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Flotsam and jetsam

After the media hurricane has passed, a day without O.J.
will be a day full of sunshine

v

by Renée LaChance

ere | am trying to write an editorial, and all I can

think is that there are currently so many things

disturbing me that I can’t clearly focus on just one

of them for 500 words. Most of it has been stirred

up by the O.J. Simpson trial. There are some real
issues that have been raised by the trial and the verdict that need
examining. Hindsight will no doubt bring adeeper analysis than
is possible two days after the verdict.

On the subject of racism: Racism is alive and well in the
United States. The O.J. tnial clearly demonstrates that. We have
Mark Fuhrman, new king of the racists. Many white people will
look at him and say, “*He’s a racist. I'm not like him, so I'm not
aracist.” Racism is a fact of life in our society. Until we each
confront ourown racism in all its subtleties, we will not advance
on the race issue.

On the subject of battering and violence against women:
Now that O.J. has been found not guilty, I fear men who batter
will believe they have society’s permission to continue to abuse
the women in their lives. And not much has been said about how
a privileged man who repeatedly batters his wife or ex-wife can
get away with brutally murdering her

Many of us watched the movie Te Wong Foo and sympa-
thized with the character played by Stockard Channing. We
cheered when Patrick Swayze—doing a marvelous impression
of Gunsmoke’s Miss Kitty—rescued Stockard and punched out

her husband. A Hollywood version of domestic violence. The
husband apparently rides off into the sunset accepting both his
wife's new-found independence and his defeat. That doesn’t
happen in the real world. In the real world, the husband would
likely stalk the woman and eventually murder her. Ask anyone
who works at a domestic violence shelter. Ask any woman in
a battering relationship who now fears for her life because of
the O.J. verdict. Ask the family of the Scott Mills, Ore., woman
who was murdered along with her three small children by her
abusive ex-husband just last month.

On the subject of sexism and misogyny: Women are still

| relegated to second-class status in this country and in the world

(see the story on the Beijing conference on page 15).

On the subject of the Just Out Reader’s Survey: Many
respondents criticized Just Out’s “political correctness,” our
constant focus on “minority issues,” and our alleged “gay white
male-bashing.” Here is another editorial that may feed that
criticism. The reality is, I will never stop addressing the
oppression in our society and the part each of us plays in it.

Just Out welcomes your letters and guest editorials.
Please limit to 500 words.

Mail to PO Box 14400, Portland, OR 97214.

Thanks to Kristine Chatwood, Rupert Kinnard and E.
Ann Hinds for food for thought.
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