
APA condemns use 
of AIDS epidemic for 
prejudice, 
discrimination

Given current evidence that persons do 
not becom e infected with the AIDS virus 
through casual contact, “ the American 
Psychological Association deplores the 
exclusion o f persons with AIDS or those 
suspected o f having AIDS from  housing, em ­
ploym ent, education or necessary profes­
sional services,” says a resolution adopted by 
the National Association o f Psychologists.

APA “ condem ns use of the AIDS epidemic 
as a vehicle for fostering prejudice or dis­
crim ination against any group or individual," 
says the resolution adopted February 1 by the 
APA C ouncil o f Representatives, the policy­
m aking body o f the 61,000-m em ber profes­
sional and scientific society. "U ntil there are 
em pirical data linking specific tests with the 
eventual development o f AIDS, the American 
Pscyhological Association condem ns indis­
crim inate testing to  detect exposure to AIDS."

APA says that psychosocial and mental 
health aspects o f AIDS shuld be stressed in 
treatm ent, research, and prevention pro­
gram s, and urges that mental health services 
fo r persons with AIDS, AIDS-related condi­
tions or an exaggerated fear about the threat 
o f AIDS "should be widely avaiabie." How­
ever, while noting that identification o f per­
sons exposed to the AIDS virus is “a m ajor 
public health goal,”  APA urges that the confi­

dentiality o f patient records be protected.
APA supports increased funding for public 

education regarding AIDS and calls on 
psychologists "to  com bat irrational public 
fears" o f AIDS through teaching, public 
lectures, counseling and therapy, consulta­
tion, and research. The resolution was de­
veloped by the APA Comm ittee on Lesbian 
and Gay Concerns and the APA Board of 
Social and Ethical Responsibility for 
Psychology.

APA is the nation’s m ajor psychology 
organization and is the world’s largest associ­
ation o f psychologists. Its membership 
includes more than 61,000 clinicians, 
educators, researchers and consultants and
20.000 teacher, student, and foreign affiliates. 
Through its divisions in 42 subfields of psy­
chology and affiliations with 53 state and 
Canadian provincial psychological associa­
tions, APA works to  advance psychology as a 
science, a profession, and as a means of 
prom oting human welfare.
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From both sides 
of the mouth

On February 5 President Reagan requested 
the Surgeon General prepare a “ m ajor" re­
port to  the American people on AIDS. On the 
same day, he went on to  propose citing the 
federal budget for AIDS research and care 
program s. The original Reagan budget for 
AIDS research and treatm ent for fiscal year 
1986 was $85 million. Congress subsequent­
ly appropriated $234 m illion. This year’s 
Reagan budget proposes $213 m illion on 
AIDS, or $21 m illion less than Congress al­
located last year.

The proposed cuts include $ 14 m illion 
from  research into therapeutic drugs. The 
(J.S. Surgeon General, Dr. C. Everett Koop, 
has had to date little involvement in AIDS 
research or publicity.

Reagan claims, “One o f our highest public 
health priorities is going to continue to be 
finding a cure for AIDS.”

Gay vets get 
base exposure

The Gay Veterans Association is placing an 
in form ation brochure in two hundred m ilitary 
installations across the United States. This 
action com es after several m eetings with the 
GVA and the D irector of Legislation and Legal 
Policy fo r the Departm ent o f Defense, Col­
onel Thom as R. Cuthbert.

GVA President, John Paine, says the deci­
sion on the part o f the Departm ent o f the 
Defense represents an im portant m ilestone 
fo r the Gay Vets in their quest for form al 
recognition by the armed services and vete­
rans organizations.
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MORE REASONS TO SHOP 
AT FOOD FRONT:

The best sodas yeti 6 flavors - 
sale priced

Portland sourdough breads «Sc 
rolls, fresh croissants, whole 
wheat baguettes - daily

% Five kinds of bagels fresh 
every morning

Dairy products fresh every 
other day - guaranteed quality

Oregon grown fresh chicken, 
no hormones, 
no preservatives

Passes & tickets, schedules <Se 
rei-Mn —  transit guides now available 
i a w a i m e i  here every month

Select fine coffee beans, best 
prices & coffee by the cup
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KITTSIUCC ANÜ f I t lX tK  KSON

OPEN TO ALL • 7 DAYS A WEEK • 9 am-8 pm 
N.W. 27th and THURMAN • 222-5658 

Tri*Mct Bus 53
Whole Food*. Ren! Qroccrie*, Nrttiirnl Trent.«, Chicken, Fi<h, Frr<h Produce
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