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Portland congregation - 
seeks lesbian pastor

Members of Metanoia Peace Community 
United Methodist Church have announced their 
intention to hire a lesbian as their co-pastor, in 
disregard of the denomination’s official policy 
regarding sexual-minority clergy. The congrega
tion is seeking an ordained clergywoman who, 
along with her regular pastoral duties, can help 
guide a new ministry of the congregation called 
“Partners in Reconciliation.”

The new pro
gram is designed to 
address the overt 
and hidden homo
phobia that has 
made a large seg 
ment of the popula
tion vulnerable to 
the appeal of dis
criminatory initia
tives such as Ballot Measure 9. The program will 
also demonstrate ways in which persons can learn 
to appreciate, not fear, the varieties of human 
sexual expression that members of the congrega
tion regard as “God’s good gifts.”

The decision to hire a lesbian came after it was

learned that Bishop William Dew of Portland was 
not willing to supply an ordained sexual-minority 
co-pastor to the congregation through the regular 
appointment process. The bishop cited a provi
sion in the denomination’s Book o f Discipline 
which says that “avowed practicing homosexu
als” shall not be ordained or appointed. Members 
of Metanoia Peace Community had previously 
urged the bishop to appoint a sexual-minority 
person as an act of conscientious civil disobedi
ence that would challenge the church to change a 
policy which the Metanoia congregation regards 
as un-Christian and unjust.

The present pastor, John Schwiebert, who will 
be sharing leadership with the new co-pastor, said 
he welcomes the decision to hire a sexual- 
minority person in the newly created position. 
“Because we have publicly declared our intention 
to welcome gay men, lesbians and bisexual per
son as full participants in the life of our congrega
tion, it is appropriate that the ordained leadership 
of this congregation also be designated without 
regard to sexual orientation,” he said.

He noted that a committee of church members 
is in touch with several qualified persons who 
have expressed an interest in the position. Among 
those who have inquired is a woman who is 
presently serving as pastor of another United 
Methodist congregation and who is no longer

willing to hide the truth about her sexual orienta
tion in order to keep her present position.

The Metanoia congregation hopes to have the 
new position filled no later than Sept. 1. Mem
bers have launched a fund-raising campaign to 
cover the costs of the expanded program.

Metanoia Peace Community, which is head
quartered at the Northeast 18th Avenue Peace 
House, is a congregation known for its emphasis 
on community building, hospitality, peace-and- 
justice advocacy and ministry with bereaved per
sons. It is one of 62 United Methodist congrega
tions nationwide and five in the state of Oregon 
that publicly welcome and include gay men, les
bians and bisexual persons in their congregational 
life and ministry.

MCC invites nominee
The Metropolitan Community Church of Port

land has settled on a nominee after a seven-month 
search process. The Rev. Dennis Chappell has 
been invited to MCC as a candidate for the senior 
pastor position, which has been open since’the 
Rev. Gary Wilson resigned in December. Chappell 
is currently the director of AIDS ministry at MCC 
in San Diego. Since graduating from Wartburg 
Lutheran College he has served in a ministerial 
capacity for 13 years.

The Rev. Dennis Chappell is MCC's senior pas
tor candidate.

The Rev. Chappell and his partner, Keith 
Elder, will be in Portland from July 5 to 12 in 
order to meet the community. MCC is hosting an 
Independence Day picnic at Laurelhurst Park on 
Monday, July 5, at noon to give people an oppor
tunity for socializing with the Rev. Chappell.
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ICU SKATE
at the

$5.00 Admission 
$5.00 Skat« Rental 

Coliseum: 6:30 to 10:30 pm 
MR: 6:00 to dark

N o one under 18 admitted 
without parent or guardian

COLISEUM
Receive l-for-1 rentals, Mon-Frl, 

with this coupon

Coliseum Dates
July 12 & 26 

August 9,18 & 23 
MR Dates
July 5 & 19 

August 2,16, 30 
Sept. 13, 20

ICU Skate Co., Portland’s ow n inline skate store, brings you exciting inline 
skating events at both Portland Memorial Coliseum and Portland International 

Raceway. Both venues are glass smooth, debris free and great places for 
beginning through advanced skaters w ho w ould rather have fun than dodge 

traffic and breathe exhaust fumes. Professional instruction available.

♦

Schedule subject to change without notice. • * 7 *tM S  
113 SW  Ash between 1 st and 2nd Avenue, around the comer from SatLfday Mariret

(In Ttepch Trowel))
Air-Sea-Land

~ Arrangements Tailored to Your Needs -  
Specializing in G ay/Lesbian 

___________ Travel Destinations___________
•  RS VP Cruises ♦ Olivia Cruises

♦ International Gay Tours ♦ Domestic Gay Packages
• Palm Springs - 3 nls Inn Exile 
$127.06 ppdo**

• Cairn« Australia *
Turtle Cove (Gay Beach Resort) - 7 nls 
$255.00 ppdo**

• RS VP*** Greek Cniiae - Sept. 6-13«h 
Paces start at $1895.00 ppdo**

• Puerto Villarta - 5 ms Casa Panonsnica 
$178.75 ppdo**

• Fiji • Diving Expedition -1 week 
$1149.00 ppdo** includes meals

* *  CaD for np ikaM e m  i M  • • • A * atnut our charity d u w x n
_____________________________on all RSVP Quire L f c n y

121 SW Morrison, Suite 270 • Portland, OR 97204 
Clint Schrader 24 Hr» (503) 697-4989
Randy Hallett (503) 223-1062
M «nte KXTA*P*BA__________Fax (503) 697^989

• Stress
• Depression
• Coping 

with injury 
or illness

• Childhood 
molest

Kristine L. Falco, Psy.D.
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

3903 SW Kelly, Suite 210 
Portland, OR 97201 

223-8071
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G&M
Automotive

PDX
Automotive

6006 E Burnside, Portland CERTIFIED 5934 NE Halsey, Portland 

231 -8486 MECHANICS 282-3315

Complete automotive service of foreign and 
domestic cars and light trucks 

Free Ride To MAX

V

”  Mechanics with a conscience"
Michael Cox Gerard Lillie

"See what you've 
been missing"

ms
O N  B R O A D W A Y
2300 NE BROADWAY * PORTLAND 

284-2300

THOMAS M. BARRETO, O.D.

• Eye examinations
• Contact lenses
• Contemporary eyewear


