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Mother Nature and music alive and well

in Mlchlgcn

Rain and ﬂ()od.s HO”\ and Rhiannon, a Girl Scout sin qa!om;
and the Harmonic Convergence, were all parts of the

5 Y EJ

other Nature paid a couple of special

visits to some of the music festivals this
year. There was a disproportionate amount of
rain in Michigan which could have been best
allocated to put out the forest fires that pre-
vented the West Coast festival from happening.
The precipitation at the Michigan Womyn's
Music Festival did not dampen the spirits of the
festi-goers, however, (although my friends
from Indiana left two days early because their
sleeping bags were wet), and the music, crafts,
and workshops remained top quality.

I didn’t arrive until Friday. I missed dinner, a
relatively unimportant detail considering that |
almost missed Tracy Chapman on the Night
Stage. I'm not kidding, this woman is
incredible. I've heard her compared to early
Joan Armatrading and I've heard her compared
to Ferron. She is very much a you-and-me-
dressed-in-everyday-clothes sort of person.
shy, alone with a six-stringed guitar, singing
about something very real. I was disappointed
about the behavior of the festi-goers (or **festi-
comers’’ as they have elected to be called).
Many were there to see Holly Near and were
basically very rude and inattentive to Tracy.

There were some high points in Holly's set.
(By the way, does anyone remember Holly's bit
part in the movie Slaugherhouse Five?) She did
**Crushed Out on You"" with Alix Dobkin,
Betsy Lippitt, and Toshi Reagon doing back-up
vocals and later found herself improvising
Rodgers and Hammerstein's “*If [ Loved You"’
with none other than Rhiannon.)

That night Mother Nature had an incredible

performance with rain literally wiping out parts |

of Michigan and northern Illinois.

Mic hzgan Womyn's Music Festival.

Heather Bishop gave an exciting performance
at the Night Stage and a fun children's perfor-
mance at the Day Stage. I didn't get to actually
see Jasmine, but my work shift did put me in a
place to hear them quite well. They sounded
good. They blend well, their music is interest-
ing. A friend of mine got to see them in St.
Louis this summer and is now hopelessly in
love.

Phranc was good, her puns were bad: **It’s
hard to stay level-headed in a downpour,’* she
said of her hair. That's right up there with Alix
playing the harmonica for the Harmonic Con-
vergence: '
so I guess you could say I'm a Harmonica
Virgin."" We got to sing **Happy Birthday'" 1o
Alix.

With the rain, | spent more time in the crafts
area. Some outstanding crafts this year were
scarves by Nomi Greenspun-Weaver of Chi-
mayo, NM and jewelry by Two of a Kind from
Mint Hill, NC (I bought one of the earrings).

[ tried to make it a point to go to workshops
and had a real good time at **Make New
Friends. . . ."" a Girl Scout sing-along for all of
us veteran Girl Scouts.

There were a lot of changes this year. The
kitchen got moved very far away and the bees
were causing a vanety of entertaining avoid-
the-bee dances by everyone. All part of the
Harmonic Convergence, one would suppose.
One thing hasn’t changed. you can never run
out of things to do. Even though this time I got it
together enough to remember crucial things like
a sleeping bag. eating utensils, and money for
Hagen-Dazs. I was still overwhelmed by the
fact that you just can’t do everything. This
caused some womyn to wander about listlessly
asking where the nearest K-Mart is, or if there's
a TV lounge on the land. .

Women s music at Primary Domom

Nanc y Vf)s:l June Milli mqton and the !ong -awaited reunion oj
Sister Tomato.

KAMILA AL-N/

Primury Domain will be hosting some
very talented women's music this month.

On October 8th at 8 p.m. acoustic guitarist and
vocalist Nancy Vogl will be performing. Tour-
ing since 1973, Nancy has been acclaim-
ed as bassist for Lynn Messinger at the First
International Women's Rock Festival in
West Berlin.

Nancy has recorded and todfed with Holly
Near, Barbara Higbie, Robin Flower, and
Woody Simmons. She was also a founding
member of one of the first feminist bands and
was part of a national production system which
showcased her in nearly every major folk club
and university in the United States.

Her shows are filled with original work,
stories, history and traditional tunes with a con-
temporary turn.

On October 18th a founding member of the
rock band Fanny will perform vocals and guitar
at the Primary Domain, June Millington.

Fanny was one of the first all-female rock
bands in the 60°s to achieve national promi-
nence. They toured extensively throughout the
United States and Europe and recorded four very
successful albums with Warner Brothers

June left Fanny in 1973 and moved to the

ountry near Woodstock., N Y. to concentrate
n her songwriting and spirtual development
n 1975 she rejoined Fannv for one last tour,
iuring which she was asked to play guitar on
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alliance with bu(h (lls and lht: emet gy

women’s music scene.

In 1981 June began her solo career with the
release of Heartsong on Fabulous Recods. Run-
ning ., her upbeat second solo effort, signals both
anew departure and a long-awaited return to her
rock roots.

October 29th will bring on the long-awaited
reunion of Sister Tomato. Playing in Portland
since 1981, Sister Tomato has not performed
together since 1985

I'he group will be playing a benefit for the
Lesbian Community Project and encourages
evervone to show up and “"have a real good
[l |11.‘_-. '

vill feature origin

‘I"ve never played one of these before
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recordings

e Guitars, hammer dulcimers, mandclins flutes
banjos, autoharps. dulcimers and kits

e EXOtIC percussion and hand drums

 Best selection of folk, ethnic and international
* Kids recordings and instruments.

e INStruction books and songbooks

3522 SE Hawthorne 292-8845

® ARTICHOKE MUSIC®

Musical Instruments Bought, Sold, Traded

“Portiand’'s most vnusval music store.’’

moving our northwest location to

801 N.W. 23rd

in early October.
)

Looking for

After
F“]@@rs 2

MUSIC
MILLENNILM

RECORDS & TAPES
FROM THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW MUSIC

32nd & E. Burnside 801 N.W. 23rd
231-8926 248-0163

Exp

We deliver...

Koala Bears Nurse Bears
Panda Bears Soccer Bears
Polar Bears Clown Bears

Tennis Bears
Footbail Bears
Grandpa Bears

Born-to-Shop Bears
Surgeon Bears
Police Bears

Army Bears Grandma Bears
Scuba Bears Executive Bears
Ballerina Bears Dentist Bears
Pilot Bears Tourist Bears
Aerobic Bears Cowboy Bears
Chef Bears Classy Bears
Trucker Bears Golf Bears

Biker Bears

Karate Bears

Sweetheart Bears

Bears in Baskets
and more...

Grouchy Bears
Butterfly Bears
Boss Bears
Bears in Bags

Just for Halloween - Scary Bears!!!

FREE bouquet of

CALL 220-BEAR

balloons with local delivery

et
-
EXPOSE YOURSELF TO

Shows every Friday
and Saturday ot i
14:30 p.m. 1o R\

224-CITY

rorfand’s only
all-age, gay
nightclub,

624 S.W. 13th (beiwaen Morrison & Alder)




