Maupin'’s fifth does Wimminwood

A mythical women’s music festival in the California
redwoods sets the stage for a satirical romp with
DeDe and D’ orothea in Armistead Maupin’s
first “‘lesbian novel.”’
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ignificant Others’’ is Armistead
Maupin’s fifth novel in the ‘Tales
of the City’ series. And, it is his
first lesbian novel.

“I'm proud of having written what |
consider to be a lesbian novel,’” he said ina
recent interview.

Maupin immerses himself in each char-
acter, showing compassion and under-
standing no matter what the sexual persua-
sion or poiitical bent. But in ‘‘Others,”’ the
female point of view is paramount.

The book centers on women characters
— lesbians DeDe Halcyon, D’orothea
Wilson and bull-dyke Mabel — as well as
Wren Douglas, a heterosexual fat queen
on a book-pushing tour.

Their hilarious and politically incorrect
adventures at Wimminwood — the mythi-
cal women'’s music festival in the Califor-
nia redwoods — ties them all together.
And when you throw in the male, chau-
vinistic pig viewpont epitomized by Bohe-
mian Club member, Booter Manigault,
you have an explosive situation that plays
off stereotypes and fears.

Since 1976 when ‘Tales’ first appeared
in the San Francisco Chronicle, Maupin’s
love of complicated plots has grown. In
the latest, the sub-plots are so disparate,

you wonder how these looney-tunes will
ever be tied into one sprawling but believ-
able tangle by the end. Yet that is exactly
what Maupin does.

His books are still marked by pointed
satire, but he writes with an eye to a more-
complicated format today. He spends
more time developing character now than
he did in the first novels; he also lays the
groundwork for plot twists sooner than he
once did. As aresult, intricacies are woven
into even tighter corkscrews than they
were in the past.

The books are published in the paper,
then rewritten — often to add bawdy
humor that wouldn’t pass the test of a
“*family newspaper.”’

In fact, he writes the newspaper version
with a group of ‘‘white, male editors over
50" going through the column with a fine-
toothed comb. Even with that damper, he
manages to write the truth as he sees it.

From the beginning, Maupin wanted to
write fiction that would encompass the
whole of life, gay and straight.

‘“Most gay fiction made me downright
claustrophobic,’’ he said. ‘‘It was so in-
tensely gay, so involved with the life of the
ghetto. It didn’t show life at large.

‘I revel in my straight friends,”’ he said.
*‘It makes me feel more alive to function in
the world with their blessing.”’
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If there is a secret to the series, it is that
the novels treat all relationships in a
matter-of-fact light.

This openness is the reason ‘Tales’ has
been bought by various producers over the
years. But none have been able to live up
to Maupin’s exacting standards yet.

*“It’s been optioned off and on by every-
one in Hollywood,”* Maupin said with an
ironic laugh. **Sand Dollar Productions —
which is Dolly Parton’s company — has it
right now. She’s a great woman who has
her head screwed on right, with obviously
lots of gay and lesbian friends.

They’re talking about a weekly series
but ‘‘then,”’ he continued, *‘I think about

what they could do with it. I had a firm
offer from Wamer Bros. last year. But
after talking to them, it became very clear
that they were going to take out all the gay
characters or reduce them to walk-on
curnosities.”’

Although he would like to see his char-
acters on the silver screen, Maupin is not
about to let that happen if the video version
isn’t true to the series.

“‘I know why people like the books,'” he
said, “‘and if they're not willing to do it
that way, I'll only get burnt.

**As a matter of fact, it would probably
stop my career,’” he continued. *‘If ithad a
bad series, | would spend the rest of my
life explaining that I wrote the book, not
the series.”

As such, Maupin is content to write
novels and let the TV series wait for a
more liberal time.

“‘I don’t have to compromise as a
writer,”” he said. *‘I can speak the truth
exactly as I see it.”’

Honesty in his writing is one reason
Maupin’s books sell as well as they do. He
is one of the most refreshing gay writers
working today — and one of the few
willing to tackle the issues and problems
gay people face. In his books, the char-
acters deal not just with love, romance and
coming out but with warring sides of them-
selves — the uptight ex-aristocrat who has
become a political activist, the poor kid
from the wrong side of the tracks who
wants to make it big in the city.

We may not see ‘Tales’ on TV soon, but
as long as Maupin’s characters remain true
to themselves — and their very human
foibles — we will all be better for it. -

Whether the Sunshine of your life is
Fifi or Rover or Spike, they deserve
the best grooming and the highest
quality products. We can groom your
cat or dog and send them home
with SCIENCE DIET or ANF dog
and cat foods. And if Fifi needs a
new brother or sister, we have the
best-bred puppies and kittens, too.

SHEAR SUNMSHINE, the buzz word
in pet care.

2115 S.E. Powell Blvd.
Portland, OR 97202

(503) 232-6001

14Kt GOLD
COSMETICS
SUNGLASSES
RHINESTONES ANY REG.

EARPIERCING g PURCHASE
Clackamas Town Center
Beaverton Mall
Vancouver Mall
Valley River Center, Eugene
Bellevue Square, Seattle

THIS
ADIN FOR
15% OFF

P+L+U+S

AN EXCEPTIONAL JEWELRY

STORE FOR MEN AND WOMEN

“Because
Beauty Knows
No Age -\,
or Shape” ib*

JAERI o

We have clothes to ';
make everyone ; ol

look beautiful. And |
we carry almost all
natural fibers and
garments made by
local artists. We ’ '
%o keep youand your # 7
lifestyle in mind, -
which is why you'll -,

find ourclothes &7
casual, oy
comfortable, C
nd elegant!

"

'F“Ml Wi
Founded in 1920, the Dehen
Knitting Company represents
65 years of tradition in quality
knitwear. The Dehen family's
commitment to quality continues
in our line of 120% cotton
swealers and jerseys.
Come visit our factory outlet

where we offer our nationally
distributed line at wholesale
prices

KNITTING COMPNY

404 N W 10th AVENUE
PORTLAND, OR 97209

FACTORY OUTLET

Store Hours: Tues-Sat l

10:00 AM-4:00 PM

Just Our, 23, July, 1987




