locations.) 

R e s e r v a t i o n s :  C a l l  ( 5 0 3 )  2 4 3 - 5 5 3 0
------- /VaC ----------------------------

Undi r.standing I uitical Settlements

If a p ic t u r e

IS WORTH A 
THOUSAND WORDS,

Im a g in e

THE VALUE 
OF AN EIGHT 

MINUTE VIDEO.

It you're living with a terminal illness, this is the one videotape that 
can help you understand the advantages and financial opportunities of 
viatical settlements. Lite Benefactors’ professional staff has the experience 
and knowledge to help you understand the steps necessary" for cashing in 
your life insurance policy. No application fees. Quick turnaround. Fully 
confidential. And, most importantly, maximum r * r n  r  t "n
value tor your policy. For more information I f p  DCntldClOrS, L.l. 
and a free videotape or brochure, please call 
Kit Carson at Life Benefactors, L.P., 1-800-285-5! 52.
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local news

A flyer posted on Marshall High School grounds forbids
same-sex couples at dances 

▼
by Inga Sorensen

Dated issue

Officials at Marshall High School, a 
public school in Southeast Portland, 
vow to change the wording of the 
school’s dance guidelines which 
state that a student’s date “must be 
of the opposite sex.”

“We never meant to imply that same-sex 
couples could not attend a dance together—re
ally,” says Marshall High School Vice Principal 
Paul Cook, when asked to comment about “dance 
regulations” that have been posted on school 
grounds.

The flier outlining the criteria for students 
planning to attend school dances says, in part: 
“Only Marshall students and dates may attend the 
dances! Dates MUST be the opposite sex.” Both 
Cook and Marshall High School Principal Colin 
Karr-Morse say they are fully aware of the posted 
guidelines, though when we initially contacted 
Karr-Morse about this he told us he “didn’t know 
if it was a districtwide or schoolwide policy.” 

According to Cook, the rules have been posted 
for many years, but he says it doesn’t mean that 
same-sex couples are prohibited from attending a 
school dance together.

“We’ve had trouble in the past with friends 
bringing [same gender] friends to a dance,” says 
Cook, citing an example of a female Marshall 
student who brought a female friend [who was not 
a student there] to a dance. This friend, says Cook, 
had previously broken up with a boy at the school 
“and there was a confrontation between them at 
the dance.”

“That’s what we’re trying to avoid.” he says, 
adding that a same-sex couple attended a Marshall 
High School prom at the end of the last school 
year.

Many, however, would read “Dates MUST be 
the opposite sex” to mean that one’s romantic 
companion to the dance must be of the opposite 
sex.

“I don't read it that way at all.” contends Cook. 
“I take ‘date’ to mean ‘friend.’ ’’ Some may find

that reasoning as believable as the perennial ex
cuse “The dog ate my homework.”

“So does that mean they ’ re moving from sexual 
orientation discrimination to sex discrimination?” 
questions Marc Abrams, a Portland attorney and 
a Portland Board of Education member. “Either 
way, it concerns me,” he says.

Abrams, you may recall, led the successful 
charge several weeks ago to remove military 
recruiters from Portland public schools due to the 
Department of Defense’s discriminatory ban on 
openly gay. lesbian and bisexual servicemembers. 
When we contacted Abrams about the Marshall 
High School posting, he immediately fired off a 
letter to Jack Bierwirth, the superintendent of 
Portland Public Schools.

“This is the first time in my three years as 
superintendent that I’ve heard anything like this,” 
says Bierwirth. “Either this was a case of some
body being very overt in expressing their biases or 
it’s a case of somebody putting their foot in their 
mouth. I’d like to think it’s the latter.”

He adds, “I know they’ve had trouble with 
groups of boys coming in and interfering with 
dances at Marshall. Perhaps that’s what the rules 
were supposed to address or perhaps they changed 
their story when they spoke with our office. I hope 
that isn’t the case.”

Bierwirth says when his office contacted 
Marshall High School about the questionable 
wording he was told “it would be omitted.”

As for whether there are official guidelines 
stipulating what the gender of a student’s date 
must be, Bierwirth says: “It’s definitely not a 
districtwide policy. We’ve worked very hard to 
sensitize administrators and educators at all of our 
schools about sexual orientation issues. We’ve 
been running workshops around this, and at the 
very least all of the principals have been exposed 
to this. It’s imperative we not overlook the needs 
and concerns of our students, including gay, bi
sexual and lesbian young people.”
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