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Steven Apodaca, a tenor, sings with the Portland Gay Men's Chorus 
during the opening o f the Oregon Convention Center last month PHOTO BY BETH A. ALLEN
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E D  I T O R I A L
O ctober has the  gayest holidays

P u t on a  m asl
I  he tw o gayest holidays o f  the year are 

A  upon us: H allow een, O ct. 31, and N a­
tional C om ing O ut Day, O ct. 11. B oth  can  be 
pretty  frightening and a w hole lo t o f  fun.

H allow een, like no o ther day  o f the year, 
has becom e a gay holiday filled w ith  fun and 
frivolity. O ur practice  o f  feigning to be 
som eone w e’re no t finally pays o ff  and the rest 
o f  society has to take a backseat to  the pros o f  
pretending. Fantasies becom e reality , if only  
for one night. V am pires, p ira tes and Joan 
R ivers stalk the streets.

•U nlike H allow een, N ational C om ing O ut 
D ay gives gays and lesbians a chan ce to qu it 
pretending. W eeks before  donning the m asks, 
all the m asks can fall. O f course, there is no 
guaran tee that com ing out will alw ays be fun 
and frivolous. B u t as often  as no t, the 
experience is a lo t less horrifying than the 
im agination has envisioned. For som e the 
thought o f  com ing ou t strikes fear into the very 
bow els o f  their being. C om ing O ut Day isn ’t 
sanctioned by all o f  society  as H allow een is.
B ut it can be a joyous and freeing experience. 
Especially if  we have each o th ers’ support.

W e all com e out at d ifferent speeds and to 
d ifferent degrees. Som e people com e out as 
soon as they understand their sexual o rien ta ­
tion. Som e people  never quite  m ake it ou t o f

t f o r  H a llow een , take it o ff  f o r  C o
the closet. For som e, being ou t m eans being 
ou t to everyone and at all tim es. For som e, 
being  out m eans telling close  fam ily m em bers 
and friends. For som e, realizing  and accepting 
the reality  o f  their sexual orientation  is as ou t as 
they can ever im agine being.

W hat w e can do as a com m unity  is support 
everyone’s personal speed and degree o f  
outness, w hile gently  prodd ing  our friends on.
W e need to help  each o ther to com e out as far 
as feels safe. W e can do that by accepting our 
s is te rs’ and b ro th ers’ individuality  and under­
standing that no  tw o person s’ c ircum stances are 
the sam e.

If  som eone is locked tight in a closet, the 
thought o f  com ing ou t to the w hole w orld w ill 
likely  m ake him  or her throw  up  on the shoe 
tree. For to tally  c loseted  people, com ing out to 
one friend o r one fam ily m em ber w ill be a great 
success.

M any gay m en and lesbians fear losing their 
jo b s  if they are out. T h a t fear is often  justified  
because d iscrim ination  is socially acceptable 
and also, unfortunately , because discrim ination 
is still on the record  as law fully acceptable. 
Perhaps a good first step  for these folks would 
be to celebrate  C om ing O ut Day by w riting a 
le tter to their representative in C ongress and let 
them  know  o f  another vote that will be tied to

m ing O u t D a y
their record  on  gay  and lesb ian  rights.

M any  gays and lesbians consider them selves 
out, but still h ide behind  a m ask  o f  anonym ity 
w hen relating  to people  they com e in to contact 
w ith  on  a casual basis. A t w ork, at schoo l or 
w hile shopping, the subtle  lies or om issions are 
like a hand gripp ing the c lose t doorknob. Tell 
the florist w hy y o u ’re sending flow ers to  
another w om an. T e ll your buddies a t w ork why 
you w ant to ge t hom e early  on the n igh t o f  your 
anniversary. D o n ’t ju s t say  no  w hen som eone 
asks if  you are m arried , tell them  your actual 
status: I ’m  a sing le  lesbian; I ’m  a gay m an in  a 
com m itted  relationship ; w hatever the truth  m ay 
be. '

I f  y o u ’re  one o f  the fortunate  few  w ho is out 
w ith no holds barred, find som eone w ho is 
ready to com e ou t a little farther and share  your 
stories, your strength  and the freedom  that 
being to tally  out brings. P ractice patience, 
though, because no two p eo p le ’s com ing  out 
will be the sam e.

R em em ber, th is is a day o f  celebration . A 
holiday o f  m ajor consequences. T ake o ff  your 
m ask and throw  aw ay you r costum e. T h is is 
the one holiday w here we can celebra te  being 
who we really  are.

T
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come out! 
October 11th

come out! wherever you are! 
is national coming out day*


