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stepp in ’ out

Parents and Friends off Lesbians and Gays are out there 
fighting the bigotry and lies spread by the OCA.

ed itorial
The hate mongers are 
killing us every day

We must come out to beat the OCA

Kermit Nies did not take his own life— Kermit was killed. 
Day by day, hour by hour from a very early age. He was 
killed by all of the hatred and rigidity and closed 

mindedness around him. He was killed by fear and hatred.
Kermit was killed by the same fear and hatred that created 

the OCA video. The same fear and hatred that almost elected 
David Duke in Louisana. The same fear and hatred that puts a 
star basketball player who is now HIV positive up on a pedestal 
and other HIV positive people somewhere else.

The same fear and hatred that kills too many young lesbians 
and gay men every year. Parents buy into it, teachers, coaches, 
next-door neighbors, the store clerk down the street.

Call it homophobia, call it heterosexism. It’s hatred and it's 
fear and it’s killing us. Kermit fought back. He tried to make 
his world a better place. He volunteered, he came out. He was 
a caring, gentle, giving person and he’s gone.

If the Oregon Citizens Alliance made a video about Kermit 
Nies — its initiative would never pass. The truth of our lives as 
lesbians and gay men is more powerful than any video the OCA 
could make. The truth about our lives can only be told by us. 
Don’t wait for someone else to do the work for you, it won’t get 
done. Do it yourself— COME OUT! I ’ve said it before along 
with many others, and the truth is, COMING OUT IS THE 
ONLY WAY TO BEAT HATRED AND FEAR. COMING 
OUT IS THE ONLY WAY TO BEAT THE OCA. And if you 
listen to many of the people who came out in the October issue 
of Just Out, it can be a very positive, uplifting, even heartwarm
ing experience.

Thousands of people arc going to see the OCA video. 
Thousands of very scared people are going to believe this 
propaganda about you and me. They will believe it because

r
they “don’t know any queers.” We know better. If you don’t 
stand up for yourself, who is going to stand up for you?

The OCA initiative could severely limit our rights as lesbi
ans and gay men. No more concerts in public spaces, no more 
meetings in public places. Think about it — maybe we take a 
lot for granted. WE HAVE A LOT TO LOSE! Even if you 
think it won’t effect you, it will. Don’t wait to find out how 
much.

I have often wished that on any given Thursday all the gay 
men, lesbians and yes, all the bisexuals would just turn green. 
Then the choice would not seem so easy. Invisibility would not 
be so easy. Standing up for ourselves would not be so hard. 
Once and for all, the world would see just who we are. 
Prejudice would still exist, and fear and hatred, but it would be 
a lot harder to identify queers in such a limiting manner.

Until that day, for the guy or gal down the street to see that 
we arc not so scary, it’s up to us. We’ve got to talk to them, tell 
them who we are. Telling our own truth could be the most 
important political action of our lifetime.

Note: Police have ruled Kermit Nies' death a suicide. I f  you 
or someone you love needs support, here is a list o f resources. 
All o f these groups are gay, lesbian and bisexual positive. 

Metro Crisis Line, 223-6161, Portland, (24 hrs.) 
1-800-626-8137, statewide, (24 hrs.)

Portland Women’s Crisis Line, 235-5333. (24 hrs.) 
Gay and Lesbian Helpline, 683-2428,

Eugene. 4-1 lpm, Mon-Fri.
White Bird Clinic, 342-8255, Eugene 

1-800-422-7558, statewide
. Linda Kliewer
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