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Community giving

As the needs of the community grow and the contributor lists
become larger, the focus on individual generosity is
sometimes lost

BY HAROLD MOORE

Gay and lesbian community-based organi-
zations received a quarter million dollars
in contributions from individuals last year.
Cascade AIDS Project, Right to Privacy PAC
and Phoenix Rising Foundation, three groups
that provide a substantial portion of the services,
support and political activism in Portland’s
lesbian and gay community, accounted for a
majority of that support. All three groups have
long-standing and growing contributor lists,
and support for their issues appears to be wide-
spread and constant.

As the needs of the community grow and the
contributor lists become larger, the focus on
individual generosity is sometimes lost. Bill
Dickey, a businessman and supporter of a wide
range of community causes, discussed with Just
Out his philosophy on giving, his lifestyle and
how both affect his business.

Bill is a 32-year-old single man who has
never been married and does not have children.
*‘I"ve never really thought about whether people
knew about my sexuality. In the straight com-
munity, I'm judged by who I am and on my
ability to do what I say I can do. My lifestyle
really plays no role in my business.

**“The first time | went into the community to
gather support for a gay/lesbian cause I was
really surprised that I found so much support in
the straight community. The fact that I was
confident in asking for support really seemed to
make a difference with the businesspeople |
went to. Ever since, if I was convinced of the
soundness of the project or need, I could count
on the support of the community in general.

‘I really believe that we gays and lesbians
must see ourselves as members of a broader
community so that our community will be able
to function as a part of the larger group. So
many people only want to see out to the end of
their noses. Believe me, there's an entire world
out there to get involved with . Need has no
lifestyle boundaries.

“*Last year my partners and | gave about
$20,000 to various events and causes. Some of
that was in cash, but most of it was in donated
time, supplies and facilities. The only differ-
ence in this type of giving compared to indi-
vidual donations is that you don’t really see the
money before you give. But the impact is no
different.””

This year the Dakota Cafe and its partners has
an increased budget for giving, Dickey said.

Sanford Director’s 50th birthday party accounts
for a major portion of the increase.

‘*Sanford was under a great deal of pressure
to produce a really great party. | know the feel-
ing. The outcome of working under such pres-
sure can be frayed relationships. But most
importantly, the Montgomery Park experience
was spectacular. It opened doors into the straight
community that needed to be opened.

**I had not really understood, until the party,
how much support and clout Sanford could draw
upon in the mainline Portland social structure.
The party was a true crossover event.

**When times are good, it’s time to give and
to give as much as you can. Oh, I'm no dummy,
you can’t give yourself into bankruptcy. But
when times get rough, it’s the accumulated good
will that you have to draw on to make it. I'm
confident that the Dakota Cafe is building a
strong good will account.

“‘I'have always been a giver, all the way back
to high school in Medford. But it really has been
magnified since the death of my friend Harvey
George.”

George was an employee of Dickey’s several
years ago at the Virginia Cafe.

Eventually he came to work at the Dakota,
where his ability to produce was depended on
heavily. ‘“When Harvey left Portland, he left
me for love,”’ said Dickey. *‘I felt almost like
someone had stolen him from me. We were
really close. Then he was diagnosed. There was
nothing for me to do. There was nothing I could
do. Harvey was a strong character in all ways,
and here he was, here we were, strength had
nothing to do with it. Harvey died.”’

Dickey promised himself that he would
intensify his support of AIDS-related causes in
memory of his friend, with the hope that one
day his personal commitment will make a dif-
ference. ‘I want the world to be a better place.
Sometimes you have to accept some of the
responsibility yourself,”’ he said.

Dickey is not only well-known for his per-
sonal generosity, he is also known in the city for
his ability to raise funds. ‘*Asking for money
has always been easy for me. I know that this
raises eyebrows in some quarters, but it's just
easy for me. It just makes sense that if you can’t
do it yourself, you go out and get help.”’

What does Bill Dickey want the community
to know about him? *“That I'm really a nice
guy. Insecure, with my share of problems, but
above all, I care.” e

Barbara G. Isaacs, Ph.D.
Psychologist Resident
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