
______ Conning out, conning home
As a "lesbian activist from Lake Oswego," I was the subject of 
a front page story in the Lake Oswego Review and came out to 

the entire population of my hometown
B Y  J U L I E  B A U M L E R

A s National Coming Out Day (October 
11) grows nearer, I have been trying to 
determine what I should do this year to 
celebrate it, and have been weighing how 

much I’ve moved in and out of the closet in 
the last year.

I say moved into the closet because in spite 
of the fact that I ’m out at school to all my 
friends, to all my relatives with whom I 
willingly speak, and walk around Portland in 
T-shirts and buttons in varying degrees of 
blatancy, there are still times when I willfully 
disguise, tone down, or ignore my sexuality. 
Oh sure, I usually have reasons, but it’s still 
going back in the closet. Yeah, it didn’t feel 
safe to confront those two guys on the bus 
who were calling a third “faggot,” but perhaps 
if I had they would have stopped. And it’s true 
that, the time in my sociology class when 
someone made an ignorant comment about 
gays, I was tired and didn’t feel like par­
ticipating, but by not doing so I encouraged 
her and the rest of the class to believe her 
erroneous information. And the other day 
when a “Yo, Baby’’-type guy tried to get me 
to go out with him, it would have been much 
more effective to say, “Yo, Dude, I ’m a dyke, 
leave me alone,” instead of deciding it was 
too early in the morning to be anything but 
noncommittal. And yes, adding Irving’s name 
(my cat) to my phone directory listing does 
eliminate confusion as to which number is 
mine and which is the rest of my family’s. 
Using just my first name would work just as 
well except that I wouldn’t be implying that 
I’m living with — and am therefore protected 
by — a man (although to be truthful, my cat is 
probably better protection than many men I 
know).

The most dangerous example of my going 
back in the closet is that I’ve made an effort to 
keep one of my bosses from knowing that I ’m 
a lesbian. I can attempt to excuse myself by 
saying that if he’d known he probably 
wouldn’t have hired me, that I don’t wear my 
most blatant shirts because I want to keep 
them nice, that I ’ve been less careful as time 
goes on, that my coming out would probably 
also pull my co-worker out of the closet, that 
if he ever asked I’d tell him. But these things 
don’t change the fact that if he knew that two 
of his employees were gay he might be forced 
to re-evaluate some of his prejudices. And that 
every time I stay in the closet I allow people 
to wallow in the complacency of their 
homophobia and heterosexism.

On the other hand. I’ve come out to 8,600 
people this year — give or take a few hun­
dred. This translates to the entire population 
of my hometown plus some — my old neigh­
bors, family friends, my 4-H leader and group 
members, my pediatrician, my scout leader 
and fellow scouts, the veterinarian I occasion­
ally accompanied on rounds, the shop keepers 
who take my face as a check guarantee card 
and ask about my family, my friends from 
camp, old classmates, many people who have 
been part of my life since my parents moved 
to Dunthorpe/Lake Oswego when I was 12.1 
managed this feat because as a “lesbian 
activist from Lake Oswego,” I was the subject 
of a front page story in the Lake Oswego 
Review on July 27.

It all started innocuously enough. I was 
helping plan a demonstration to mark the third 
anniversary of the Hardwick decision. To get 
media attention, one of the organizers sent 
press releases to every paper in the phone 
book. Having grown up in Lake Oswego, I 
knew that the Review wouldn’t publish 
anything unless it had a local tie-in. I decided 
to do my part and call the Review, tell them I 
was involved in planning the demonstration, 
had grown up in Lake Oswego, and ask them 
to cover i t  This was a hard thing for me to do 
because Lake Oswego is sort of the one place 
where I was closeted, as I was afraid of what 
the reaction would be if I came out. The day 
of the rally, Steve Law, a reporter for the 
Review, called and said that they’d be willing 
to cover the event if they could focus the 
article on me. I had some misgivings but I 
figured I was seldom in Lake Oswego any­
more anyway, so I agreed. Steve Law came to 
the rally and interviewed me a week later.
That part was easy, even pleasant. The hard 
part came next — waiting for the article to 
come out. For three weeks I worried that I’d 
said something dumb, that I’d come off badly, 
that no one in Lake Oswego would ever talk 
to me again. My mother and my friends 
weren’t very helpful. Their feeling was I’d 
made my bed, now I had to lie in i t  I must 
admit, I wasn’t particularly supportive of my 
mother, either, and her friends were going to 
see this too.

The Review got a deluge of letters and 
calls (which for the Review means more than 
a dozen), and even published an editorial 
pointing out the fallacy and injuriousness of 
the homophobia shown by many of the letters. 
A number of people commented to my mother 
about it. But the only people who have said a 
thing about it to me were my gay friends — 
many of whom I had told to look for it. I don’t 
just mean that acquaintances I run into on the 
street don’t mention it, I mean nobody — a 
friend of my family from Lake Oswego gave 
me a ride the week after the article came out, • 
and he didn’t say anything. The last time I 
was in the Review, at 14 with another member 
of my 4-H club and our rabbits, it seemed like 
everyone I knew mentioned it, and we weren’t 
even on the front page. It’s kind of scary, 
knowing that all these people know and don’t 
say anything, but I figure that if they strongly 
objected they’d say something — either that 
or totally avoid me. Instead, most people 
pretend nothing ever happened.

The best part of coming out in the Review, 
scary as it was, is that it has given me back 
my hometown. Before the article came out, as 
much as I like it there, I tended to avoid Lake 
Oswego. I wasn’t comfortable being out there, 
let alone blatant, yet I was uncomfortable 
being closeted. Now when I go to Lake 
Oswego I feel like all parts of my life are 
reconciled, from my younger days as a 4-Her 
who wasn’t allowed to go to Portland alone 
because it was too dangerous, to the (lesbian) 
woman I am now. To many of my friends,
Lake Oswego may be part of the conservative 
suburbs, but to me it’s part of my history, and 
it’s home. And now that I’ve come out there, I 
feel more comfortable coming out in other 
situations. My attitude is "Hey, the entire 
population of Lake Oswego knows I ’m gay, 
what’s a few more?” _
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-  Lynn Dorroch
The Oreqoman

SING WE NOW  
OF CHRISTMAS

December 3,1989
Sunday, 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Intermediate Theatre

ANNOUNCING:
PORTLAND GAY MEN S CHORUS

Tenth Season 
1989-90

David York, Conductor
Portland's foremost mole chorus sang its first con 

p i p  cert in June. 1980 Throughout the decode its per-
....... form o ftC f hove been varied, odventurous and

ntghfy entertaining -  and frequently sold out The Chorus 
makes its home in the Intermediate Theatre of the Portland 
Center for the Performing Arts, where it is one of the orig­
inal Moior Tenants It hos commissioned more than a 
dozen new compositions, has sung the world premieres 
of a musical, on opera, ond a ballet, it hos been praised 
by critics ond cheered by happy audiences

pneroui grants from 
K  Metropolitan Arts Commiss-on|

G uest A rtis ts
DIANE SCHUUR 

Hamilton Chailvti, C rlln t  
Bryan Johanton, O a n K a t GuikxiP 

Thomas Lauderdale, Aannf 
and a tpac ial good appaaronc* by 
The Portland lesbian Choir

Q b r  70 merry gentlemen lounch the season with a  traditional holiday concert We 
promise joy, laughter, and an occasional tug at the heartstrings With the distinguished 
cellist Hamilton Chaifetz. ond master guitarist Bryan Johanson plus the world 
premiere o l on eliciting new work composed lor the Chorus by Tomas Svoboda

Great for Gifts
For the first time, the Chorus records on album  ol Christmas music to be offered for 
sole to the public Professionally engineered ond pockoged, Sing W e N o w  of 
Christmos" is an extended suite of familiar carols orranged for chorus, cello ond 
guitar, by David York (Scheduled for release Decem ber 1.)

DIANE
SCHUUR

in concert with the 
Portland G a y Men's Chorus

April 14,1990
Saturday, 8 p.m.

Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall

ijjipnner of three G ram m y Awards m three years, Dione Schuur is one of the greatest 
new stars in the |azz w orld O n c e  you've heard her glorious voice, you’ll never forget 
it She will sing a  generous selection of her fovonte songs, including some with the 
Chorus. The men will open the concert with a stylish set of popular tunes

‘ This show is bound to sell out early Season subscribers will be assured of the 
best seats

l t \ l l l  t \ M U  I t '  I H t  I II \  i i s  I

OLD FRIENDS
NEW FRIENDS

June 23,1990 -  Saturday, 8 p.m. 
June 24,1990 -  Sunday, 7 p.m.

Intermediate Theatre

Jjl§ dazzling visual production sets the stage for o  musical glance bock ot P G M C ’s first 
decade -  ond o bold look into the future The sensational young pianist, Thomas 
Lauderdole. returns as guest artist, ond Portlond composer Bryan Johans on will mork 
the occasion with a brand new work lot men s chorus A dd in g to the celebration a 
special guest appearance by The fortland Lesbian Choir
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SEASON
TICKETS

Single tickets regularly S I5, *12 ond *8

NAME

Dione Schuur Concert *19, *15 ond *12

STREET

CITY . tun
ZlIf PHONE

T o

Pod Office Bo* 3223
Portland, Oregon 97208

Numbtr ol subscriptions:
___ Ot S41 (save $8)
_____ ot S33 (save $6)

ot $23 (w vt $5)

Number of
"Sing We Now ol Christmas"
topes (to be moiled December 1)

ot $9 (save $1)

TOTAL ENCLOSED I _______________

Choice ol performances
(check three)

Smg We Now of Christmos
______4 p m .  Sunday. December 3
, - 7 30 p m . Sunday. December 3

Dione Schuur
_____ April 14, Saturday 8 p m
10th Anniversary Concert
_____ Saturday, June 23. 8 p m
_____ Sunday, June 24, 7 p m

Method ol payment:
Check

Please moke check payable to PGMC (or Rose 
City Performing Arts, Inc )

2 C  ^SA MasterCard

Cord No __________________ -  -  --

E«p Dote

Signature

ADVANTAGES O f  SIASON TICKETS
• Hove the best seot*
• Hove the »orne sect* h r  off three concerts
• Save up to 20%  of wngíe ticket pnce
• Avo»d e*fro bo« office charge*
• No fcnes. no busy ugnofs. no so id  out signs
• Free replacement ticket* A yours ore lost
• E «change privileges (with ot least 3 day* ochonce 

notice) should you need ko switch your ticket* to o 
d4brenf pe^^oc^ionce

• b f e v e l privileges

just out ▼ 13 V October 1969

6 #


