sSurgeon General
urges early
sex education

by Jay Brown

Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, in a re-
port on AIDS issued on October 22, urges
sex education that includes information on
homosexual, as well as heterosexual, rela-
tionships in the curriculum as early as
elementary school. In the controversial report,
Dr. Koop opposes compulsory testing for
exposure to HIV and rejects quarantining or
tattooing individuals exposed to the virus.

Dr. Koop recommends comprehensive sex
education as a defense against AIDS, “so that
children can grow up knowing the behavior
to avoid to protect themselves. The need is
critical, and the price of neglect is high."

In his report, Dr. Koop said: “Many people,
especially our youth, are not receiving infor-
mation that is vital to their future health and
well-being because of our reticence in deal-
ing with the subjects of sex, sexual practices
and homosexuality

“This silence must end. We can no longer
afford to sidestep frank, open discussions
about sexual practices — homosexual and
heterosexual. Education about AIDS should
start at an early age so that children can grow
up knowing the behaviors to avoid to protect
themselves from exposure to the AIDS virus.”

Stressing that casual, non-sexual contact
with people infected with the virus is not
dangerous, Dr. Koop said, “We would know
by now if AIDS were passed by casual, non-
sexual contact” AIDS is spread primarily
through sexual contact and the sharing of
intravenous drug needles and syringes,” Dr.
Koop said. “It is contagious in the asme way
that sexually transmitted diseases, such as
syphilis and gonorrhea, are contagious,” he
added

“The best protection against infection right
now, barring abstinence, is the use of a con-
dom, Dr. Koop wamned. “A condom should
be used during sexual relations from start to
finish, with anyone whom you know or sus-
pect is infected,” he added.

Dismissing compulsory testing for anti-
bodies to HIV as potentially “unmanageable
and cost-prohibitive” Dr. Koop said, “The
information in this booklet, if adopted, will
protect the American public and contain the
AIDS epidemic.”

The Surgeon General's report on AIDS is
available from the (1.S. Public Health Service
by writing to AIDS, Box 14252, Washington,
D.C., 20044.

Co-workers walk out
on PWA

When Paul Cronan, a person with AIDS,
returned to work for the first time in 17
months, most of his co-workers walked off
the job in protest. Crogan's return to his job
with the New England Telephone Company
was part of a settlement of a lawsuit against
the company.

Cronan, who had worked for New England
Telephone for 12 years prior to his diagnosis,
filed a $1.75 milion lawsuit in Massachusetts
Superior Court last December. He charged
that the company had discriminated against
him based on a handicap; had breached his
right to privacy and had coerced him not to
return to work.

Prior to the walkout Cronan’s co-workers
asked the company if they could minimize

ments in a parking lot rather than inside a
building. When the company refused to
change procedure, 29 out of 39 regular tech-
nicians refused to enter the building.
Cronan's successful lawsuit against New

England Telephone Company could set ma-

jor precedents because of rulings made by
state and federal courts in the case. The com-
pany asked a federal court to take the Cronan
case under purview of Federal Labor Rela-
tions Act. Federal District Judge W.J. Skinner
sent the case back to state court, ruling that

state laws on discrimination and privacy pre-

empt federal labor law or union agreement.

This ruling allowed Cronan to bring civil
suit and ask for compensatory damages. The
financial terms of the settlement have not
been disclosed.

National Lawyers
Guild adopts gay
rights resolutions

The National Legal Aid and Defender
Association has adopted three important
resolutions supporting the civil rights of les-
bians and gay men. The NLADA is now on
record as advocating legislation barring dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation,
strong legal protections against AIDS-related
discrimination, and repeal of state sodomy
laws. The resolutions were submitted by Na-
tional Gay Rights Advocates, the California-
based public interest law firm.

“It is particularly significant that these re-
solutions were approved in Georgia, a state
that imposes a 20-year prison sentence on all
relationships not involved in procreation,’
said Leonard Graff, NGRA Legal Director. “It
is of critical importance to have legal associa-
tions supporting policies which embrace
fundamental liberties.”

Jean O’Leary, NGRA Executive Director,
praised the NLADA for having the courage to
take a leadership position in the battle for gay
civil rights. “These resolutions are another
sign that support for gay and lesbian right is
increasing, even in oppressive times. The
NLADA resolution will have a positive impact
on lawyers around the nation,” she said.

The NLADA is comprised of over 1100
organizations representing more than 15,000
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Shedding some light
by Rodger Larson

Maybe being the editor of the Honolulu
Star-Bulletin doesn’t put one in the same
league as a movie star or a major league
football player, but on September 1st Bill Cox
joined the ranks of public figures to have
come out as persons with AIDS. Cox took this
courageous step in an editorial which
announced his resignation from his position
with the newspaper. “Today is my last day as
managing editor of the Star Bulletin. | am
going on disability because of iliness. The
illness is AIDS," Cox said. He revealed his
illness to his readers and staff so that his
disclosure might help reduce the stigma of
having the dread disease.

“1 did it because | wanted to help others
with the disease feel less alone and because
I'm a communicator,” he said in an interview
September 2nd with the Washington Post.
“The dilernma for people with AIDS is that by
treating it as a secret we help breed more
shame. The best way to get rid of that is to be
more open. As a journalist, | have spent my
career trying to shed light in dark corners.
AIDS is surely one of our darkest corners. It
can use some light," Cox noted in his editorial.

The former editor said in the interview with
the Post that he has been “lucky” in reactions
to his illness. He described employers and
co-workers as being very supportive. Cox did
not discuss his personal life in his editorial,
however in the interview with the Washington

Post when asked about his risk of getting
AIDS, he said, "l am gay.”

Cox said that he had been involved for two
years in a relationship with another man, who
has been “Warm and helpful,” since the
diagnosis. Cox said he had “not lived an open
lifestyle,” but his policy was “not to lie” about
his homosexuality. He said he had taken pre-
cautions to minimalize his risk of getting AIDS.
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The Administration and Staff of

RIGHT STEP RECOVERY PROGRAM
are pleased to announce the opening of the first inpatient,
chemical dependency facility in the West for gay men and

] lesbians and invite you to join them in a community
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celebration of this happy occasion from 3 P.M. to 7 P.M.
on November 20, 1986.

In Oregon, 1-503-621-3201
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