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editorial

Getting the word out
by Renee LaChance

Ten years. When Jay Brown and 1 started this paper 
in 1983, neither of us dreamed it would still be 
thriving 10 years later. All we wanted was to get 
the “word out,” as Jay used to love to say.

All humility aside, Just Out is a testament to 
my tenacity; I just never let it go. The unfailing support of the 
lesbian, gay and bisexual communities has allowed us to keep 
getting the word out, even in times of seemingly insurmount­
able adversity.

Just Old has been pulling itself up by its financial boot­
straps since day one. Making a profit was never important to 
us. In the first year, no one really got paid. Then, in subsequent 
years, ad representatives were paid a commission for selling 
ads; then Jay and I started paying ourselves a stipend; then 
some writers got paid. Now we employ two full-time and 
seven part-time staff members. We arc one of only a handful 
of gay papers in the country that actually pays its writers.

During the lifetime of Just Out, we have had various 
configurations of staff, each adding a new level of profession­
alism to the paper. Roger Hall, W.C. McRae, Bcv LaBelle, 
Eve Sicular, Jewel Murphy, Anndee Hochman, Jim Hunger, 
Linda Klicwer, Julie Draper, Jeff Fritz and Linda Shirley are 
some who come to mind.

Then there are die old-timers, or the lifers, one might say. 
I, of course, have been here since the beginning. E. Ann Hinds 
has been with Just Out since the first issue, with a one year 
respite in 1990. And there arc several retreads, too. Rupert 
Kinnard was with us through the toddler years until he moved 
to San Francisco. Now he’s back with a vcngencc. Meg Grace 
sold ads for us for in the ’80s andeveryone’s glad she’s selling 
in the ’90s. Lee Lynch, Steve Warren and Dr. Tantalus have 
been writing for Just Out since the early years. Matthew 
Nelson came on in the early ’90s. We’re currently breaking in 
the new kids on the block, Howard Dana, Meroe Elahi, Dee 
Fultz, Jewel Robinson, Fred Allcmann, Kelly Bryan, Lee 
Norwood, and Thomas Lauderdale.

Our advertisers, loo, have run the gamete; Downey Insur­
ance, Bridgetown Realty, Esccntial Lotions, Hobo’s and In 
Touch Travel arc among the advertisers who were in our first 
issues who continue to advertise with us today. Many busi­

nesses and professional practices have been built and sus­
tained by their ads in Just Out. Attorneys, therapists, hair 
stylists, masseuses and chiropractors to name a few. This 
issue is full of advertisers who support our paper because of 
the work that we do and because they know that Just Out 
readers arc great customers. Take the time to look at the ads 
and just call some of them and thank them for being there. 
Some of our advertisers have been receiving harassing calls 
from right-wingers for advertising with us.

Just Out was the first lesbian and gay publication to 
depend upon advertising from outside the lesbian and gay bar 
community. It was traditional for the gay press to sustain itself 
on bar ads. Jay and I really wanted to create a quality product 
that would have mainstream appeal. Now its common place. 
National magazines like Out are carrying ads for Apple 
computers and Banana Republic.

AIDS has taken its toll on Just Out. When we started the 
paper the pandemic was in its third year. Oregon had less than 
10 recorded AIDS cases. How AIDS would effect our com­
munities was not yet known. During the coming years four 
Just Outers would die of AIDS related causes. My founding 
partner and editor Jay Brown, staff writers Harold Moore and 
Jack Riley, and co-editor Philip Anderson.

I have never been more proud of Just Out than I am right 
now. Over the past few years we have been able to realize 
some important goals. Our office space is now wheelchair 
accessible and many of our staff know some basic sign 
language. We are one of the only publications in the nation 
with a Native American editor and our staff is much more 
reflective of the diverse community we serve. We have 
survived the Reagan-Bush years and Ballot Measure 8 and 9. 

am confident that we will survive everything else that comes 
our way largely due to our current staff. This staff is a 
dedicated group of individuals who all do their parts to pull 
each paper together in spite of the stress and adversity we face
on a daily basis in the office and in our lives. Each issue is a 
mmor miracle.

Thank you for being a part of that miracle and for giving

J S S C T  and,dCS,re 10 kccP «cuing the word out. We wouian t be here without you.


