
Gays, lesbians join Soviet/American
Peace Walk

Besides the three gay men and two lesbians, the Peace Walk 
included young and old, single and married, and a few 

entire families. The makeup of the Soviet walkers was similar, 
except there were no avowed lesbians or gays.
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Among the 220 Americans who joined an 
equal number o f Soviet citizens on the 
recent, well-publicized. Peace Walk from 

Leningrad to Moscow was a Roseburg native. 
He was also one of the five American walkers 
who openly identified himself as being gay. 

During August. Roland Shanklin visited his

Roseburg
Report

hometown and shared an evening of pictures and 
stories about the month-long Soviet/American 
peace trek. It was one of the largest turnouts at 
our Tuesday Rap Group.

Besides three gay men and two lesbians, the 
peace walk included young and old, single and 
married, and a few entire families. The make­
up of the Soviet walkers was similar, except 
there were no avowed homosexuals.

At the weekly rap group we wanted to know 
about the gay life in the Soviet Union. Shanklin 
explained that he traveled through Russia with a 
close friend — one of the other gay men. They 
were assigned to one of 12 groups of 40 walkers, 
half American and half Soviet. Each group had 
two coordiantors, an American and a Soviet.

"M ost Russians thought that there were no 
gays and lesbians in Russia," Shanklin said. 
When asked if homosexuals would be impris­
oned there, "n o ,"  most responded, “ they 
would be put in hospitals." In Russia, they put 
dissidents in “ hospitals," mental institutions.

Many local youth greeted and dialogued with 
the Peace Walkers as they passed through small 
towns and vill^es. They were interested in rock 
n roll. American literature, history and 

culture. Early in the Peace Walk the American 
coordinator for Shanklin's group told our gay 
frier ds that the Russian officials were con­
cerned that exposure to homosexuals would 
™rnipt Russia's youth.

Shanklin was concerned that neither the 
coordinator, nor the other Americans, who 
were directly involved with the Russian offi­
cials. were willing to address this blatant act of 
homophobia. Other American Peace Walkers, 
who were not involved with the officials, 
learned about the incident, and they were more 
supportive.

About ten days into the adventure, a man 
quietly joined the group. He quickly won the 
hearts o f the American walkers, and, over the 
objections of the Russian officials, he was al­
lowed to join the Peace Walk. He had recently 
been released from a Russian prison w here he 
had served time for opposing the war in Af­
ghanistan. He spoke fluent English, and like 
most Russians, he didn’t know any homosexu­
als personally.

The dissident said that there were homosexu­
als in the prison. He didn’t know if they were 
there because they were homosexuals or for 
other reasons. He told the Americans that the 
homosexuals were tortured, as were other types 
of prisoners.

During the trip our friends learned that there 
was a cruisy park in Moscow near the Bolshoi 
Ballet Building. Shanklin didn’t go there him­
self, but his traveling companion did.

One evening he met a man in the park, a 
performer with the Ballet. The Russian didn’t 
want to discuss homosexuality or talk about 
himself. He was only interested in sex (does this 
sound familiar?).

On another occasion in the park he met two 
teenagers who were far more open. They were 
so open that the American thought that this 
might be entrapment KGB-style. As they chat­
ted the American became more comfortable 
and, eventually, accepted their invitation to 
have dinner at their home.

They lived about 45 minutes from Moscow 
by subway in one of the many tenement-like 
housing projects where most urban Russians 
dwell. It was a nice, clean, little studio. They 
were joined by a third man who was the lover of 
one of the teenagers.

This group talked about a small gay com­
munity that they were a part of: a discreet 
network of friends. As far as they knew, no one 
in their circle has ever come out to a non-gay 
person. It wasn’t done that way. They distanced 
themselves from their oppression by totally hid­
ing their gay identity: no one oppresses them for 
being gay because no one knows.

AIDS awareness is in its very early stages in 
the Soviet Union. While visiting a clinic in 
Moscow the Peace Walkers were told that only 
three cases have been reported, and only one of 
them was a Soviet citizen. The youth in the park 
did not feel particularly vulnerable, Shanklin 
said. They were not affected personally. •
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(The coast is beautiful in December.) 
Camp Westwind 
(near Lincoln City)
Sliding scale SBC-1 EQ
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A  three-day weekend retreat for gay  men at a private facility w hich has a 2-m ile private beach, 
h ik ing trials, canoeing, horseback riding, and rustic cabins and lodges.

W estw ind is a beautiful, w ooded camp, located at the mouth of the Salm on River on the O regon  
Coast. The entire retreat is reserved for privacy. The retreat is designed  to be whatever you want, 

be it structured time, meeting new people, or being alone. Com e join us.

Fee includes all m eals and lodging. W orkshops will be available for those who w ish  to participate. 
Participants w ill decide the types of w orkshops upon arrival at the retreat.

The weekend is facilitated by Don Posten, M  S  W

Call (503) 223-8299 to register.
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