
In the interest of children
For same-sex couples, having children is rarely haphazard. 

P.M. Scott discusses “ differences”  which may confront 
both parents and children as they seek to create 

safe and secure environments.
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Homosexuals” and "children” 
are not words one often sees 
positively linked. Myths of 

recruitment, pedophilia, promiscuity, 
mental instability (turning the unsuspect
ing into raging, discontented faggots or 
bull dykes; having aberrant sexual interest 
in young children; abnormally frequent, 
unreasonably diverse sexual liaisons; 
mental health which is tenuous at best), 
these haunt our every turn. It was said 
recently in Salem that homosexuals have 
no rights. That includes, in particular, the 
right to have children. And because of the 
myths and stereotypes associated with 
homosexuality, disapproval of lesbians 
and gay men as parents arises even within 
our own community.

Four years together as a couple, 27 and 
31 years old respectively, with a stable 
employment history, a successful business, 
money in the bank. You want the strong 
ties of a family circle; your lover wants to 
make you happy. The two of you decide to 
get pregnant. Given this scenario as 
heterosexuals, no one would question the 
decision to have children. As a gay man or 
lesbian, however, one can lose friends,

family.
It’s a momentous decision. Rumor 

abounds with tales of how "the sins of the 
parents are visited upon the children." 
Boys with no male role models become 
confused, ineffectual young men who get 
sand kicked in their faces. Girls become 
tattooed, truck driving freaks who chew 
tobacco and would just as soon run over a 
man as look at him. It’s no more likely that 
these extremes will derive from same-sex 
parents than from heterosexuals, but 
people still seem demoralized at the 
thought of a lesbian or gay couple having 
children.

"I felt it everywhere,” one woman 
exclaimed. "  ‘You don’t know what 
your’re getting yourself into; lesbians 
don ’t stay together; how can you do this!’ I 
mean, we did not get a lot of respect for our 
decision. People didn’t have a lot of confi
dence in our relationship and our ability to 
carry on being parents. My family thought 
it was irresponsible.”

Most lesbians and gays choosing to be 
parents have wrestled long hours with the 
criticisms, problems, stereotypes. They 
consult books, organizations, other 
parents, trying to scent out every eventual
ity. Finally, as one lesbian couple said,
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"Sure, there were considerations. We 
realized we’d be raising a child, and his 
family wouldn’t be accepted by main
stream culture: His grandmother is a mid
dle class lady and she can’t just show a 
picture of her grandson and his family. But 
we figured everybody has some 
‘difference.’ ”

Recognizing the difficulties, lesbian 
and gay parents have decided not to be put 
off by them.

Impregnation techniques vary — from 
intercourse with a select, trusted friend to 
artificial insemination in a mainstream in
stitutional setting. Birthing, too, varies. 
Many women choose home births when 
possible, preferring familiar surroundings 
and the avoidance of moralistic hassles. 
With your own personal, respected and 
respectful physician, however, main
stream instutions can be perfectly fine.

For one couple, undergoing an emer
gency (but not unexpected) caesarean at 
OHSU, "All the doctors, all the nurses, 
they were all women. In fact, the only man 
in the entire operating room was the 
anaesthesiologist. They were wonderful.” 
The fact that they were a lesbian couple 
was known and caused no perceptible rip
ple. Both parents were in the operating 
room and after delivery the baby could be 
watched over and petted. Apparently we 
have, indeed, for now, (and in select set
tings), come a long way.

Gay and lesbian life is often considered 
an alternative lifestyle. Certainly institu
tions of mainstream society are not just 
automatically accepted; experimental ap
proaches are welcome. Family relation
ships fall into that category. Friends be
come family, an extended family to our 
children. Friends are often called upon or 
volunteer to provide services normally ex
pected of parents, including pick-up and 
care of children after school or due to ill
ness. Our friends are counselors for our
selves and additional translators of an 
adult world to our children. Often a child 
has many parents, and a diversity of 
experiences. •
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4 3 .5 0 0  Qardener’s Delight
2 Brm. 1 Bath. Usable Attic W/R19 Insulation 
Enclosed sunporch along front of house. Floored 
Greenhouse 25x17. Private Fenced Back Yard. 
Storms, Rewired. Move in condition.
4 8 .5 0 0  Blind Assumption
4 Brm, 1 2/3 Baths. Large Lot. close in Irvington. 
Old Portland style with Natural Woodwork. Newer 
FA. Gas Furnace. Storm windows & Insulation 
in Attic.
57,900 Perfect for Roommates
3 Brm. 2 Baths. Home in excellent condition on 
oversized private lot. Storms. .Alarm system. 
Built-in Vacuum.
75,(XX) Pride of Ownership
2 Brm. 1-2/3 Baths. Very private home sits up on 
a hill with a panoramic view of the Washington 
Hills Beamed Ceilings in LR & DR. large Family 
room in basement W/Fireplace. Alarm System. 
Lot size aprox. 75 x 300. Lg. Fruit Stand and 
Garden for Possible Income.
147,000 1981 Street of Dreams Home
3 Brm. 3 Baths. Master Bedroom Has Whirlpool 
Bath and separate Tiled Shower Oak staircase 
with Etched Glass. Oak Kitchen with Built-ins 
and Micro-wave. Landscaped W/Fish Pond.
Thinking of Listing Your Home?
Call for your Free Home Analysis. A Member of 
Oregon Mult. Lasting Service.

Bridgetown Realty
2305 N.E. Broadway 

287-9370

TOOZEMT. TABOR FLORI5T
Contemporary and Distinctive 

Designs Created Specifically for You 
and Your Lifestyle.

SWEETHEART 
SPECIALS

$o00O and up

Everybody has a 
sweetheart. 
Remember that 
special person on 
Valentine’s Day.

Order early for 
best selection.

256-2920
7819 S.E. Stark

* Delivery not included.

FOR THE 
FUN OF 

IT!
Find that 
perfect 
Valentine’s 
gift. One of 
a kind 
jewelry, 
cards, and 
collectibles:
Marilyn masks, 
cat mugs, 
flamingo \ 
plungers and v J | \f 
much, much 
more.
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Come see us 
soon just 
FOR THE (
FC1N OF IT!

7821 SE STARK ST. 
256-4142
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