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The Lammys

Just being nominated for one makes an impact

on an author's career

by Katherine Gleason ¥

he Fourth Annual Lambda Literary Awards Banquet was held May 22 at the Anaheim Hilton
in Anaheim, Calif. The annual literary event featured comedian Kate Clinton as emcee.
Adrienne Rich, this year's recipient of the Bill Whitehead Award, delivered the Fourth
Annual Bill Whitehead Lecture.

The Lambda Literature Awards, sponsored by Lambda Book Report, are presented in 15
categories including both gay and lesbian mystery, anthologies, fiction, nonfiction, science fiction/
fantasy, and poetry. The Ferro-Grumley Foundation Awards (which carry a $1,000 prize), the Bill
Whitehead Award, and the Gregory Kolovakos Award for AIDS Writing are also presented at this
banquet on the eve of the American Booksellers Association convention.
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The Lambda Literary Award recipients are determined by a three-fold process. Lambda Book
Report solicits nominations. Over 300 nominated titles are reviewed by a panel of five unnamed
“experts” who narrow the list down to five books in each category. Five judges are assigned to each
category. They rank the five books based on their literary merit. According to Jane Troxell, senior
editor of LBR, the definition of “literary merit” is left to the individual judges. The Ferro-Grumely
Award recipients are chosen by four to six readers who in turn have been appointed by Steve Greco of
the Ferro-Grumely Foundation. ‘ :

Before the announcement of this year’s recipients, Jewelle Gomez, author of T}u.: G{Ida Stories
(Firebrand), said, “To me being nominated is valuable...It really is a nice feeling, aculmination of years
of struggle.” Dorothy Allison, author of Bastard Out of Carolina (Dutton) and winner of two 1989
Lammys for her book of short stories Trash (Firebrand), said, “Winning had a largc‘impacl on my
career. The awards made a difference in getting my first contract.” Ruthann Robson, winner of a 1989
award, said that her winning a Ferro-Grumley caused a mainstream agent to call her.
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The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute presents...

CREATING CHANGE™

A National Conference for Gay & Lesbian Organizing & Skills Building
Conference

November 13-15, 1992
Los Angeles Airport Hilton, Los Angeles, CA
Pre-Conference Institutes
November 11 November 12
Campus Organizing Institute People of Color
Organizing Institute
Diversity Training Institute
Plenary Speakers
Margaret Cerullo, MA Phill Wilson, CA
John Preston, ME Valli Kanuha, NY
Odilia Méndez, TX Paul Monette, CA
Angukcuaq (Richard La Fortune), MN
Selected Workshop Topics
Fascism in America? The War on Gay/Lesbian Art
The Impact of Election '92 Queer Sex: Blurring Boundaries

Grief, Anger and the Politics of AIDS
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