
Fresh pasta and sauces, salads, 
prepared foods, cheeses, fine oils 
and vinegars; great values In 
imported and domestic wines.

3731 SE Hawthorne 
Portland, OR 97214 

(503) 232-1010

DO W NEY
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y .  INC.

P.O.BOX 40626  
Po rtla nd , O R 97240  

610 S.W . Broadw ay, #408 
(503) 228-8327
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0 Professional approach to high quality1 auto collision repair and restoration.0 Mechancial by appointment
Q* (503)227-6168
á 1029 NW Davis, Portland, OR 97209
< "Specializing in the Care & Preservation of Alfa Romeo automobiles"é •
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BETTER HEALTH CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Rena Sandler, D C.

"A Total Personal Health Concept"

• Deep Muscle Work
• Exercise/Prevention
• Sportsmedicine

222-2888
Doctor on 24 hour page for emergencies

812 SW Washington, Suite 800
r»V I Workers’ Comp & Auto Insurance Cover Chiropractic Care

NORTHWEST FILM & VIDEO C E N T E R ® »
June 1
My

Hustler
Andy Warhol's affecting 

drama on male sexuality. 
With Warhol's classic Slow Job. 

7:30 p.m.

June 9 8 10
Common Threads: 

Stories from the Quilt
This year s Oscar-winning feature 

documentary is a moving chronicle 
of those affected by the AIDS crisis. 

Sal - 7 A 8:45 p.m. Sun - 2 8 7

JUNE 16 6  17
Metamorphosis: 
Man into Woman

An intimate look at 
one man's preparation 

for sex-reassignment surgery. 
7 6 8:45 p.m.

OREGON ART INSTITUTE 1219 S.W. PARK AVENUE PORTLAND, O R 503-221-1156 ¡

WHEEL ALIGNMENT
TIRES

& P A I N T
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1952

2454 E. Burnside 
232-3600

Windfire responds to questions 
of Campfire Teens______

What should you tell a friend who 
thinks he might be gay or bi?

B Y  W I N D F I R E

I n February three Windfire members gave 
two presentations on stereotyping at the 
Campfire Teens in Action “Surviving the 
Nineties” conference. At the end of each 

workshop we asked the participants to write 
down any questions they had about gays and 
lesbians, which we answered as time 
permitted. We thought the questions were 
good enough to share with others. The 
questions were written by sixth through

twelfth graders, and were edited only for 
spelling and grammar. These youth, by the 
way, had not known that the workshop was 
going to be dealing with gay and lesbian
issues.

We would like to dedicate this article to 
Jay Brown, both for his support of us in 
writing this column and because the last time I 
(Julie) spoke to him, we discussed the best 
way to use these questions in a column.

Do you get irritated because they call you 
gay or lesbian?

I get irritated because they call me 
homosexual.

Do you fall into "roles" such as dominant 
and submissive?

Some do, some don’t. It depends on the 
individual personalities. But looking at our 
families, it seems to us that this is a universal 
trait, not a gay trait.

What should you tell a friend who thinks 
he might be gay or bi?

Tell him or her they are OK and that you 
accept them for who they are. Mean it. Help 
them find some support and information. 
Assure them that they don’t have to make a 
permanent decision at this point and support 
them in their process.

Did you make a conscious decision to 
become gay or lesbian? Why do gays always 
say, "Ifound out I was gay," like you were 
born gay? I don’t understand that.

Coming out the process of realizing you 
are gay, lesbian, or bisexual, is a process of 
self-discovery, not decision. The choice^we 
have is whether or not to accept ourselves for 
who we are.

How much o f the bigotry directed at gays 
is due to the bigots' deep and 
unacknowledged fears o f being gay 
themselves?

We wonder about this too. It has been 
proven that most anger stems from fear or 
pain.

How can you tell if someone if gay or 
lesbian? How does a gay/lesbian person 
realize another person is gay?

Ask. Look for T-shirts and buttons with 
gay slogans.

Do you think you are gay because you did 
not fit in heterosexuality?

No. Do you think you are straight because 
you did not fit in homosexuality? Being gay 
is not a default position.

What do you do if you're with a group of 
friends and they are talking about gays/ 
lesbians and insulting them?

Sometimes some of us feel afraid of 
people’s reactions and don’t do anything. 
Others of us have had good reactions treating 
anti-gay remarks just like racist, sexist or 
otherwise offensive remarks.

Don't you ever want to have your own 
children?

Being gay or lesbian doesn’t mean that 
you can’t have children.

Aren’t you scared o f AIDS?
Aren’t you? AIDS doesn’t discriminate on 

the basis of sexual orientation. Risky 
behavior is risky behavior, homosexual or 
heterosexual.

How do you feel when a person o f the 
opposite sex comes up and flirts? How would 
you tell that person you're gay?

If a nice person of either sex flirts with me, 
I’m honored. If a gross person flirts with me. 
I’m insulted. As for telling them, if we decide 
it is any of their business we just tell them 
straight out.

Have you tried the other sex? Because 
you're gay does that mean you won't have sex 
with members of the opposite sex?

Some of us have had sex with members of 
the opposite sex. Some of us have not. Some 
of us haven’t had sex with anyone. There is 
much more to being gay than who you have 
sex with. Most of us would not have sex with 
members of the opposite sex, but some of us 
might in certain circumstances, such as to 
have children. One of my older friends, a gay 
man, looked back on a sexual experience he 
had with both a man and a woman as one of 
the best in his life.

Is it true that lesbians don’t wear bras and 
don’t shave their armpits? Because I ’ve seen 
some that do and some that don’t.

Well, I don’t ’cause I don’t have enough of 
a chest to make it work spending $15 to $30 
per bra and I don’t shave ’cause I figure if my 
cousin in Germany doesn’t have to, why 
should I? But it has nothing to do with my 
being a lesbian. But some of us do and some 
of us don’t.

How did your parents take you being gay?
My mom practically beat the **** out of 

me and my girlfriend. She’s the one that told 
me. Many of our parents refused to believe 
us. Some of our parents took it badly, others 
took it well and are very supportive.

Do your straight friends know you are 
gay?

Some of us are out to some of our straight 
friends, some of us are out to all of them, 
some of us aren’t out to any of them. In 
general, our close friends have been 
accepting. Some of us refuse to have friends 
who aren’t accepting.

When you first discovered you were gay/ 
lesbian, were you scared?

Yes, suddenly we had to adapt to a 
lifestyle we know nothing about and had been 
told all our lives was wrong.

Did you have any fears about God's . 
punishment? Are homosexuals religious ?

Some of us have had fears about God’s 
punishment, but not necessarily because we 
are gay. For others of us this is not an issue at 
all. Like all people, some gays and lesbians 
are religious, others are not. In many tribal 
traditions, gays and lesbians were regarded as 
having special religious powers.
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