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letters
Bend successfully 

illuminates intolerance
To the Editor:

Beyond The Closet just wrapped up its first 
gay and lesbian educational series, “Illuminating 
Intolerance,” in Central Oregon.

Thanks to all of the people connected with the 
success of the series: the nearly 1,000 people who 
attended, the half dozen or so people who put in 
many hours of their time, the 70 local businesses 
and individuals who wrote checks, and the speak­
ers who traveled to Bend for a small fraction of 
their usual honoraria.

The work of Beyond The Closet goes on. In 
1992 the people of Deschutes County voted in 
support of their gay neighbors, this year the 
county voted against them.

Election campaigns do not reach people’s 
hearts and minds, they play on people’s fears. 
The radical right knows this, skillfully deepening 
misunderstanding about, and fear of, lesbians 
and gay men to advance its sweeping, radical 
social agenda.

The OCA has pledged to return with another 
statewide, anti-gay initiative in 1996. Long-term, 
active community education about the truth of 
who lesbians and gays, and their detractors, are is 
needed in Deschutes County before the next 
campaign.

Beyond The Closet is the only organization in 
the Pacific Northwest which has undertaken an 
ambitious community-based lesbian and gay edu­
cational project. We invite everyone who wishes 
to advance a positive understanding of lesbian 
and gay people to join in our work.

Bruce Amsbary
President, Beyond The Closet
Bend

Movement 

narrowly defined
To the Editor:

In the Nov. 18 issue Kathleen Saadat com­
mented on a truly important matter: “What ex­
actly is a non-gay issue?” [Letters, Just Out, Nov.
18,1994.] She and Gail Shibley are among many 
on the left who believe that all social and political 
issues are gay issues simply because they affect 
each of us in some way. In this position there is no 
room for difference of opinion on strategy or 
tactics, no toleration of political diversity, merely 
a demand for conformity.

Kathleen correctly states that “We must stop 
narrowly defining our movement as one in which 
our primary focus is what we get to do with our 
genitalia.” However, no one defines our move­
ment in such narrow terms. Our movement is a

call for equal rights for gays and lesbians and our 
bisexual and transgendered friends. Equal rights, 
not special rights. Equal rights, not blind accep­
tance of the entire rainbow of social, political, or 
economic solutions endorsed by the left. Or the 
right. Get it?

If our movement were not to be so narrowly 
defined as Kathleen would have it, each of us 
could have a place at the table in reaching the goal 
of equal rights, instead of being discriminated 
against (as we gay Republicans are) because we 
don’t fit the left-wing model. Each of us would 
then be free to make up his or her mind on how to 
accomplish other important societal goals.

Lee Coleman 
Aloha

Anybody out there?
To the Editor:

I just wanted to comment on your “Building 
diversity— Be part of the solution” ad which ran 
in the Dec. 2 issue, specifically the [words] “Boy­
cott establishments that tolerate racism, sexism 
and homophobia.”

How ironic. I live in Springfield and to date 
not one editorial in your paper has mentioned the 
hypocritical arrival of The Sony Corporation of 
America here, despite their own nondiscrimina- 
tory policies and benefit packages for domestic 
partners.

In addition, Julie Davis, the No on 13 cam­
paign manager, publicly stated in the Register 
Guard, Jan. 22, 1994, that Sony’s decision to 
fund anti-gay laws (via property taxes) was jus­
tified.

Therefore, I guess I should boycott Sony, 
Springfield, and No on 13.

Hello, is anybody out there?

S.G. Moon 
Springfield

Bored with Lon
To the Editor:

Am I not the only one who is bored with Lon 
Labon [sic] and his “klan’s” attempt todivide our 
beautiful state? Sure, all of us don’t agree on 
every issue. But since when does that mean 
[some people] have the right to take away basic 
rights of others. Others, I might add, that pay 
taxes.

OCA take note, this is not your state. This 
state, this country, this planet, belongs to every­
one. And we must learn to live together as one. 
We can still disagree. But there is no need to 
destroy others in an attempt to be superior.

Ric Berrong 
Portland
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Com« in and test ride the new 1995 models from Trek. 
Mountain Bikes and City Bikes starting at $259. 

OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 
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PERSIAN RUGS
Portland’s Finest Selection of 

New/Old Persian & Other 
Oriental Rugs, Tribal Kilims, 

Bags & Pillows
WE BUY OLD RUGS ~  

248-9511
901 SW WASHINGTON ST. 
Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-5

I AM COMMITTED TO MAXIMIZING YOUR RECOVERY

SERIOUS INJURY& DEATH 
CLAIMS resulting from:

■ Auto accidents 
■ Medical Malpractice 

■ l hsafe Products
Free C onsultation

No Attorney Fee U nless You Recover

295-1940
621 SW M orrison. #1218
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1 have chosen to take a more human approach as a Realtor.
I build my business on a referral basis and firmly believe 
that the satisfaction of my client is far more important than 
my own financial gain. 1 communicate clearly and openly, 
and I'm always honest with my clients. I'll gladly climb a 
nearby tree to check on a roof or get a bit dirty investigating 
a crawlspace or an attic. I work mainly in Portland's popular 
inner Southeast and Northeast neighborhoods and specialize 
in older homes with character. Whether you're thinking of 
buying or selling, please do give me a call

Nora Isacson
The Prudential Rod Girtnian REALTORS, Inc.

215 SE 102nd Avenue, Suite 3(H)
Portland, OR 97216 

(503) 256-1234 _____________ J

917 SW Washington Portland, OR 97205 
(503) 223-1100 (800) 357 -3194

Flvst, Wo arava chaaaa aa
Official Agency for Team Portland to Gay Games IV

Next, We were selected by the
National Lesbian and Gay Lawyers Association as the 

Official National Agency for the 1994 
Lavender Law IV Convention

and Now - Proudly Announcing
the Downtown Portland location o f

T r a v e l  A g e n t s  In t e r n a t i o n a l

has been chosen as

Official National Agency for 
DIGNITY '95 CONVENTION

Los Angeles, 1995

"Serving Our Community. . .
. .  .By Meeting Your Needs "
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POSITION AVAIIABIE: FULLTIME AGENT - Requires minimum 1 year 
experience in corporate and leisure. Knowledge of System-1 a plus. Friendly working 
environment. Pursue your career by joining a winning team serving ottr community. 

(This position is being advertised exclusively in fiat Out).


