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A T L A N T I S  V A C A T I O N S  
Club Med - All Gay Resort 

Hualtulco, Mexico (Feb. 4 ‘95)
Play Blanca, Mexico (April 22 “95) 

Sanora Bay, Mexico (July 15 ‘95) 
Turkoise, Caribbean (Nov. I ‘95)

R S V P  C R U I S E S  
Spanish Riviera (Sept. 3 *95)

The Italian Riviera (Sept. 10 ‘95' 
Caribbean Cruise (Feb. 18 ‘95)

The Mexican Riviera (Mar. 19 ‘95)

R S V P  S E A S P I R I T  C R U I S E  
Grand Caribbean Cruise (Feb. 4, 11, 18, 22 ‘95) 

Tropical Caribbean (Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26, ‘95) 
Panama Canal and Costa Rica (April 12, ‘95) 

Alaska (Sails every Sat. - June 24 - Aug. 12 ‘95)

O L I V I A  V A C A T I O N S  
Adventures Exclusively for Women 

Caribbean Cruise (April 9 ‘95)
Alaska Cruise (June 21, 28 ‘95)

Italian Riviera Cruise (Sept. 17 ‘95) 
Ixtapa Club Med (Nov. 4 ‘95)

O U R  F A M IL Y  A B R O A D  
Escorted and Independent Exclusively Gay 

European Vacations

P I E D  P I P E R  V A C A T I O N  
Queen Elizabeth 2 

Hawaii Cruise (Jan. 20, ‘95)

Call For Other Gay Destination Travel.

We Book All Destinations 
(Domestic and Int’l Air)
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Clint Schrader Wade Moore 
Member PABA & IGTA
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M  lannlnq a new kitchen 

requires attention to 

details. Our award-winning 

designers understand the 

importance of details and 

communication. The highest 

caliber of service is what you 

will receive, whether your 

project is a total or partial 

remodel, or if you only need 

tile, cabinets, or design for 

your do-it-yourself project.

\s a New Kitchen
in your

New Years Plans?

4422 SW Corbett 
Portland, OR 97201 

503/224-4233 

CCB# 69817

S h o w r o o m  H o u r s

9:00 am -  5:00 pm 
Monday -  Saturday 

and by Appointment

3638 SE Hawthorne »236-7976 121 SW Morrison, Suite 270 
Portland, OR 987204710 NW 23rd Avenue #248-9748
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national news
The haunting 
of Robertson

Mel White, a ghost of Valentine's past, vows to keep returning 
to CBN headquarters until Robertson grants him an audience

T
by Bob Roehr
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at Robertson, the most powerful of re­
ligious right political and media fig­
ures, is declining to meet with Mel 
White, Minister of Justice for the Uni­
versal Fellowship of Metropolitan Com­

munity Church. White wants to discuss how 
Robertson’s extreme rhetoric and untruths can 
lead to hate crimes against gay men and lesbians. 
He has begun a fast and has vowed to keep return­
ing to Christian Broadcasting Network headquar­
ters until the meeting takes place.

The story has garnered continual front page 
coverage in Robertson’s home base of Virginia 
Beach, Va.

White began talking with local gay and lesbian 
leaders last fall and agreed to participate in their 
Winter Pride activities 
in mid-February. He 
knew the area from a 
dozen years ago, before 
he came to terms with 
his hom osexuality, 
when he ghost wrote one 
of Robertson’s books.

He faxed his old boss «
a letter, again asking to 
meet privately, just as 
he had several other 
times since publicly 
coming out 20 months 
ago.

This time Robert-son 
responded. “We are told 
in the Bible to love all 
people including those ^ j |  
who sin against the Lord.
For this reason I must 
have love in my heart 
toward homosexual and 
lesbian people.” But he 
declined to meet, writ­
ing that homosexuality 
“is the last stage in the 
decline of a population.”

“This is unprec­
edented,” said Pat Heck, 
chairman of the state lob- Me[ White 
bying group Virginians
for Justice. He called it a “tactical error” by 
Robertson.

Riding in from the airport with Heck on Feb. 
10, White was startled to learn that his correspon­
dence was splashed across the front page of the 
local newspaper. It blared from the dashboard 
radio. “Call in and tell Pat Robertson why he 
should meet with Mel White,” urged the resident 
talkmeister.

“Whenever you get this type of publicity you 
have got to rethink your strategy,” recounted White. 
“This story will be old news the minute 1 leave.”

He and local leaders had planned this as a get- 
acquainted meeting, but the weekend took on a life 
of its own.

“Valentine’s Day, love letters to Pat,” thought 
White. “Why don’t we just deliver a letter and ask 
for a meeting.” The community embraced it.

Several dozen supporters assembled at mid­
day on Feb. 14, at a restaurant across from the 
entrance to the Christian Broadcasting headquar­
ters.

White carried a box of a dozen roses and a letter 
to Robertson, as he and 12 members of communi­

ties of faith crossed Indian River Road toward the 
compound.

Gene Kapp, spokesman for CBN, and a signifi­
cant body of security personnel met them at the 
gate. Kapp discouraged them from entering the 
property but did not try to block entrance to the 
compound as it holds several public accommoda­
tions, including a hotel and restaurant.

The party walked more than a quarter mile to 
the central administration building and entered the 
lobby. White went to the bookstore and purchased 
a copy of America’s Dates with Destiny, the book 
he wrote under Robertson’s name.

The electronic media had been barred at the 
gate, then the print media was asked to leave, and 
then the dozen supporters were peeled away until

White was left alone. 
Security prevented 
all but approved per­
sonnel from entering 
the lobby area.

“They brought 
me all of their smiley 
folk,” White said. 
“Finally the chap­
lain, Mark Johnston, 
came over. He was 
very solicitous. He 
said, ‘Mel, you rep­
resent the cult of 

■ R W  death because you 
don’t procreate. Fat 
can’t see you, for he 
will add credibility 
to your movement.’ 
And I said, ‘That is 
exactly the type of 
extreme rhetoric I am 
here to talk about. 
Ask my daughter or 
my son if we don’t 
procreate.’ ”

At 5:30 pm they 
again asked him to 
leave and when he 
refused, “in the spirit 
of civil disobedience 
and nonviolent resis­

tance,” security personnel grabbed him in a wrist 
hold and hustled him out the back door, locking it 
behind him.

White vowed to keep returning every day until 
a meeting was arranged. Convinced that Robertson 
can change, he said, “In the spirit of Martin [Luther 
King Jr.] 1 have to say, if Bull Conner can become 
an integrationist, you have got to believe that Pat 
Robertson can realize his mistake, say he is sorry, 
and help us stop these hate crimes. I have to believe 
that.

“Pat Robertson is not the enemy, it is his 
misinformation. So I am not after Pat Robertson, 
and I don’t want to demonize Pat Robertson. I say 
everything I can positive. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. said, separate the person from the policy. Gandhi 
said, keep truth on the table. And the truth is, there 
are hate crimes and there are people who commit 
them.”

The next day White returned to the CBN com­
pound and was arrested when he refused to leave. 
He will be arraigned in March and remains incar­
cerated at the Virginia Beach jail. He continues to
fast.


