
On the warfront
Hunger strike ends. Midnight Caller thoughtful. 

Hochman s ‘ ‘Death Among Friends.* * And more.
B Y H A R O L D  M O O R E

t felt like I was sitting on the front porch 
waiting to die. The comings and goings of 

people and events passed in front of me, yet I 
was somehow separated from the impact and 
energy; but alas, won’t the outcome be the 
same? Well then, if the parade is passing, how 
can I keep from being passed by?

•  •  •
World AIDS Day was observed around the 

world on December I. Organized by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), this global effort 
to put the AIDS issue in the forefront of public 
conscience took on special meaning through the 
action of Richard Carper in Oregon.

Carper, a 36-year-old AIDS activist from 
Eugene began a hunger strike on World AIDS 
Day, announcing that he would fast to death, if 
necessary, in an attempt to persuade President­
elect George Bush to commit his administration 
to the fight against AIDS.

A recovering drug addict. Carper was 
diagnosed with AIDS two years ago. As his 
hunger strike began, his doctors predicted that 
without food. Carper would die within two 
weeks.

The hunger strike ended when Carper 
received a letter from the Bush transition team 
in Washington which assured Carper that the 
Bush administration would be committed to the 
AIDS issue. The letter, signed by James 
Pinkerton, said in part, “ He [Bush] regards it as 
a crucial issue facing our country. The 
President-elect believes we must commit 
resources and the will to find a cure for AIDS. 
And as he has said, we must develop solutions 
that are sensitive to people with AIDS.”

We know from past experience with politi­
cians that one letter does not a breakthrough 
make. But Carper’s action makes a difference; 
it serves as an inspiration to us all. If Silence 
Equals Death, we hear Richard Carper loud and 
clear.

•  •  •
Midnight Caller, NBC’s late prime-time 

offering on December 12 had a storyline dealing 
with a bisexual man who was knowingly trans­
mitting the HIV virus. In both heterosexual and 
homosexual contexts, the plotline and dialogue 
exhibited sensitivity and understanding of the 
roles both lifestyles play in our society, as well 
as the interactive nature of all our behavior 
regardless of sexual orientation.

In the show credit for the gay community’s 
behavioral change in reducing transmission of 
the virus was clear and to the point. Depiction of 
homosexuality and people affected by AIDS 
was not stereotypical.

But there were missed opportunities. The 
glaring absence of the word ‘condom’ can 
probably be linked directly to the commercial 
networks prohibition of condom ads. And the 
Jack Killian speech, “ sleeping alone . . . ” which 
made obvious reference to abstinence as a 
means of protection, only heightened my 
disappointment. Isn’t protection, by any 
means, advisable? Night Caller's failure to 
recognize barrier methods of protection seems 
shortsighted.

Night Caller did not offend me. It did make 
me think.

• • •
Anndee Hochman’s “ Death Among 

Friends,”  Northwest Magazine, December II, 
1988, an account of the loving, caring efforts of 
six people bound together by the approaching 
death of Lee Marvin made me cry. Hochman. 
whose work regularly appears in Just Out, 
captured the essence of caring. Adding to the 
impact of the piece were wonderful photographs 
by Claudia J. Howell.

The life and death of Lee Marvin continues to 
touch us all.

Our first Won’t They Ever Learn Award, 
however, goes to that same publication. The 
impact of the captivating cover was diluted by 
the use of the word “ victim” in reference to 
Hochman’s article.

“ Use of the word ‘victim’ is wrong. It 
denotes an attitude on the part of the person 
affected by HIV. And we are now learning that a 
passive-negative attitude does nothing to create 
a positive impact,”  says Paul Starr, client 
services coordinator at CAP. I agree.

Lee Marvin was not a victim. It is unfair to 
label him as such.

• • •
The battlecry “ Silence Equals Death” 

should become more familiar in Portland. ACT 
UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power) meets 
weekly at the Central Branch of the Multnomah 
County Library, downtown. Meetings are every 
Wednesday at 7 pm.

ACT UP started in New York City about two 
years ago and has gained a reputation for 
creative, direct and immediate actions against 
persons, groups and institutions whose words 
and deeds oppose rational, humane and 
informed response to the AIDS Crisis.

•  •  •
Patty Ladd at Cascade AIDS Project needs a 

pal. Be a PAL. CAP is looking for volunteers to 
provide one-on-one emotional support to 
people and their loved ones living with HIV 
disease. The deadline for the next PAL training 
is January 6. Are you looking for a way to make 
a difference? Call Patty at CAP at 223-5907. •

PET SAMARITAN CLINIC
PATRICIA E. H U FF, D.V.M.

COMPANION BIRDS, DOGS, CATS 
AND OTHER SMALL ANIMALS

COMPLETE MEDICAL/SÜRGICAL SPAY/NEÜTER FACILITIES
VACCINATIONS • NUTRITION ADVICE 

DENTAL CARE • BIRD BLOOD TESTS & CULTURES
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Redecorated. Under New Owner*

Mountains, Forest, Sandy Baach, 
Cave*, Tldo Pools, Trails, Sultos, 
Studios, Kitchens, Fireplaces.
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NEW LISTINGS:
Income Property. Large house 
converted to THREE apartments 
plus rental house in back. Live in 
one apartment or lease. Many 
possibilities. Remodeled excep­
tionally well. Just listed at $62,500. 
Assumable loan, contract, or? 
Good Starter Home in Parkrose. 
NEW gas furnace, freshly painted 
2BR with garage. Assessed at 
$38,700. Asking $32,500.
Black Bottc Resort. Furnished 
custom log house that sleeps six. 
Enjoy Sisters, swimming, tennis, 
golf, bike paths and more. Great 
escape. Priced at $79,500. Owner 
says sell!
Mt. Tabor Area. 4BR English with 
formal dining room, comer china 
cabinets, leaded glass, large and 
light living room, fireplace, kitchen 
nook overlooking private back yard. 
Reduced to $61,500. Make offer.

Bridgetown 
Realty

Kathy Tysinger 1431 NE Weidler 
Res. 245-9339 Poland, OR 97232

287-9370

R esidentia l o r 
C o m m e rcia l.

C ity  o r C o u n try .

Reminder —  Call

KNUDSON’S
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners 

PRE-HOLIDAY SPECIAL 
Any Sofa $ 44.95

Includes 3 Cushions
(Exceptions —  Dry Cleanable Fabrics & Indian Cloth) 

Sectionals Not Included

Combination L-Shaped Rooms and 300 Sq Ft and Larger 
Are Considered 2 Rooms An Area is Defined As a Room. 

Hall, Bath or Large Walk-in Closet

Offer expi res  Jan .  31,1989

Why To Call & Save Now
1. Money-Back Written Guarantee
2. Truck Mounted Equipment
3. EST. 1979
4. Experienced Technicians
5. Licensed •  Bonded •  Insured

NOT THE BIGGEST •  NOT EXPENSIVE 
JUST THE BEST

WESTSIDE
292-0917

(W a r ]

N.E ..S .E .
287-5050

OREGON CITY 
656-0765

LAKE OSWEGO 
636-8510

PERSONAL INJURY
No recovery — no fee 
P. Herbert Schmidt 
Attorney and Counselor at Law 
PO Box 991
Lake Oswego, OR 97034

SERVICES
Partnerships •  Corporations •  Real Property 

Foreclosures •  Audit Representation •  Litigation 
Bankruptcies •  Personal Injury •  Divorce 

Traffic •  Criminal •  Business Consultation

1503) 635-1505
(FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION)
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