tions and Jewish communities, it is signif-
icant to note that the Universal Fellowship
is committed to eradicating sexism in its
theology, structure and language, as well
as in its relationships between women
and men.

The ministry of MCC is a shared ministry
— of lay and clergy, women and men,
Third World and White, Lesbian and Gay
and heterosexual.’’

At first, social awareness and activism
of this scope can be startling. Lighting a
candle in prayer and support of all those
persons affected by AIDS and another for
all those who are affected by oppression is
one thing. Churches are in the business of
praying, after all. Hearing a message from
the pulpit which addresses both social and
spiritual issues is another matter. Being
called to act upon our beliefs is yet another.
Those persons who want to sit in a pew
visiting God between the hours of ten and
noon on a Sunday can have a difficult time
in worship services. MCC offers a far
greater message than prayer and praise.
We are called to act on our beliefs and we
are called to go one step further — to live
what we say is true.

But, in effect, that is what Jesus called
us to do when he told us that the first and
greatest commandment is to love the
Sovereign, our God with all our heart, and
with all our soul, and with all our mind,
and to love our neighbor as ourself. Lov-
ing God, loving ourselves and loving each
other is the essence of the teaching Jesus
brought us. The theme of loving God, self
and each other runs throughout all he said.
In the living of his mortal life, Jesus de-
monstrated how to live lovingly with self,
with God, and with the world. He showed

us how to live that love — right now — in |

real and meaningful ways.

Jesus spoke of loving your god — not
the God, not a God — but a personal God
ceases to be an entity off somewhere who
may or may not care, whose power is in the
future. A personal God is a current, living
God — our God — with whom we can live
in partnership each moment of our lives.

When we believe God is distant, cold,
impersonal and judgemental, when we
seek God above ourselves, we experience
ourselvse as largely separate from God.
When we seek God within ourselves and
across from ourselves, we know that we
can reach God now. We no longer have to
wait until we all get to heaven. When we
become willing to recognize the presence
of God in ourselves and in our neighbors
and all around us, we become willing to
realize that God is in all situations and
always with us. We begin to know that we
do everything as children of God. We un-
derstand that whether or not we have al-
ways recognized that fact, God has never
ceased to recognize us as God’s children
— no matter where we’ve been or what
we've done. Our living is always with
God. We are inseparable.

At the point of this realization, we begin
to cease to make the artificial separations
which have told us that God is there and
then but not here and now. We begin to
abandon the notions that this is sacred (of
God) and that is secular (separate from
God). All of living becomes sacred, and
all living becomes a sacrament.

We begin to make choices about whether
we act in love to enhance life or whether
we act in ways which give us a sense of

separation from God, self and others. 6740 S.W. Capitol Hwy. . and
Is it life-enhancing to honor the richness Portland, Oregon 97219 The International Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs
and diversity of God’s creation? Then Les- 245-1429

bian and Gay Pride celebrations are sac-
red, by our expanded definition

Are civil rights a way of treating God's
creation with respect and love? Then civil |
rights for all are an act of love, as surely as
more traditional worship is an act of love.

Is all of our living with God? Then our
ministry involves all aspects of our living, |
and the soul is inseparable. |

|

The
Coffee Merchant

The finest imported coffee Belng.leSblan al:ld gay
beans, teas, chocolates, and lS nOt the lssue o B8

beverage brewing accessories.

. the real 1ssue 1s

THE BROADWAY COFFEE MERCHANT

drugs and alcohol.

L ]
O RS EE Heait s e ¥ If drugs and alcohol are causing a problem in your life we can help.
awthorne * ; £ > " . . h j s
Right Step is a chemical dependency treatment program that can help

you take a step in the right direction. 9
Call us today. 800'2 21 .0?“% =
62 1.3201 t';ﬂl t'lllll'l';}‘

17645 N.W. St. Helens Road Portland, OR 97231 _

L

the American

B arber Shop : Explode the Rose 87
“A Family Place” Square Dance Convention

est. / 9/3 1987 IAGSDC CONVENTION

presents FREE events S

Western Dancing
to the sounds of a live band

Lone Star

CPORTLAND’

Sunday, July 5  4:30 pm — 6:30 pm
and

Introductions to

Boot Scooting  Saturday, July 4  10:00 am — 11:30 am
Square Dancing  Saturday, July 4  10:30 am - 2:30 pm
Western Dance  Sunday, July 5  3:00 pm - 4:30 pm

All dancing located in the Ballrooms,
Portland Hilton Hotel

Sponsored by
The Rosetown Ramblers
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